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TRANSLATORS' NOTE. 

Except in a few instances, such as Meuse for 
Maas, Trfeves for Trier, Alsace for Elsass and 
Lon'aine for Lothringen, the names in the text 
and the accompanying map correspond. 

Our best acknowledgments are due to Captain 
Percy Schletter, of the King's Regiment, for 
valuable assistance in correcting proofs of the 
entire work. 
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PEEFACE. 

Field-Marshal von Moltke began this history of 
the War of 1870-71 in the spring of the year 1887, 
and during his residence at Creisau he worked at it 
for about three hours every morning. On his return 
to Berlin, in the autumn of that year, the work 
was not quite finished, but he completed it by 
January, 1888, at Berlin, placed it in my hands, 
and never again aUuded to the matter. 

The origin of the book was as follows. I had 
several times entreated him, but in vain, to make 
use of his leisure hours at Creisau in noting down 
some of his rich store of reminiscences. He always 
objected, in the same words : " Everything official 
that I have had occasion to write, or that is worth 
remembering, is to be seen in the Archives of the 
Staff Corps. My personal experiences had better 
be buried with me." He had a dislike to memoirs 
in general, which he was at no pains to conceal, 
saying that they only served to gratify the writer's 
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viii The Franco-German War. 

vanity, and often contributed to distort important 
historical events by the subjective views of an 
individual, and the intrusion of trivial details. 
It might easily happen that the character of a 
man which in history stood forth in noble simpli- 
city should be hideously disfigured by the narra- 
tive of some personal experiences, and the ideal 
halo which had surrounded him be destroyed. 
And highly characteristic of Moltke's magnanimity 
are the words he once uttered on such an occasion, 
and which I noted at the time : " All that can be 
published of the history of a war is necessarily 
coloured by the event ; but it is a pious and 
patriotic duty never to disturb the prestige which 
connects the glory of our army with certain high 
personages." 

Not long after our arrival at Creisau, early in 
1887, I repeated my suggestion. In reply to my 
request that he would write an accoimt of the 
Campaign of 1870-71, he said: "You have the 
oflGicial history of the war. That contains every- 
thing. To be sure," he added, " that is too fall of 
detail for the general run of readers, and far too 
technical. An abridgement must be made some 
day." I asked him whether he would allow me to 
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lay the work on his table, and next morning he 
had begun the narrative contained in this volume, 
comparing it as he went on with the official his- 
tory, and carried it through to the end. 

His purpose was to give a concise account of the 
war. But, while keeping this in view, he involun- 
tarily — as was inevitable from his position— con- 
templated the task from his own standpoint as 
Chief of the General StaiF, and arranged events in 
connection with age^j^ral scheme which could only 
be known at head-quarters. Thus this work, which 
was imdertaken in #11 simplicity of purpose, as a 
popular history, is^ practically from beginning to 
end the expressioBf of a private opinion of the war 
from the Field-Marshal himself. 

The Appendix : " On a supposed Council of 
War in the Wars of William I. of Prussia," was 
written in 1881. In a book by Fedor von Koppen, 
"Manner und Thaten, vaterlandische Balladen" 
{Men and Deeds : Patriotic Songs) ^ which the 
poet presented to the Field-Marshal, there is a 
poem entitled, "^ German Council of War at 
Versailles'' (with a historical note appended), 
describing an incident which never occurred, and 
which, under the conditions by which the relation 
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of the Chief of the Staif to his Majesty was regu- 
lated, never could have occurred. To preclude 
any such mistakes for the future, and to settle 
once and for all the truth as to the much-discussed 
question of the Council of War,^ the Field-Mai'shal 
wrote this paper, to which he added a description 
of his personal experience of the battle of Konig- 
gratz. It is this narrative which, shortly after the 
writer's death, was published in the Miinchener 
Allgemeine Zeitung^ in the somewhat abridged and 
altered form in which the Field-Marshal had 
placed it at the disposal of Professor von Treitschke, 
the well-known historian. 

Count Helmuth von Moltke, 

Major and Adjutant to his 
Imperial Majesty. 

Berlin, June 25th, 1891. 

* He alludes to it in vol. ii. p. 18, footnote. 
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THE FEANCO-GEEMAN WAE. 

I. 

FIGHTING ON THE FRONTIER. 

Preparations for War. 

The days are gone by when, for dynastical ends, 
small armies of professional soldiers went to war 
to conquer a city, or a province, and then sought 
winter quarters or made peace. The wars of the 
present day call whole nations to arms, there is 
scarcely a family that does not suflfer by them. 
The entire financial resources of the State are ap- 
propriated to the purpose, and the different seasons 
of the year have no bearing on the unceasing 
progress of hostilities. As long as nations con- 
tinue independent of each other there will be dis- 
agreements that can only be settled by force of 
arms ; but, in the interest of humanity, it is to be 
hoped that wars will become less jfrequent, as they 
have become more terrible. 

Generally speaking, it is no longer the ambition 
of monarchs which endangers peace ; the passions 
of the people, its dissatisfaction with interior con- 

VOL. I. B 
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2 The Franco-German War. 

ditions and affairs, the strife of parties, and the 
intrigues of their leaders are the causes. A de- 
claration of war, so serious in its consequences, is 
more easily carried by a large assembly, of which 
none of the members bear the sole responsi- 
bility, than by a single man, however high his 
position ; and a peace-loving sovereign is less rare 
than a parliament composed of wise men. The 
great wars of the present day have been declared 
against the wish and will of the reigning powers. 
Now-a-days the Bourse has assumed such influence 
that it has the power to call armies into the field 
merely to protect its interests. Mexico and Egypt 
have been swamped with European armies simply 
to satisfy the demands of the haute finance. To- 
day the question, " Is a nation strong enough to 
make war ? " is of less importance than that, " Is 
its Government powerful enough to prevent war ? " 
Thus, united Germany has, up to now, used her 
strength only to maintain European peace ; a weak 
Government at the head of our neighbouring State, 
must, on the other hand, be regarded in the light of 
a standing menace to peace. 

The war of 1870-71 arose from just such rela- 
tions. A Napoleon on the throne of France was 
bound to establish his rights by political and mili- 
tary successes. Only for a time did the victories 
won by French arms in distant countries give 
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Preparations in France. 3 

general satisfaction ; the triumphs of the Prussian 
armies excited jealousy, they were regarded as 
arrogant, as a challenge ; and the French demanded 
revenge for Sadowa. The liberal spirit of the 
epoch was opposed to the autocratic Government 
of the Emperor ; he was forced to make concessions, 
his civil authority was weakened, and one fine day 
the nation was informed by its representatives that 
it desired war with Germany. 

Preparations for the War. 

The wars carried on by France on the other side 
of the ocean, simply for financial ends, had con- 
sumed immense sums and had undermined the 
discipline of the army. The French were by no 
means archiprets for a great war, but the Spanish 
succession to the throne, nevertheless, had to serve 
as a pretext to declare it. The French Reserves 
were called to arms July 15th, and only four days 
later the French declaration of war was handed in 
at Berlin, as though this were an opportunity not 
to be lost. 

One Division was ordered to the Spanish frontier 
as a corps of observation ; only such troops as were 
absolutely necessary were left in Algiers and in 
Civita Vecchia ; Paris and Lyons were sufficiently 
garrisoned. The entire remainder of the army: 
332 battalions, 220 squadrons, 924 cannon, in 

B 2 
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4 The Franco-German War. 

all about 300,000 men, formed the army of the 
Rhine. This was divided into eight Corps, which, 
at any rate in the first instance, were to be directed 
by one central head, without any kind of interven- 
tion. The Imperator himself was the only person 
to assume this difficult task ; Marshal Bazaine was 
to command the army as it assembled, until the 
Emperor's arrival. 

It is very probable that the French were coimting 
on the old dissensions of the German races. True, 
they dared not look upon the South Germans as 
allies, but they hoped to reduce them to inactivity 
by an early victory, or even to win them over to 
their side. Prussia was a powerfiil antagonist even 
when isolated, and her army more numerous than 
that of the French, but this advantage might be 
counterbalanced by rapidity of action. 

The French plan of campaign was indeed based on 
the delivery of unforeseen attacks. The strong fleets 
of war and transport ships were to be utilized to land 
a considerable force in Northern Prussia, and there 
engage a part of the Prussian troops, while the main 
body of the army, it was supposed, would await 
the French attack behind the fortresses on the 
Rhine. The French intended to cross the Rhine 
at once, at and below Strasburg, thus avoiding the 
great fortresses ; and also, at the start, preventing 
the South-German army, which was destined to 
defend the Black Forestj from uniting with the 
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North-Germans. To execute this plan it would 
have been imperative to assemble the main forces 
of the French army in Alsace. Railway accom- 
modation, however, was so inadequate that in the 
first instance it was only possible to carry 100,000 
men to Strasburg; 150,000 had to leave the rail- 
ways near Metz, and remain there till they could be 
moved up. Fifty thousand men were encamped 
at Chalons as reserves, 115 battalions were ready 
to march as soon as the National Guard had taken 
their places in the interior. The various corps were 
distributed as follows : — 

Imperial Guard, General Bourbaki — Nancy. 
1st Corps, Marshal MacMahon — Strasburg. 

Ilnd Corps, General Frossard — St. Avoid. 

Ilird Corps, Marshal Bazaine — Metz. 

IVth Corps, General Ladmirault — Diedenhofen. 
Vth Corps, General Failly — Bitsch. 

Vlth Corps, Marshal Canrobert — Chalons. 
Vllth Corps, General F^lix Douay— Belfort. 

Thus there were only two Corps in Alsace, and 
five on the Moselle; and, on the day of the 
declaration of war, one of these, the Ilnd Corps, 
was pushed forward close to the German frontier, 
near St. Avoid and Forbach. This Ilnd Corps, 
however, received instructions not to engage in 
any serious conflict. 

The regiments had marched out of quarters in- 
complete as to numbers, and insufficiently equipped. 
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6 The Franco-German War- 

Meanwhile the reserves called out to fill their place 
had choked the railway traffic ; they crowded the 
depots, and filled the railway stations. 

The progress to their destination was delayed, 
for it was often unknown at the railway stations 
where the regiments to which the reserves were to 
be sent were at the time encamped. When they 
at last joined they were without the most necessary 
articles of equipment. The Corps and Divisions 
had no artillery or baggage, no ambulance, and 
only a very insufficient number of officers. No 
magazines had been established beforehand, and 
the troops were to depend on the fortresses. These 
were but ill-supplied, for in the assured expectation 
that the armies would be almost immediately sent 
on into the enemy's country they had been 
neglected. 

In the same way the Staff-officers had been pro- 
vided with maps of Germany, but not of their own 
provinces. The Ministry of War in Paris was in- 
undated with claims, protestations, and expostula- 
tions, and finally it was left to the troops to help 
themselves as best they could. On se debrouillera 
was the hope of the authorities. 

When the Emperor arrived at Metz, a week after 
the declaration of war, the regiments were not yet 
complete, and it was not even exactly known 
where whole Divisions were at that time encamped. 
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The Emperor ordered the troops to advance, but 
his Marshals declared that the condition of the 
troops made this impossible for the time being. 

It was gradually dawning upon them, that 
instead of attacking the enemy in his country, 
they would have to defend their own. Rumour 
had it, that a strong army of the enemy had assem- 
bled between Mayence and Coblentz; instead of 
sending reinforcements from Metz to Strasburg, 
they were ordered to proceed from the Rhine to 
the Saar. The determination to invade South 
Germany was abeady abandoned; the fleet had 
sailed round, but without any troops to land. 

Germany had been surprised by the declaration 
of war, but she was not unprepared. The possi- 
bility of such an event had been foreseen. 

When Austria had separated her interests from 
those of the other German States, Prussia under- 
took the sole leadership, and paved the way to more 
intimate relations with the South-German States. 
The idea of national unification had been revived, 
and found an echo in the patriotic sentiments of 
the entire people. 

The means ofmobilizing the North-German army 
had been reviewed year by year, in view of any 
changes in the military or political situation, by the 
Staff, in conjunction with the Ministry of War. 
Every branch of the administration throughout 
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the country had been kept informed of all it ought 
to know of these matters. The Berlin authorities 
had likewise come to a confidential understanding 
with the army chiefs of the South-German States 
on all important points. It had been conceded 
that Prussia was not to be reckoned on for the 
defence of any particular point, as the Black Forest 
for instance ; and it was decided that the best way of 
protecting South Grermany would be by an incursion 
into Alsace across the central part of the Rhine ; 
which could be backed up by the main force 
assembled at that point. 

The fact that the Governments of Bavaria, 
Wiirtemberg, Baden, and Hesse, denuding their 
own countries as it were, were ready to place their 
contingents under the command of King William, 
proves their entire confidence in the Prussian 
generals. 

As soon as this understanding was arrived at 
the other preparations could be made. The orders 
for marching, and travelling by rail or boat, were 
worked out for each division of the army, together 
with the most minute directions as to their diiferent 
starting points, the day and hour of departure, the 
duration of the journey, the refreshment stations, 
and place of destination. At the meeting-point can- 
tonments were assigned to each Corps and Division, 
stores and magazines were estalilished ; and thus, 
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when war was declared, it needed only the Royal 
signature to set the entire apparatus in motion with 
undisturbed precision. There was nothing to be 
changed in the directions originally given; it 
sufficed to carry out the plans pre-arranged and 
prepared. 

The mobilized forces were divided into three in- 
dependent armies on a basis worked out by the 
general of the Prussian staff. 

The 1st army, under the command of Greneral 
von Steinmetz, consisted of the 7th and 8th corps, 
and one division of cavalry ; 60,000 men all told. 
It was ordered to encamp at Wittlich and form the 
right wing. 

The Ilnd army, under the command of Prince 
Frederick Charles, was 131,000 strong, and consti- 
tuted the central army. It consisted of the Illrd, 
rVth, and Xth corps of Guards, and two divisions 
of cavalry. Its meeting-point was in the vicinity 
of Homburg and Neunkirchen. 

The Ilird army, under the command of the 
Crown Prince of Prussia, was to form the left wing, 
near Landau and Rastatt, a strength of about 
130,000 men. It consisted of the Vth and Xlth 
Prussian, and the 1st and Ilnd Bavarian corps, the 
Wiirtemberg and the Baden Field Divisions, and 
one division of cavalry. 

The IXth corps, consisting of the 18th and the 
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Hesse divisions, was united with the Xllth Royal 
Saxon corps to form a reserve of 60,000 men, and 
was encamped before Mayence, to reinforce the 
Ilnd army, which was thus brought up to the 
strength of 194,000 men. 

The three armies combined numbered 384,000 
men. 

There were still the 1st, Ilnd, and IVth Corps, 
100,000 men ; but they were not at first included, 
as the means of railway transport were engaged for 
twenty-one days. 

The 17th Division and the Landwehr troops were 
told oif to defend the coast. Dtiring the night of 
July 16th the Royal order for the mobilization of 
the army was issued, and when His Majesty arrived 
in Mayence a fortnight later, he found 300,000 
men assembled on and in front of the Rhine. 

In his plan of war, submitted by the Chief of the 
General Staff, and accepted by the King, that 
ofiicer had his eye fixed, from the first, upon the 
captm'e of the enemy's capital, the possession of 
which is of more importance in France than in 
other coimtries. On the way thither the hostile 
forces were to be driven as persistently as possible 
back from the fertile southern states into the 
narrower tract on the north. 

But above all the plan of war was based on the 
resolve to attack the enemy at once, wherever found. 
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and keep the German forces so compact^ that a 
superior force could always be brought into the 
field. By whatever special means these plans 
were to be accomplished, was left to the decision of 
the hour ; the advance to the frontiers alone was 
pre-ordained in every detail. 

It is a delusion to believe that a plan of war 
may be laid for a prolonged period and carried out 
in every point. The first collision with the enemy 
changes the situation entirely, according to the 
result. Some things decided upon, will be im- 
practicable; others, which originally seemed im- 
possible, become feasible. All that the leader of 
an army can do, is to get a clear view of the cir- 
cumstances, to decide for the best for an unknown 
period, and carry out his purpose unflinchingly. 

The departure of the French troops to the 
frontier, before they were thoroughly prepared for 
service in the field, which is a very serious step to 
take, was evidently ordered for the purpose of 
surprising the German army, with the forces 
immediately at command, and thus interfering 
with the formation of their advance. But in spite 
of this, the Grerman commanders did not deviate 
from their purpose of massing their armies on the 
Rhine and crossing that river. The railway trans- 
port of the troops of the Ilnd and Illrd Corps, 
however, was to end at the Rhine; thence they 
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were to march on foot into the cantonments pre- 
pared on the left bank of the river. They moved 
in echelon, advancing only so many at a time as 
wonld make room for the Division behind them, as 
far as the line marked by the towns of Bingen, 
Diirkheim, and Landau. 

The final advance towards the frontier was not 
to be undertaken until the Divisions and Corps were 
all collected, and provided with the all-necessary 
baggage train; and then proceed in a state of 
readiness to confront the enemy at any moment. 

The assembling of the 1st army appeared to be 
less threatened, as its route lay through neutral 
territory, and was protected by the garrisons of 
Treves, Saarlouis and Saarbriicken, the German 
outposts on the Saar. 

The 1st army, 50,000 strong, was concentrated at 
Wadem, in the first days of August. The Ilnd army 
which meanwhile had been increased to a strength 
of 194,000 men, had pushed forward its canton- 
ments to Alsenz-Giinnstadt, at the termination of 
the Haardt Mountains, a position which had been 
thoroughly reconnoitred by an officer of the Staff, 
and where the troops might boldly await an attack. 

The 5th and 6th cavalry divisions were recon- 
noitring the country in front. The regiments and 
squadrons of the Illrd army were stUl gathering 
on both banks of the Rhine. 
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The French so far had made no serious attempt 
at Saarbrucken; Lieutenant-Colonel Pestel was 
able to successfully withstand their petty attacks 
with one battalion and three squadrons of cavalry. 

It had meanwhile been observed that the French 
were moving further to the right, towards Forbach 
and Bitsch, which seemed to indicate that the two 
French Corps, known to be drawn up at Belfort 
and Strasburg, might purpose crossing the Rhine 
and marching on the Black Forest. It was therefore 
of very great importance to. set the Illrd army 
moving at the earliest opportimity, first to protect 
the right bank of the Upper Rhine by an advance 
on the left ; secondly to cover the progress of the 
Ilnd army towards that point. 

A telegraphic order to that effect was dispatched 
on the evening of July 30th, but the Colonel in 
command of the Illrd Army corps desired to wait for 
the arrival of the IVth and its baggage train. In 
spite of this hesitancy the Ilnd Army was ordered 
to proceed towards the Saar, where the French were 
showing much uneasiness. 

The time had gone by when they might have 
taken advantage of their over-hasty mobilization ; 
the condition of the men had prohibited any action. 
France was waiting for news of a victory; 
something had to be done to appease public impa- 
tience, so, in order to do something, the enemy 
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resolved (as is usual under such circumstances) on 
a hostile reconnoissance, and, it may be added, with 
the usual result. 

On August 2nd three entire Divisions were sent 
forward against three battalions, four squadrons, 
and one battery in Saarbriicken, The Emperor 
himself and the Prince Imperial watched the oper- 
ations. The Illrd corps advanced on VoUjlingen, 
the Vth on Saargemiind, the Hnd on SaarbFiick. 

The Germans evacuated Saarbrticken after a 
gallant defence and repeated sorties, but the French 
did not cross the Saar. They may have convinced 
themselves that they had wasted their strength by 
hitting in the air, and had gained no information 
as to the resources and position of the enemy. 

After this the French generals hesitated for a 
long while between contrary resolutions. Orders 
were given and recalled on the strength of mere 
rumours. The left wing wa6 reinforced on account 
of a current story that 40,000 Prussians had 
marched through Treves, the Guards received con- 
tradictory orders, and when a small German force 
showed itself at Lbrrach in the Black Forest, 
it was at once decreed that the Vllth Corps -must 
remain in Alsace. Thus the French forces were 
spread over the wide area between the Nied and 
the Upper Ehine, while the Germans were ad- 
vancing in compact masses on the Saar. 
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This scattered state of the army finally induced 
the French leaders to divide their forces into two 
distinct armies. Marshal MacMahon took pro- 
visional command of the 1st, Vllth, and Vth Corps, 
the latter being withdrawn from Bitsch. The 
other Divisions were placed under Marshal Bazaine, 
with the exception of the Guards, the command of 
which the Emperor reserved to himself. 

It had now become a pressing necessity to protect 
the left wing of the advancing Ilnd German army 
against the French forces in Alsace ; the Ilird army 
was therefore ordered to cross the frontier on 
August 4th, without waiting any longer for the bat- 
teries to come up. The 1st army, forming the right 
wing, was already encamped near Wadem and 
Losheim, three or four days' march nearer to the 
Saar than the Ilnd army in the centre. They were 
ordered to concentrate in the neighbourhood of 
Tholeyand there await further orders. In the first 
place this, the weakest of the two Divisions, was not 
to be exposed single-handed to an attack of the 
enemy's main force ; and secondly, it was to be used 
for a flank-movement in case the Ilnd army should 
meet the enemy on emerging from the forests of 
the Palatinate. 

To execute this order, the 1st army had to ex- 
tend its cantonments in a southerly direction as 
far as the line of march of the Ilnd army, and 
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evacuate its quarters near Ottweiler. This was a 
difficult matter to accomplish, as all the towns 
and villages to the north were billeted, and 
quarters had also to be found for the 1st corps, 
now advancing by the Birkenfeld route. General 
von Steinmetz therefore decided to march his en- 
tire forces in the direction of Saarlouis and Saar- 
briicken. The Ilnd army had assembled, and was 
ready for action on August 4th, and received orders 
to take the field on the farther side of the wooded 
zone of Kaiserslautem. 



The Battle of Weissenburo. 

(August 4th.) 

On this day the united Corps of the Ilird Army, 
consisting of 128 battalions, 102 squadrons 
cavalry, and 80 batteries, which had been' en- 
camped behind the River Klingsbach, crossed the 
French frontier, and advanced on a wide front 
to the banks of the Lauter, from Weissenburg to 
Lauterburg. This stream oflFers opportunities for 
a strong defence, but on August 4th only one 
weak division and a cavalry brigade belonging to 
the 1st French Corps covered this point, the main 
body of that Corps being still on the march to- 
wards the Palatinate. 
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The Bavarians, forming the right wing, en- 
countered a Kvely resistance before the exposed 
walls of Weissenburg the first thing in the morn- 
ing. But very soon after the Prussian corps 
crossed the Lauter further down the river. 
Greneral von Bose led the Xlth Corps up the Geis- 
berg, in order to outflank the French right wing, 
while Greneral von Kirchbach, with the Vth Corps, 
advanced against the enemy's front. Thirty field- 
pieces had at the same time been drawn up 
against the railway-station of Weissenburg. That 
and the town were subsequently taken, after a 
bloody combat. 

By ten o'clock Greneral Douay had ordered a 
retreat, which was seriously threatened by the 
movement against the Geisberg ; and the castle of 
that name, a very formidable fortress, was most 
obstinately defended, to enable the French to 
retire. The Grenadiers of the 7th King's Regi- 
ment stormed it repeatedly, with immense loss^ 
but in vain ; nor did the garrison surrender until^ 
with the greatest difficulty, artillery had been 
dragged to the summit. 

The French Division, which had been attacked 
by three German Corps, effected a retreat, after 
an obstinate struggle, though in great disorder, 
having suflFered much loss. Its gallant Commander 
had been killed. The Germans had also suffered 
a proportionately considerable loss : 91 officers and 
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1460 men killed. Greneral von Kirchbach had been 
wounded while fighting in the foremost rank. 

The 4th Division of cavalry had met with much 
delay in the course of a four miles' march by the 
crossing of the columns of infantry. It never 
arrived on the field, and all touch of the enemy 
now retiring to the westward was lost. 

Uncertain as to the direction whence a fresh 
attack of the French might be expected, the Ilird 
Army advanced on the 5th of August by diverging 
roads in the direction of Hagenau and Reichs- 
hofen ; but were ordered to proceed only so far as 
would be needful to reunite with the Corps in a 
short day s march. 

The Crown Prince intended to let his men rest 
the next day, so as to enable him to lead them 
to a renewed attack as soon as the situation was 
made clear. But already, that same evening, the 
Bavarians, on the right, and the Vth Corps in the 
centre, had a sharp encounter with the French, 
who were drawn up behind the Sauer in con- 
siderable numbers. 

It was to be assumed that Marshal MacMahon 
had brought up the Vllth Corps from Strasburg, 
but it remained to be seen whether he intended 
to join Marshal Bazaine in the neighbourhood 
of Bitsch, or if he meant to accept battle at Worth, 
after securing his retreat on that point. It was 
also possible that he might commence the attack. 
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The Crown Prince, to secure a preponderating 
force, therefore determined to collect his forces in 
the neighbourhood of Sulz on August 6th. The 
2nd Bavarian corps received special instruction 
to watch Bitsch with one division ; the other divi- 
sion was to attack the enemy in flank on the 
western bank of the Sauer, as soon as they should 
hear heavy firing at Worth. 

Marshal MacMahon had done his utmost to col- 
lect his three Corps in their entirety, and he really 
intended to arrest the advance of the Germans 
by an immediate attack. A division of the Vllth 
Corps, which had but just been sent to Mulhausen 
to strengthen the defence of Alsace, was at once 
recalled to Hagenau, where it formed the right 
wing of the strong position held by the 1st Corps 
behind the Sauer, and in front of Froschwiller, 
Elsasshaussen, and Eberbach. On the left the 
division of the Vth Corps, commanded by 
Lespart, was expected from Bitsch ; the rest of 
that Corps was to come up from Saargemilnd, by 
Rohrbach. Meanwhile Ducrot's division formed 
a rear flank. 

Neither the German nor the French leaders ex- 
pected the attack before the following day, but 
where the contending forces are so close upon 
each other, as in this case, the conflict may 
occur at any moment, even against the wish of the 
commanders. 

c 2 
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Battle of Worth. 
(August 6th.) 

After a good deal of skirmishing between the 
outposts during the night, the Commander of the 
20th German brigade thought it expedient to 
secure the passage over the Sauer river, which lay 
just in front and was a serious obstacle. The 
bridge over it to Worth had been destroyed, but 
the sharp-shooters waded through the stream, and 
at seven o'clock entered the town, which the French 
had left unoccupied. 

They soon became aware of the fact that they 
were confronting a numerous enemy in a strong 
position. 

The broad meadows by the Sauer all lie within 
range of the commanding heights on the right; 
and the long range of the Chassep6t rifle must here 
prove invaluable. On the other side of the river the 
plain was dotted with vineyards and hop-gardens, 
thus oflFering great advantages for defensive 
purposes. 

The preliminary combat at Worth was hardly 
of thirty minutes' duration ; but as the artillery 
of both sides had taken active part in it, the signal 
was given for the Bavarian Division, under Hart- 
mann, to come up from Langensulzbach, and they 
soon engaged the left flank of the French in a fierce 
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conflict. The French, on their part, had attacked 
Gunstett on their right, where they were confronted 
by the advancing Xlth Corps. 

The battle was now raging opposite Worth, as 
well to the north as the south, the Vth Corps being 
likewise engaged ; and it became imperative to 
seriously engage the enemy's centre to prevent 
them from turning all their force on the German 
flank. 

The artillery were brought up, and by ten 
o'clock 108 guns were in position on the eastern 
slopes of the Sauer, and had opened fire. 

Some infantry waded through the river, breast 
high, but this attack, undertaken with inadequate 
numbers, failed, and it was only by strenuous 
efforts that a foothold was obtained on the other side. 

The Crown Prince sent orders that nothing was 
to be done that would bring on a battle on that 
day; but by this time the Vth Corps was so 
seriously engaged that the fight could not be 
stopped without grave consequences, and General 
von Kirchbach therefore determined to continue 
the battle on his own responsibility. 

The frontal attack was an undertaking of great 
difficulty, and could hardly succeed unless seconded 
by another in flank; and at this juncture the 
Bavarians, in accordance with the Crown Prince's 
orders, ceased hostilities, and retired in the direction 
ofLangensulzbaxih. 
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There remained, however, the Xlth Corps on the 
left, ready for immediate action. They seized the 
Albrechts-hauser farm, and pressed forward into 
the Niederwald. 

In front of Worth the battle was a succession of 
attacks on both sides; the aggressor each time 
getting worsted, in consequence of the nature of 
the country. By degrees, however, all the bat- 
talions, and at last the artillery of the Vth Corps 
were got across to the west bank of the Sauer ; 
the Xlth Corps having previously secured a good 
basis there for further advance. 

About this time, notwithstanding the evident un- 
favourable nature of the ground, two regiments of 
Cuirassiers and one of Lancers of Michel's brigade 
made a determined attack on the German infantry, 
near Morsbronn, just as it was wheeling to the right. 
But the men of the 32nd Regiment, without looking 
for cover, received while deployed the advancing 
force of about 1000 horse with a steady fire, which 
did great execution. The Cuirassiers especially 
suffered immense loss. Only a few broke through 
the line of firing and gained the open ground ; 
many were taken prisoners in the village, the re- 
mainder rode madly off towards Walburg. There 
they encountered the Prussian 13th Hussars, ex- 
perienced further losses and disappeared from the 
field. 

The infantry of the French right wing succeeded 
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in driving in the most advanced parties of the 
enemy at Albrechts-hauserhof, but their further 
progress was stopped by the newly-unmasked 
artillery. 

When finally the last battalions had crossed the 
Sauer, the Xlth Corps made its way through the 
Niederwald, fighting for every foot of ground. The 
northern edge of the forest was reached by 2.30, 
and there the Xlth were joined by the left wing of 
the Vth Corps. The burning village of Elsass- 
haussen was taken by storm, as also the little 
thicket south of Froschwiller, after a gallant 
defence. 

Thus crowded together in a limited area, the 
situation had become one of imminent danger to 
the French. 

Their left flank, it is true, stiU held out against 
the renewed attack of the Bavarians, who had re- 
entered the action, but the centre and the right flank 
were closely pressed, and even their safe retreat was 
seriously threatened. Marshal MacMahon there- 
fore tried to regain the open by a powerful counter- 
attack to the south. By this he succeeded in 
repulsing the German troops posted to the east of 
Elsasshaussen, who were thrown into confusion, 
and in part driven back into the Niederwald, but 
only to be at once re-assembled and brought back 
to the attack. Here the French cavalry again made 
an attempt to change the fortunes of the day. The 
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Division under Bonnemains, notwithstanding the 
unfavourable nature of the ground, threw itself on 
the open front of the adversary, suffered terrible 
losses, and was scattered before it had really got 
home. 

The Wurtembergers now advanced from the 
south, while the Bavarians marched down from the 
north. Greneral von Bose, though twice wounded, 
led as many of his division as he could collect to 
storm the burning town of Froschwiller, which was 
the enemy's last post. The artillery advanced to a 
point within range of grape-shot and thus cleared 
the road for the infantry which was pushing 
forward from aU sides. The French kept up a steady 
and gallant resistance until five o'clock, and then 
retreated towards Reichshofen and Niederbronn, in 
great disorder. 

At the Falkenstein stream, Lespart's Division, 
just arrived on the field, made a short stand, but 
these fresh forces oflFered only brief resistance, and 
were swept away in the general rout. 

This victory of the Ilird Army had been dearly 
paid for; 489 officers and 10,000 men were laid 
low. The loss on the French side is not exactly 
known, but they left 200 officers and 9000 men 
as prisoners, besides 2000 draught-horses and 33 
guns. 

The demoralization of the French troops must 
have been so complete as to render them unmanage- 
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able. Only one brigade of Lespart's Division took 
the road to Bitscli, to join the main army at St. 
Avoid, all that remained, following an irresistible 
impulse, fled wildly in a south-western direction 
towards Zabem. 

As the General in conmiand of the Ilird Army 
had not foreseen a battle on August 6th, the 4th 
Division of cavalry had not left its quarters in the 
rear, and was therefore unable to follow in pursuit ; 
nor did it arrive at Gunstett until nine o'clock in 
the evening. But, in order to be at hand at any 
rate for the next day. Prince Albrecht, who was in 
command, marched on during the night as far as 
Eberbach ; after a three hours' rest he set forth 
again, and after covering nine miles (German), came 
upon the rearguard of the enemy near Steinberg, 
at the foot of the hills. Without infantry it would 
have been impossible to go further, but the pre- 
sence of the Division had scared the enemy. 
The 1st Corps had resumed their march during 
the night, and reached Saarburg, where it joined 
the Vth Corps. Thus the French had a start of 
five miles, and continued retreating on Luneville, 
unmolested by the Germans. 

Battle of Spicheren. 
(August 6th.) 
Let us now turn to the events which occurred, on 
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that same 6th of August, on another part of the 
theatre of war. 

The Ilnd Army, protected on its southern flank 
by the Ilird Army, had moved to the westward, 
while the corps that had remained behind were 
brought up by railway. Its front column had, on 
the 5th, reached the line between Neunkirchen and 
Zweibriicken, marching unchecked through the 
defiles of the forest-zone of Kaiserslautem. The 
cavalry, skirmishing in French territory, reported 
that the enemy was retreating. All seemed to in- 
dicate that the French were preparing to await, in 
a strong defensive position, the attack of the Grer- 
mans. The nearest position of the kind that 
offered was on the other side of the Moselle, where 
Metz and Diedenhofen secured both wings. 

It was decided that if the French were found 
there, the 1st Army was to engage the enemy in 
front, while the Ilnd made a circuit south of 
Metz, so as to force the enemy either to retire 
or to accept battle. In case of defeat the Ilnd 
Army was to fall back on the Ilird, now advancing 
over the Vosges. 

The extended position of the 1st Army in a 
southerly direction towards the Saar, which had 
not been intended by the Commander-in-Chief, had 
brought its left wing into contact with the line 
of march laid down for the Ilnd, and they crossed 
each other at Saarbriicken on the 6th. Thus there 
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was no lack of strength at that point ; but as a battle 
on that day was neither expected nor probable, a 
simultaneous arrival of troops had not been pre- 
arranged, and the several sections arrived there by 
different routes and at different hours. 

The 14th Division of the Vllth Corps reached 
Saarbriicken first, towards noon on the 6th. 

General Frossard, who considered his position 
there one of great risk, had left the night before, 
without waiting for permission to retreat, and had 
retired with the Ilnd Corps on Spicheren, where 
they threw up entrenchments. The Ilird, IVth, 
and Vth Corps were in a position to his rear, at dis- 
tances of from two to four miles, and the Guards 
were not more than five miles behind. The Em- 
peror was, therefore, fully able to collect five Corps 
for a battle in the vicinity of Cocheren, or, on the 
other hand, to support Frossard with at least four 
divisions, if the General thought his position 
strong enough to hold. 

The range of hills which rise quite close to 
Saarbriicken can be made a formidable obstacle to 
crossing the Saar. It was known that the French 
had evacuated these points, but General von Ka- 
meke thought it prudent to occupy them at once, 
in order to secure the debouching of the columns 
in rear. When, in the forenoon, two squadrons 
of the 5th Cavalry Division had disappeared on 
the drill-ground on the further bank, they met 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



28 The Franco-German War. 

with a hot fire from the Spicheren hills. But 
as it seemed highly probable, from the previous 
attitude of the French, that they were only the 
rear-guard of the retiring enemy, Greneral von 
Kameke ordered an immediate attack, especially 
as he was promised help. Greneral von Zastrow, 
as soon as he observed that the 14th Division 
had entered upon a serious engagement, sent 
forward the 13th. General von Alvensleben 
also ordered up all that could be spared of 
the Ilird Corps to Saarbriicken, and General von 
Goeben directed the entire 16th Division to ad- 
vance on that point. Generals von Doring and 
von Bamekow had turned their forces in the 
direction whence the fighting was heard, from 
Dudweiler and Fischbach respectively, even pre- 
vious to receiving orders to that effect. 

The position occupied by the French was one of 
extreme advantage. The centre was protected by 
the Red Mountain (Der rothe Berg), a precipi- 
tous and almost inaccessible cliff, while the steep 
slopes on both sides were densely wooded. To the 
left a group of buildings, the iron-works of Stier- 
ing-Wendel, formed an additional post of defence. 

Had the strength of the enemy been fully known 
the attack would certainly have been delayed until 
the 14th Division had completely formed up. As a 
matter of fact, at the beginning of the fight, about 
noon, only the brigade under Fran9ois had come 
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up, and this, with the purpose of facilitating an 
attack on the enemy's centre, which was well placed, 
turned first on his two flanks. At first it made 
some progress. The 39th Regiment drove the sharp- 
shooters of the enemy out of the Gifert woods, but 
then exposed themselves to the merciless fire of a 
French battalion drawn up on the further side of 
a deep hollow. On the right the 3rd Battalion, 
together with the 74th, seized the wood of Stiering. 
But the enemy's superior strength soon displayed 
itself in violent counter-attacks, and when Von 
Woyna's Brigade appeared on the field it was 
required to lend support on both sides. Thus, at 
an early stage, a mixing of battalions and com- 
panies began which increased with every repulse, 
and made the control of the battle a matter of the 
greatest difficulty. Added to this it happened that 
three Generals in succession came up to the scene 
of the conflict, and each in turn took the command. 
At about one o'clock, when the wings were 
advancing, the Fusilier Battalion of the 74th 
Regiment had also pushed forward under a severe 
fire across the open ground at the foot of the 
Rotheberg, and, under such cover as they could, 
established themselves at the foot of the cliif. 
When, at about three o'clock the Prussian artillery 
compelled the foe to move their gims further up 
the hill, the Fusiliers, with General von Fran9ois at 
their head, began the ascent of the rock. The 
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French Chasseurs, evidently taken by surprise, 
were driven from the outer entrenchments with 
clubbed rifles and at the point of the bayonet. 
The 9th company of the 39th Regiment followed 
close upon the Fusiliers, and the gallant General, 
leading their attack, fell, pierced by five bullets. 
Nothing daunted, the small body of Fusiliers 
made good their position on the narrow spur of 
the cliff. 

Nevertheless a crisis had set in. The 14th Division 
was extended over three-quarters of a mile ; its left 
wing had been repulsed by greatly superior forces 
into the wood of Gifert, the right wing was hard 
pressed at Stiering. But at this moment, nearly 
four o'clock, the heads of the 5th and 16th Divisions 
arrived, shortly after their batteries, which had 
been sent ahead, had been brought into action. 

The left wing, now strongly reinforced, again 
advanced. General von Bamekow led efficient 
help up the Rotheberg, where the Fusiliers had 
almost exhausted their ammunition, and the 
French were driven out from their entrench- 
ments. Finally, after a determined struggle, the 
Germans also succeeded in taking possession of the 
western part of the Gifert Wald, while the right 
wing had fought its way to Alt-Stiering and drew 
near to the enemy's line of retreat, the Forbach 
highway. General Frossard had, however, observed 
the danger at this point, and reinforced his left 
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wing to the strength of a Division and a half. 
These advanced to the attack at five o'clock. The 
Germans had no complete force to oppose to them, 
so all their previous advantages were lost. 

If the 13th Division could here have made a 
decisive attack, the battle would have been ended. 
This Division had reached Puttlingen at one o'clock, 
and was not more than a mile away from Stiering, 
having marched four (German) miles. When the 
noise of the fighting at Saarbriicken was heard, 
the advanced guard moved forward to Rossel ; this 
was at four o'clock. It would seem that the roar 
of cannon was not distinguishable in the woods of 
Rossel ; the officers were under the impression that 
the combat was over, and the Division bivouacked 
at Volkingen, which place had been previously- 
appointed as the end of its march by the Com- 
mander of the Corps at a time when he was, of 
course, unable to foresee the change in the situation. 

The French attack had meanwhile been brought 
to a standby the seven batteries in position on Fol- 
ster Hohe ; the infantry then succeeded in making 
firesh progress, under the personal leadership of 
General von Zastrow. 

The nature of the ground entirely prohibited 
the twenty-nine squadrons of cavalry, which had 
arrived from all directions and were drawn up out 
of the range of fire, from taking part in the action. 
The Hussars tried in vain to ride up the Rothe- 
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berg, but in spite of incredible difficulties Major 
von Lyncker finally gained the summit with eight 
guns, amid the loud cheering of the much-distressed 
infantry. The guns, as each one came up, at once 
opened fire, returning the fire of three French 
batteries ; but quite half of the gunners were shot 
down by the French tirailleurs^ who were under 
cover, at about 800 paces off. A small strip of 
ground in front was indeed wrested from the 
enemy, but the narrow space allowed of no 
deployment against the wide front of the French. 

But effectual assistance was coming from the 
right. Greneral von Goeben ordered all battalions 
of the 16th Division, not yet engaged, towards 
Stiering, where the fortunes of the day were sealed. 
While one part of these troops attacked the village, 
the others, turning off from the high-road, entered 
the ravine of the Spicheren woods, and in a hand- 
to-hand encounter drove the French off the ridge 
leading to the Rotheberg and repelled them in 
the direction of the Forbach height. 

Even as late as seven o'clock did Laveaucou- 
pet's Division, supported by part of Bataille's, 
come out to attack and invade the much-disputed 
position in the Gifert forest, but the danger threat- 
ening the French left wing from the Spicheren 
wood crippled this move. By nightfall the French 
were in full retreat over the plateau. 

To protect his night-quarters General von 
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Schwerin occupied Stiering at about nine o'clock, 
while the French call to retreat was sounding 
from the heights. This was only done, at many 
points, after a hand-to-hand fight. The advanced 
guard of the 13th Division marched out to Forbach 
but did not occupy it, having been deceived by a 
troop of Dragoons in possession. 

General Frossard had in any case given up the 
idea of retreating via the seriously threatened For- 
bach and St.-Avold route, and retired with his 
three divisions on Oetingen. The darkness, and 
the impossibility of manoeuvring large bodies of 
cavahy in such a country, saved him from further 
pursuit. 

General von Steinmetz ordered the re-organiza- 
tion of the German forces that same night. Some of 
them had marched as much as six miles (German) in 
the course of the day ; two batteries, arriving from 
Konigsberg by rail, had immediately set out for 
the battle-field ; but the Germans, notwithstanding, 
had at no time attained the numerical strength 
of the enemy in this engagement, which had 
been begun with insufficient forces. Only thirteen 
batteries could be brought into action in the 
limited space, and the cavalry was excluded 
from all participation. It was only natural, under 
the circumstances, that the losses in attack were 
greater than those of the defence. The Prussians 
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lost 487 1 , the French 4078 men. A matter of grave 
significance was the fact that a considerable num- 
ber of unwounded French prisoners were taken in 
this action. 

In strong contrast to the good-fellowship and 
helpfulness of the Prussian generals, and the eager- 
ness of their troops, was the strange vacillation of 
the Divisions behind Greneral Frossard's line ; only- 
three, indeed, were sent forward to his support, and 
only two came up when the fight was already ended. 

It has been asserted that the battle of Spicheren 
should never have taken place where it did, as 
it finistrated plans on a larger scale. It cer- 
tainly had not been anticipated, but, generally 
speaking, a tactical victory rarely fails to coincide 
with a strategic policy. Success in battle has 
always been thankfully accepted, and turned to 
account. The battle of Spicheren prevented the 
Ilnd French Corps from retiring unharmed; it 
brought the Germans in touch with the enemy's 
main force, and it gave the superior command a 
basis for fresh plans of action. 

The German Army wheels to the right. 

Marshal MacMahon, in his retreat, had taken a 
route which entirely severed his connection with 
Marshal Bazaine. 

As he was not pursued he could have used the 
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railway on the Luneville-Metz line to effect his 
union with the French main army ; for on the 9th 
it was still open, but rumour had it that the Prus- 
sians were already in Pont-a-Mousson, and the 
state of his troops prevented the Marshal from 
risking another engagement. 

His Ist Corps, therefore, turned southwards, and 
marched on Neuch&teau, whence Chfilons could be 
reached by railway. The Vth Corps was being 
shifted to and fro by contradictory orders from 
the Emperor's head-quarters. First it was to pro- 
ceed to Nancy, then to go in an opposite direction 
towards Langres. On arriving at Charmes it was 
ordered to Toul, but at Chaumont another order 
sent the Corps to Chfilons with the rest. General 
Trochu had drawn up the newly-formed Xllth 
Corps at that point, and behind this line the Vllth 
Corps managed to get away from Alsace and reach 
Rheims by rail vid Bar-sur-Aube and Paris. 

Thus by August 22nd a reserve army was. 
formed, consisting of four Corps and two cavalry 
Divisions, under the command of Marshal Mac- 
Mahon, who, being twenty-five miles away, was^ 
however, unable to render immediate assistance 
to Marshal Bazaine, who stood directly in the line 
of the advancing enemy. 

When the news of the double defeat of August 
6th reached the Imperial head-quarters, the first 
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impresfeion there was that it would be necessary 
to retreat on Chfilons with Bazaine's army, and 
the Vlth Corps, sections of which were already on 
the road to Metz, were ordered to retrace their 
steps. But this decision was presently changed. 
The Emperor had not merely to consider the 
foreign enemy, but public opinion in his own 
country. The sacrifice of entire provinces at the 
very beginning of a war which had been under- 
taken with such high anticipations, would have 
provoked the unbounded indignation of the French 
people. There were still 200,000 men who could 
be brought together on the western bank of the 
Moselle, with a strong fortress to support them, 
and though, even then, the enemy would have the 
superiority in numbers, his army was posted along 
a Une of twelve miles. His troops had yet to 
cross the Moselle, and this would necessitate a 
disjunction which might weaken them at that 
decisive point. 

The generals of the Ilird Grerman Army did not 
know of the disorderly condition of the defeated 
enemy, nor even the direction of its retreat. It 
was supposed that the French would rally on the 
other side of the Vosges for renewed resistance ; 
and as it was impossible to cross the mountains, 
except as a narrow front, the German advance 
was very cautious, and by short day marches only. 
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Though the distance between Reichshofen and the 
Saar is only six miles in a straight line, that river 
was only reached in five days. 

Nothing was seen of the enemy, except in the 
small bnt inaccessible villages which close in 
the mountain roads. Bitsch was avoided by a 
fatiguing circuit, Lichtenberg was captured by 
surprise, Lutzelstein had been abandoned by its 
garrison, Pfalzburg was being besieged by the 
Vlth Corps, and Marsal capitulated after a short 
resistance. 

The German left wing, having no enemy before 
it, could be brought into closer connection with 
the centre, and in order to get the three armies 
on a same front, they were ordered to wheel 
to the right. The advance of the 1st and Ilnd 
armies had, however, to be delayed, as the Ilird 
did not reach the Saar until August 12th. The 
whole movement was thus arranged: the Ilird 
army was to proceed by Saarunion and Dieuze, 
and then southward ; the Ilnd vid St.-Avold and 
Nomeny and southward ; the 1st was to take the 
road by Saarlouis and Les Etangs, that is in the 
direction of Metz. 

The cavalry Divisions, which were reconnoitring 
far to the front, reported the enemy as retreating 
all along the line. They fought close up to 
Metz, and on both sides of the Moselle, forcing 
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the sections of Canrobert's Corps, which had 
again been ordered to proceed from Chfilons, to 
retire. 

All these observations indicated that a large 
army was encamped beyond Metz. From this it 
might equally be inferred that the enemy intended 
a further retreat, or that an attack was to be made, 
by the whole French force, on the right wing of 
the Grerman Army, while the crossing of the Moselle 
still inevitably divided it from the left wing. 

The Army head-quarters restricted itself, in 
the main, to issuing general instructions, the 
execution of which was left to the commanders on 
the scene of war ; but in this instance it was deemed 
necessary to regulate the movements of each separ 
rate corps by direct orders. On August 11th the 
head-quarters of his Majesty were therefore trans- 
ferred to St.-Avold, in the front lines, and between 
the 1st and Ilnd Armies, so as to allow of im- 
mediate action with either of these bodies at 
any moment. The three Corps of the 1st Army 
advanced towards the Nied, a German stream, on 
August 12th, only to find that the French had 
evacuated that position. Three Corps of the Ilnd 
Army marched forward to Faulquemont and Mor- 
hange on a same front, while two others retired a 
short distance. 

On the next day the Ilnd Army reached the 
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Seille and occupied Pont-a-Mousson without en- 
countering the enemy. 

The extraordinary inactivity of the French 
made it seem probable that they might not 
make a stand, even at Metz, a notion corrobo- 
rated by the reports of the German cavaby, which 
was pursuing its observations as far as Toul and 
the road to Verdun ; but there was still a possi- 
bility that the enemy meant to throw himself, with 
200 battalions, on the 1st Army, now in his im- 
mediate proximity. The two Corps forming the 
right wing of the Ilnd Army were therefore 
ordered to halt for the present, a little way to the 
south of Metz, so that they might be ready to 
attack the French flank in case of necessity. If 
the enemy chose to turn upon these Corps, then 
that order was to hold good for the 1st Army. 

Meanwhile the other Corps of the Ilnd Army 
pursued their route southwards to the Moselle : if 
the enemy should attack them with superior forces, 
after they had crossed the river, their orders were, 
in case of need, to fall back on the Ilird Army. 

So much caution was not deemed essential by 
all of the leaders ; the French were already in full 
retreat, they must not be allowed to escape with- 
out further check, and the German Army ought 
forthwith to strike a decided blow. The French 
had, indeed, already resolved on a further retreat ; 
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but, when the Vllth Corps became aware of their 
retrogade movement, during the afternoon, a fight 
began on the Grerman side of the Moselle, which, by 
the voluntary intervention of the nearest divisions, 
developed into a battle in the course of the 
evening. 



Battle of Colombey-Nouilly. 
(August 14th.) 

The Commandant of Metz had declared his in- 
ability to hold that fortress a fortnight, if left to 
his own resoiu'ces ; and the intrenched position on 
the Nied, taken up for the protection of the city, 
had been found disadvantageously situated, so 
the French commander hoped to take up a more 
favourable position at Verdun. 

Strategic necessity outweighed even political 
regard for public opinion, and the Emperor, al- 
though he had transferred the command-in-chief 
to Marshal Bazaine, remained with the army, for 
it would have been impossible for him to return to 
Paris under such circumstances. 

Very early in the morning of the 14th August 
began the removal of the extensive baggage train 
through the streets of the city, and towards noon 
the Ilnd, IVth, and Vlth Corps set out, while 
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the nird Corps remained in its position behind 
the deep valley of the Colombey stream, to cover 
the retreat. 

When, at four o'clock, the movements of the 
enemy became known. General von der Groltz 
threw the front columns of the Vllth Corps across 
his path, and seized Colombey and the Ch&teau 
d' Aubigny, on the right flank of the French. But, 
upon hearing the first sound of cannon, the French 
colimms immediately turned about, fully equipped 
for battle, and eager, after their previous defeats, 
to change their fortunes by a determined struggle. 
Castagny's Division at once marched, with greatly 
superior force, upon the small detachment holding 
the isolated position of Colombey, which only held 
its own by a determined eifort. 

Meanwhile the advanced guard of the 1st Army 
Corps came by both highways from Saarbrucken 
and Saarlouis; and their batteries, being ahead, 
at once took part in the engagement. The in- 
fantry following, ascended the eastern slopes of 
the plateau of Bellecroix, by way of Lauvallier, 
and also drove the enemy out of the woods at 
the east of Mey. But at this point the stand 
made by the French Ilird Corps brought about 
a luU. 

The 13th, 1st, and 2nd Divisions had meanwhile 
.followed up their advanced guard, the last two 
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having been kept in readiness by General von 
ManteuiFel ever since his outposts had reported 
that the enemy was moving. Greneral von Zastrow, 
too, arrived on the field, and undertook the com- 
mand of the left. Very soon sixty field-pieces 
came into action against the enemy. General von 
Osten-Sacken succeeded in carrying the 25th 
Brigade through the hollow of Coincy, and led them 
up the slope of the plateau. The copse of fir- 
trees on the road to Bellecroix was taken by storm, 
surrounded on three sides, again lost in a bloody 
conflict, and then recaptured. Soon afterwards two 
batteries succeeded in establishing themselves on the 
western side of Planchette and driving the French 
back to Bomy; still the most violent conflict 
was raging on both sides. 

But now the German right was in danger of 
being out-flanked. General Ladmirault, upon 
hearing that Grenier's Division had been driven 
out of Mey, immediately set out to its relief 
with his other two Divisions, regained posses- 
sion of the village, and advanced on the road to 
BouzonviUe. Greneral von Manteufiel had mean- 
while taken the necessary precautions to remain 
master, at all hazards, of that part of the Vallieres 
stream which covered the right flank. The 1st 
Brigade was drawn up behind Noisseville, as a re- 
serve for general emergency, the 4th, and part of 
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the artillery of the 1st Corps, were sent to face 
General Ladmirault at Poix, on the Bouzonville 
road, while the remaining batteries were to enfilade 
him in his advance from their positions on the 
southern slopes to the east of Nouilly. On the 
left, Glumer*s Division had all this time held their 
ground at Colombey, but now, at seven o'clock in 
the evening, the brigade under Woyna came to 
their assistance, and took possession of the woods 
to the west. A very welcome reinforcement by 
the Ilnd Army, retained at the Seille, now arrived. 

The 18th Infantry Division, after a heavy march, 
had bivouacked near Buchy in the afternoon, but 
when General von Wrangel was informed that 
firing was audible in the direction where the 1st 
Army was known to be, he at once set his troops 
in motion towards that poiat. He drove the 
enemy out of Peltre, and, iq conjunction with 
Von Woyna's brigade, occupied Grigy, somewhat 
to the rear of the French position at Borny. 

The 2nd Division, on the right wing, had also 
pushed on the line of battle towards Mey, by way 
of Nouilly and the adjacent vineyards ; Mey and 
the neighbouring woods were taken from the enemy 
before nightfall. The French had not proceeded 
further than Villers I'Orme, and from thence re- 
treated, all along their line, in the direction of 
Grigy. The Prussians, as they retired, were only 
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disturbed by heavy firing from the forts, especially 
from that of St.-JTilien, which kept it up till after 
dark. 

The Germans lost by the engagement of August 
14th 5000 men, among them 200 officers; the 
French lost only 3600 men, their Illrd Corps being 
the heaviest sufferer. The vicinity of a great 
fortress of course prevented the reaping of the 
fruits of victory by immediate pursuit. 

It was for this reason, indeed, that the 1st Army 
had not been prepared to fight on that day, 
though the possibility of a battle had been antici- 
pated. Although the Ilnd Army had only been 
able to send one Division to the aid of the 1st at 
that late hour, its assault on the left flank of 
the enemy had not failed of its effect. 

The manner in which the battle was begun de- 
barred it from being directed by one chief. 

The advanced guard of the four Divisions were 
the troops principally engaged. The battle was 
checkered by many critical moments ; some small 
detachments, sometimes out of reach of immediate 
support, boldly attacked a superior foe ; and the 
resTilt might have been serious if the enemy had 
made more decisive use of their compact formation. 
It must, however, be admitted that their Ilird 
Corps received no support from the Guards stand- 
ing close in their rear ; while, on the other hand, 
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all the Prussian commanders, who were within 
reach, were again distinguished by that esprit de 
corps and mutual helpfulness which had animated 
them in the previous engagements. 

A large share of the success of the day must be 
attributed to the artillery. Hurrying along in 
front of the advanced guard, the artillery aided 
them very eflfectively in driving the French from 
their position before Metz, and driving them back 
under cover of its forts, even before the main body 
had time to come up. 

But for this protection the Germans woiild have 
had some trophies to show for their victory at 
Colombey-Nouilly, but the Commander-in-Chief was 
very well satisfied with the results obtained. The 
retreat of the enemy had been intercepted, and a 
day had been gained to eflfect the crossing of the 
Ilnd and Ilird Armies over the Moselle. 

August 15 th — ^Early in the morning of the 15th 
the cavalry had ridden forth to the outworks 
of Metz, but saw nothing of the enemy on this 
side of the fortress. A few shells thrown into the 
camp of Longueville scared the Imperial head- 
quarters away from that point. 

King William had ridden over to the 1st Army, 
and immense clouds of dust were observed rising on 
the other side of the fortress ; it could no longer 
be doubted that the French were in retreat, and 
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that the Ilnd Army was now free to cross the 
Moselle with train and baggage. 

The 1st Corps of the 1st Army had to remain 
south of Metz at Courcelles, to protect the railway- 
lines, the other two were withdrawn on the left 
towards the Seille ; they were to cross the river 
higher up, so as to avoid a separation of the forces 
by the fortress. 

The French had started again on the march, 
interrupted yesterday, but proceeded no further 
than about a mile from Metz on August 15th. 
Their cavalry only went a little further ahead, by 
the two roads to Verdun. 

The Ilird Corps of the German Ilnd Army 
traversed the Moselle at Nov^ant, where the 
bridge was found intact, and by a flying bridge 
of boats; its artillery, however, was forced to 
make a detour by Pont-^-Mousson. 

It was not until late at night that the troops 
were all across and encamped close to the 
left bank. One Division of the Xth Corps was left 
at Pont-^-Mousson and the others advanced to 
Thiancourt. The cavalry went even further to- 
wards the Metz-Verdun road, and encountered 
that of the French near Mars-la-Tour. Several 
small engagements took place, but when, early in 
the afternoon, twenty-four Prussian squadrons had 
assembled, the French thought it wise to retreat 
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on Vionville. The Guards and the IVth Corps 
had crossed at Dieulouard and Marbache, higher up 
the river. 

The nird Army was drawn up in the line of 
Nancy and Bayou. On this day an attempt to 
seize the fortress of Diedenhofen by surprise, proved 
a failure. 



Battle of Vionville — ^Mars-la-Tour. 
(August 16th.) 

The generals of the Ilnd Army, like the rest, were 
of opinion that there were no more serious engage- 
ments to be anticipated on the Moselle, and there- 
fore two Corps, the Ilird and the Xth, were ordered 
to proceed northwards on the road to Verdun, via 
Gorze and Thiancourt, on August 16th, while the 
others were hastened westwards towards the Meuse. 

The French retreat from Metz was, however, not 
eflfected on that day. Its heavy baggage blocked 
every road, and in the forenoon three Divisions still 
remained behind in the Moselle valley. The 
Emperor alone had departed at an early hour on 
the road by Etain, which was comparatively safe. 
He was escorted by two brigades of cavalry. As 
the right wing of the Army could not yet follow, 
the start was postponed until the afternoon, and 
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the left wing, which was ready, sent back again 
into its bivouacs. But it was disturbed by 
Prussian shell as early as nine o'clock in the 
morning. 

Major Korber had advanced ivith four batteries 
close up to Vionville, under cover of the cavalry, 
and the French Dragoons, surprised by their fire, 
fled in confusion through their own infantry-camp. 
These, however, at once seized their arms and formed 
into line, while their artillery opened a heavy fire. 
Unsupported at first by infantry, the Prussian guns 
withdrew ; but matters soon became serious. 

General von Alvensleben, fearing to lose sight of 
the enemy, had started again with the Ilird Corps 
after a short night's rest. The 6th Division was 
marching on the left flank, by Onville ; the 5th, on 
the right, proceeded through the long forest 
vaUey, on the way to Gorza. This vaUey was 
found unoccupied by the enemy, who indeed had 
taken very few precautions. 

The advanced guard encountered the Frepch 
Division under Berg^ on the open plateau south of 
Flavigny, and General von Stiilpnagel soon dis- 
covered that he had to do with an enemy whom it 
would take all his strength to beat. At ten o'clock 
the 10th Brigade marched to the attack and opened 
fire on the enemy with twenty-four guns. 

Both sides now assumed the offensive. The Prus- 
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sians, on the right, fought their way with varying 
fortunes through the wood, often in hand-to-hand 
encounter, and, towards eleven o'clock, succeeded 
in reaching the projecting spur of the wood of St.- 
Amould opposite Flavigny. Their left wing, on the 
contrary, was repulsed ; even the artillery at that 
point came near to being overthrown. The 52nd 
Regiment finally regained the lost ground, paying 
heavily for its valour. The 1st battalion lost every 
one of its officers, the colours passed from hand to 
hand as its bearers were successively shot down, 
and the commander of the brigade. General von 
Doring, fell mortally wounded. General von 
Stiilpnagel rode in the line of fire, encouraging 
the men, while General von Schwerin collected 
the remnant of his troops bereft of their leaders, 
and held the height of Flavigny, whence the French 
finally retired on the general having been rein- 
forced by a section of the Xth Corps from Nov^ant. 
On the supposition that the French had ab-eady 
begun their retreat, the 6th Division was sent for- 
ward to Etain by way of Mars-la-Tour, to obstruct, 
if possible, the northern road to Verdun. When 
they reached the height of Tronville, whence they 
could see how things really stood, they wheeled to 
the right in the direction of Vionville and Flavigny. 
Their artillery, in advance, formed a formid- 
able line of fire, and thus prepared the attack; 
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by half-pafit eleven the 11th Brigade had 
taken possession of Vionville in spite of heavy- 
losses. From thence, and from the south, in con- 
junction with the 10th Brigade, an attack was 
directed on the town, now in flames. The different 
Divisions were much mixed, but by taking advan- 
tage of every rise in the ground for cover, the regi- 
mental officers got their men steadily forward, in 
spite of heavy fire from the French infantry and 
guns. Flavigny was taken by assault, and one 
cannon and a number of prisoners fell into the 
hands of the brave Brandenburgers. 

Vionville, Flavigny and the northern end of the 
forest of St.-Amould were now the points of support 
of the Prussian forces facing to the east ; their line 
was nearly a mile long, and the entire infantry and 
artillery were in one line and engaged in hot fight. 
The 5th and 6th Cavalry Divisions and part of 
the 37th Brigade were engaged in an independent 
fight near Tronville. 

The position of the French was one of great advan- 
tage. Their left flank was protected by the fortress 
of Metz, the right by formidable batteries along 
the old Roman road, and a strong force of cavalry ; 
they might safely await an attack on their centre. 

Of course, the march towards Verdun, even 
under cover of a strong rear-guard, had to be aban- 
doned. If the Marshal had been resolved to 
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proceed, he would have had to engage and get 
rid of the enemy in front of hinu 

It is difficult to decide, from a purely military 
standpoint, why this alternative was not taken. 
There was hardly a doubt that only part, and 
probably only a small part, of the German armies 
could as yet have crossed the Moselle, and when in 
the course of the day the Divisions which had re- 
mained at Metz arrived, the French were decidedly 
the stronger. But it seems that the Marshal's 
first object was not to be forced away from Metz ; 
almost his entire concern was for the left wing. 
By constantly reinforcing this flank, he massed the 
Guards and part of the Vlth Corps in front of the 
Bois des Ognons, from whence no attack was made. 
We are tempted to fancy that political reasons alone 
induced Bazaine, thus early in the game, to attach 
himself to Metz. 

Meanwhile the Prussians slowly but surely made 
their way beyond Flavigny and Vionville, and^ 
assisted by a heavy fire from the artillery, com- 
pelled the right wing of the Had French Corps to- 
retire on Rezonville, a movement which turned 
into a flight when the French Generals Bataille 
and Valaz^ had been killed. 

To regain the lost ground the French Cuirassier 
Guards turned resolutely on the pursuers, but their 
attack was cut short by the rapid fire of two com- 

E 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



52 The Franco-German War. 

panies of the 52nd Regiment, drawn up in line, who 
did not fire till within 250 paces of the enemy. The 
cavalry parting to the right and left rushed into 
the fire of more infantry behind ; 243 horses were 
left on the field, and only the remains of the regi- 
ment escaped the pursuit of two Hussar regiments 
from Flavigny. A French battery in front of 
Rezonville had hardly time to discharge a few 
shots before it was surrounded. The Prussians 
could not, indeed, carry off the guns, having no 
horses to spare ; but the Commander-in-Chief of 
the French army, who himself placed the guns in 
position, was for several minutes in imminent 
danger of being taken prisoner. 

The 6th Division of Prussian Cavalry had also 
been ordered to the front ; after passing through 
the lines of artillery and forming line as well as the 
limited space permitted, they found themselves face 
to face with fresh and well-ordered troops. Marshal 
Bazaine had taken the precaution of substituting 
the Grenadier Guards Division for the defeated 
companies of the Ilnd Corps, having at last 
brought them up from his disengaged left wing, 
but not without filling the vacancy by a Division 
of the Ilird Corps. Thus the Prussian cavalry, 
on nearing, was received with such overwhelming 
fire from musketry and artillery that it pulled up 
short, and then slowly retired, its retreat being 
"Covered by two squadrons of Uhlans, who repeatedly 
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attacked the advancing enemy. The heavy horse 
did no actual fighting, but the artillery had gained 
time and opportunity to advance on a line from 
the skirt of the woods to Flavigny. 

It was now two o'clock. So far General von Al- 
vensleben had deceived the enemy with regard to 
the slender number of his troops by incessant as- 
saults. But the battle was now at a standstill, the 
battalions visibly thinned, their strength reduced 
by four hours of hard fighting, and the infantry had 
ahnost exhausted its supply of ammunition. There 
was not a battalion, not a battery left in reserve aU 
along the exposed line. There was nothing to be 
done but to maintain and defend the positions so 
hardly won. 

The left wing was in especial danger, being under 
the fire of the heavy artillery posted on the Roman 
road. Their greatly superior numbers permitted 
the French to extend their right wing, threatening 
thus to encircle the Prussians. 

Marshal Canrobert, in the French centre, had 
discerned the right moment to press forward on 
Vionville with all his forces. At this critical 
instant the Germans had only a small portion of 
the 5th Cavahy Division available to check him. 
Two brigades had been dispatched to cover the 
German left, and of the 12th Brigade, which re- 
mained in the rear of Vionville, two squadrons had 
been sent to the woods of Tronville. The two 
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regiments, the Magdeburg Cuirassiers and Altmaxk- 
isclie Lancers, ordered to face Canrobert's forces, 
were therefore only three squadrons, that is 800 
horses. 

General von Bredow first crossed the valley below 
Vionville in column, and then wheeling to the 
right he traversed the eastern slope, after having 
drawn up both regiments on the same front. 
Being received with heavy infantry and artillery 
fire, he made a determined attack on the enemy's 
lines, riding down the foremost, breaking through 
their fire and securing the guns and the drivers. 
The second line of the French again could not 
withstand this onslaught, and even their remoter 
batteries prepared to limber up. 

But the triumph and excitement of success carried 
the small body of horse too far, and after an advance 
of 3000 paces they found themselves surrounded 
by the cavalry of the enemy, which attacked them 
from all sides. There was not space enough for a 
second charge, and so after several encounters with 
the French cavalry the brigade was forced to cut 
its way back through the French infantry, who 
followed them up with numerous volleys. Only 
one-half of the men reached Flavigny alive, where 
they were re-organized into two squadrons, having 
succeeded by their devoted bravery in stopping the 
French from further attack on Vionville. 
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At three o'clock four of the German Divisions 
were advancing towards the Tronville woods. 
Barby's cavalry brigade, placed to keep watch on 
the western side, had to retire before the enemy's 
fire, and the infantry occupying the forest also had 
to yield to ,superior strength ; the batteries which 
were drawn up between Vionville and the wood were 
attacked in their unprotected rear at the opening of 
the forest, and were likewise forced to retire. But 
it took the French a full hour to conquer the 
obstinate resistance of the four Prussian battalions. 

At the subsequent roll-call, near Tronville, it was 
ascertained that the 24th Regiment had lost 1000 
men and 52 officers, while every officer of the 2nd 
Battalion of the 20th Regiment was killed. Half 
the 37th Brigade, which had backed up their com- 
rades voluntarily since noon, took possession of Tron- 
ville and prepared it for an obstinate defence. It 
was not till near three that the Ilird Corps, which 
had been fighting for seven hours almost single- 
handed, received any efficient assistance. 

While the Xth Corps was on the route to Thiau- 
court, its advanced guard heard heavy firing 
from the direction of Vionville, and the General 
in command. Von Voigts-Rhetz, immediately set 
out for the battle-field. Having personally as- 
certained how matters stood, he gave the necessary 
orders to the troops in rear. 
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Here again the artillery opened the attack^ Its 
fire stopped the advance of the enemy on both 
sides of the Tronville woods, especially when the 
batteries of the Ilird Corps simultaneously re- 
opened fire. Half an hour later the first infantry of 
Von Woyna's Brigade appeared on the field, drove 
the enemy back into the wood, and finally, 
assisted by the Diringshofen's Brigade, took pos- 
session of the northern outskirts. The right 
wing of the Ilird Corps had also been rein- 
forced. 

The 32nd Brigade of the Vlllth Corps, on being 
called upon to assist the 6th Division, imme- 
diately advanced from the Moselle vid Arry, 
though fatigued by a long march. The 11th Regi- 
ment joined the brigade, and three batteries were 
sent ahead to commence operations; this force 
emerged at five o'clock from the forest of St.- 
Amould. They at once made an assaiilt on the . 
heights of Maison Blanche, but, though renewing 
their attack three times, failed to take up that 
position in the teeth of Marshal Bazaine, who had 
greatly strengthened his Unes in front of Rezon- 
ville. Then the French, in their turn, assumed the 
offensive; but they too were unable to establish 
themselves on the hill, which was fully exposed to 
the well-directed fire of the Prussian artillery, 
and they again retraced their steps. Minor strug- 
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gles for this position were renewed on both sides, 
but were always frustrated either by the German 
or the French artillery ; and the fight on the right 
had become more or less stationary. 

The fact that on the left two French Divisions 
had retired, abandoning the woods of Tronville to 
a few newly-arrived Prussian battalions, can 
only be explained by a report having reached 
Bazaine's head-quarters that the enemy was harry- 
ing the right flank of the French near Hannon- 
ville. 

The enemy referred to was Wedell's Brigade, 
which, having started for Etain according to orders, 
on reaching St.-Hilaire at noon, received instruc- 
tions to proceed to the field of battle. 

General von Schwartzkoppen selected the high- 
way to Mars-la-Tour, with a view to falling on 
the enemy either in the rear or in flank. The 
French in the interim had extended their rein- 
forced right wing to the valley, west of Bruville, 
where three divisions of cavalry were drawn up. 

Thus, when General von Wedell's Brigade, no 
more than five battalions strong, advanced to the 
attack from both sides past Tronville, which the 
French themselves had fired, he found himself in 
front of the extensive line of the 4th French 
Brigade. 

The two Westphalian regiments advanced 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



58 The Franco-German War. 

steadily under the storm of shell and fire of 
mitrailleuses, when they suddenly reached the 
edge of a deep ravine. This, however, they soon 
traversed, but when they had scaled the opposite 
bank they were met by a murderous shower of 
bullets from the infantry, which were everywhere 
close upon them. After almost every on^ of the 
officers and generals had been killed, the remnant 
of the battalions fell back into the ravine ; 300 
men were taken prisoners, being imable to ascend 
the steep southern slope after the fatigue of a six- 
mile march. Those who escaped mustered at 
Tronville aroimd the bullet-riddled colours which 
Colonel von Cranach, the only officer who still had 
a horse under him, brought back in his own 
hand. 

Seventy-two officers and 2542 men were missing, 
out of 95 officers and 4546 men — ^more than half. 
The French pressed after the defeated enemy, but 
were checked on the right by the dauntless attack 
of the 1st Dragoon Guards, though that regiment 
was reduced by 260 horses and nearly all its 
officers gone ; and on the left by the 4th squadron 
of the 2nd Dragoon Guards, who faced three 
times their number of Chasseurs d'Aifrique. 

But there now appeared on the open ridge of 
Ville-sur-Yron a large force of cavalry. These 
were Legrand's Division and the Guard Brigade 
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de France in four compact masses, overlapping 
each other to the right. 

The Germans had only sixteen squadrons left, 
which now joined Barby's brigade ; they were drawn 
up in two bodies to the left of Mars-la-Tour. A 
little in advance of them stood the 13 th Dragoons, 
to receive the charge of the squadron of the Guards. 

The Dragoons charged the French first line — ^the 
Hussar Brigade, which had ridden through between 
the intervals of the Prussian regiments ; but soon 
afterwards General von Barby appeared with the 
remainder of his forces on the height of Ville-sur- 
Yron, and at half-past six o'clock the bodies of 
cavalry came into collision. 

A mighty cloud of dust concealed the ensuing 
hand-to-hand encounter of 5000 mounted men, 
swaying to and fro, fortune gradually deciding 
for the Prussians. General Montaigu was taken 
prisoner, severely wounded, and General Legrand 
feU while leading his Dragoons to the assistance of 
the Hussars. 

The Brigade de France allowed the enemy to 
approach within 150 paces, and then the Lancer 
Regiment rushed upon the Hanoverian Uhlans; 
but the latter outflanked them, and received 
unforeseen assistance from the 5th squadron of 
the 2nd Dragoon Guards, who, on their return 
fix)m a reconnaissance, plimging over fences and 
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ditches, fell upon the French in flank, while the 
Westphalian Cuirassiers at the same time broke 
their front. The Chasseurs d'Afrique tried in vain 
to hinder the movements of the Hanoverian 
Dragoons, who more and more enclosed them ; the 
clouds of dust began to move in a northerly direc- 
tion, and the entire French cavalry drew away 
towards the valley of Bruville, where they had 
still five regiments of Cl^rembault's cavalry. The 
general ordered one brigade to cross the valley, but 
the fleeing Hussars and some misunderstood signals 
threw them into confusion. They were borne 
back, and not until the infantry charged upon the 
Prussian pursuers in the covered valley did the 
latter desist from the pursuit. 

The Prussian regiments quietly reformed and 
then withdrew at a walk to Mars-la-Tour, followed 
at a great distance by part of Cl^rembault's 
Division. 

This, the greatest cavalry combat of the war, had 
the efiect of making the French right wing give up 
all further attempts to act on the offensive. The 
Germans mourned the loss of many superior 
officers, who always, at the head of their men, had 
set them a splendid example. 

Prince Frederick Charles had now hastened to 
the field of battle. The day was nearly at an end, 
darkness approaching, and the battle won. The 
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Prassians in the evening stood on the ground 
which in the morning had been occupied by the 
French. Though General von Alvensleben had in 
the first instance been under the impression that 
he would have only the French rear-guard to deal 
with, he did not hesitate in the attack when he 
found the entire Army before him. With his single 
Corps he kept up the fight till the afternoon, and 
drove back the enemy from Flavigny to Rezon- 
ville, a distance of more than half a mile. This was 
one of the most brilliant achievements of the war. 

Thanks to the valuable assistance of the Xth 
Corps the battle could be carried on through the 
afternoon on the defensive, but only by most de- 
cided counter-attacks from the cavalry, and the 
unflinching tenacity of the artillery. 

To renew a challenge to the enemy, who still 
greatly outnumbered the Germans, would now 
have been rashness, and, as they could hope for 
no further assistance, might have jeopardized the 
success so dearly paid for. 

The troops were exhausted, most of their am- 
munition spent, the horses had been saddled 
for fifteen hours, and without fodder. A part of 
the batteries could only be moved at a slow pace, 
and the nearest Prussian troops on the left bank of 
the Moselle, the Xllth Corps, were a day's march 
distant. 
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Notwithstanding all this, an order from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, issued at seven o'clock, decreed a 
renewed attack by all troops on the positions 
occupied by the enemy. The Xth Corps was quite 
incapable of responding to this demand, but part 
of the artillery and a small force of infantry went 
forward on the right. The batteries succeeded in 
ascending the much-disputed plateau south of 
Rezonville, but only to be exposed to the fire of 
infantry and artillery on both sides, and fifty-four 
guns of the French Guards alone, drawn up beyond 
the vaUey, were taking them in flank. The 
Prussian batteries were compelled to retreat, but 
two brigades of the 6th Cavalry Division were still 
pressing forward, hardly able to see what they were 
doing in the increasing darkness. They, too, came 
within range of the same fire, and withdrew with 
great loss. 

Fighting did not entirely cease imtil ten o'clock, 
when both sides had lost 16,000 men. Neither 
could make any attempt at pursuit. The Germans 
reaped the fruits of this victory only in its results. 
The troops, worn out by a twelve hours' struggle, 
encamped on the victorious but bloody field, im- 
mediately opposite the French lines. 

Those Corps of the Ilnd Army which had not 
taken part in the battle, had marched on towards the 
Meuse, the advanced guard of the IVth Corps on the 
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left wing being directed on Toul. This fortress, 
commanding a railway-line of importance for 
the further progress of the Grerman Army, was 
reported to be but insufficiently garrisoned, and 
it was resolved to take it by surprise. But the 
fire of field-artillery only proved futile. Stone 
bastions and a wide moat made it impregnable. 
An attempt to batter down the gates by shot and 
thus gain an entrance proved a failure. Finally the 
imdertaking was given up, and not without some 
loss on the part of the Germans. 

At the Army head-quarters in Pont-k-Mousson 
it was known by about noon that the Ilird Corps 
was engaged in serious conflict, and that the Xth 
and IXth had moved up to its assistance. The 
full significance and the far-reaching consequences 
of this information were recognized at once. 

The French evidently had been stopped in their 
retreat, but it was to be presumed that they would 
again make strenuous eiForts to effect it. 

The Xllth Corps was therefore ordered to 
set out for Mars-la-Tour as early as three 
o'clock next morning, and the Vllth and Vlllth 
Corps were to stand in readiness at Corny and 
Arry. 

The bridge over the river was to be constructed 
with all despatch during the night. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Ilnd Army at Gorze ordered 
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the Guards to go at once to Mars-la-Tour and take 
up a position on the left of the Xllth Corps. 

The execution of these orders was facilitated by 
the foresight of the generals, who had in the 
course of the day received news of the battle which 
had been fought. Prince George of Saxony at 
once placed his Division on the road to Thiaucourt, 
and the Prince of Wurtemburg collected the 
Infantry of the Guards in their northern canton- 
ments to be in readiness for an early march. 

August nth. — On August 17th, at daybreak, the 
French outposts were still observed occupying the 
entire line between Bruville and Rezonville. In 
their rear there was a stir and much signalling, 
which might indicate an intended attack or pre- 
parations for retreat. 

The King arrived from Pont-a-Mousson at Fla- 
vigny as early as six o'clock. The reports sent in 
to head-quarters until noon by the reconnoitring 
cavalry were somewhat contradictory ; they did 
not make it clear whether the French were concen- 
trating at Metz, or retreating by the two still open 
roads vid Etain and Brierg. Hostile movements 
had nowhere been observed. 

By one o'clock, after a skirmish on the way, 
the head of the Vllth Corps had reached the 
northern skirt of the Bois des Ognons, opposite 
which the French subsequently abandoned Grave- 
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lotte. The Vlllth Corps stood ready at Gorze, the 
Illrd, IXth and Xth had remained in their positions, 
the Xllth and the Guards were marching on. By 
the next day the Germans could count on having 
seven Corps and three Cavalry Divisions at their 
disposal; for the present no attack was to be 
made. 

In preparing for the forthcoming battle on 
August 18th, two possible issues were to be 
anticipated. To this end, the left wing was 
despatched in a northerly direction past Don- 
court towards the nearest of the routes still 
open for the retreat of the French. If the enemy 
were already retiring they were to be at once 
attacked and detained; the right wing would 
foUow to support the left. 

In case the enemy was encountered at Metz, the 
left wing was to turn eastwards and out-flank the 
French on the north, while the right was to keep 
them engaged in fighting until this movement was 
accomplished. The battle, under these circum- 
stances, could not be decided until late in the day, 
owing to the widely turning movement of a portion 
of the force. A peculiar feature of the case was 
that both parties had to fight with changed front 
and break up their lines of commimication. The 
consequences of victory or defeat would thus be 
greatly enhanced or aggravated, but the French 
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had the advantage of a larger field for action and 
of reserves behind them. 

A decision was arrived at, and by two o'clock 
orders were issued to the left wing at Flavigny to 
advance in Echelon. The movements of each Corps 
during the battle were to depend on the reports 
brought into head-quarters. The King then 
returned to Pont-^-Mousson. 

As early as nine o'clock in the morning the 
Saxon Division of Cavalry had come up to the west 
of Conflans, on the road to Etain, and reported no 
enemy visible except a few scouts. Still, this only 
proved that the French had not begun their retreat 
on the 17th. 

The Xllth Corps, behind and to the left of its 
cavalry, arrived at Mars-la-Tour and Puxieux 
during the day, and the Guards moved on to Han- 
nonville, on the Yron, before nightfall. The Ilnd 
Corps, which ever since it left the railway had fol- 
lowed in the wake of the Ilnd Army, reached 
Pont-^-Mousson, and was ordered to proceed by 
Buxiferes at four in the morning. 

Battle of Gravelotte — St.-Privat. 

(August 18th.) 

Marshal Bazaine had not thought it advisable to 
proceed to Verdun now that the Germans were so 
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close on the flank of such a movement. He pre- 
ferred to assemble his forces at Metz, in a position 
which he rightly supposed to be almost impregnable. 

Such a position was afforded by the range of 
hills, bordering on the west of the valley of Chatel. 
That side facing the enemy sloped away like a 
glacis, while the short and steep decline behind 
offered protection for the reserves. The Ilnd, Ilird, 
I Vth and Vlth Corps were placed on the ridge of the 
hills between Roncourt and Rozerieulles, a distance 
of one mile and a half (German) ; thus there were 
eight or ten men to every yard of ground. 

A brigade of the Vth Corps stood at Ste.-Ruffine 
in the valley of the Moselle, the cavalry in the rear 
of the two wings. 

The positions of the Ilnd and Ilird Corps were 
hastily entrenched, batteries and covered ways were 
established and the farmhouses in front prepared 
for defence. To approach this left wing from the 
west it was necessary to cross the deep valley of the 
Mance. The Vlth Corps on the other hand had no 
engineering tools ; and it is indicative of the general 
ill-equipment of the French that, merely to con- 
vey the woimded to the rear, in spite of the enormous 
baggage-train, provision waggons had to be un- 
loaded and their contents burnt. This Corps was 
therefore unable to construct such defences on the 
side overlooking the forest of Jaumont as were 
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necessary to strengthen the right wing. This would 
undoubtedly have been the place for the Guards, 
but in his fear of an attack from the south Marshal 
Bazaine kept them in reserve at Plappeville. 

The King again arrived at Flavigny at six o'clock 
on the morning of the 18th. All officers in com- 
mand were ordered to report directly to head- 
quarters, and Staff-officers of Army Head-quarters 
were despatched in all directions to watch the 
progress of the engagement. 

The Vllth Army Corps, forming the pivot upon 
which the intended wheel to the right was to be 
effected, occupied the Bois de Vaux and Bois des 
Ognons ; the Vlllth, under the personal command 
of the King, halted at Rezonville ready to proceed to 
the north or east, as might be required. The IXth 
Corps, on its left, advanced towards the Marcel, 
while the Ilird and Xth formed the second line. 
The Guards and Xllth Corps moved in a northerly 
direction. 

A serious delay occurred when the Xllth Corps 
of the Ilnd Army, which was stationed on the right, 
was commanded to form the left 'Nving, by the 
crossing of the two on the march. Tlie Saxon 
troops did not get through Mars-la-Tour until 
nine o'clock, and till then the Guards could not 
follow. 

The advanced guard of the Xllth Corps had 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Battle of Gravelotte — St.-Privat. 69 

meanwhile reached Jamy, and proceeded as far as 
Briey without encountering the enemy. 

Before this could be known, the authorities at 
head-quarters had been convinced that at least 
the main forces of the enemy were still at Metz ; 
misapprehension, however, prevailed as to the ex- 
tension of theii' lines, and it was thought the 
French front did not reach beyond Montigny. 
The general in command of the Ilnd Army was 
therefore instructed not to proceed further north- 
ward, but to join the IX th Corps in attacking the 
enemy's right wing, and move in the direction of 
Batilly with the Guards and the Xllth Coi'ps. The 
1st Army was not to attack in the front until the 
Ilnd was ready to strike. 

In obedience to this Prince Frederick Charles 
ordered the IXth Corps to march on to Vemeville, 
and, in case the French right wing should be found 
there, to open battle by bringing a large force of 
artillery into action. The Guards were to continue 
their advance via Doncourt to reinforce the IXth 
as soon as possible. The Xllth was to remain at 
Jamy for the present. 

A little later fresh reports came in which in- 
dicated that the IXth Corps, if proceeding in the 
manner ordered, would come upon the French 
centre, instead of their right wing. The Prince 
therefore determined that the Corps should post- 
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pone the attack till the Guards had done so at 
Amanvillers. At the same time the Xllth Corps 
was pushed on to Ste.-Marie-aux-Chenes. 

But while these ordei-s were being given, the 
first heavy firing was heard at VemeviUe. This 
was at twelve o'clock. 

The two Corps on the left had, of their own 
accord, taken an easterly direction -without 
waiting for orders, and the Ilird Corps moved up 
behind the IXth at the farm of Caube. 

General von Manstein, in command of the 
IXth, had obsen^ed from near Vemeville a French 
encampment at Amanvillers, apparently in a state 
of quietude. Frbm that point of view the 
great masses of troops on their immediate left at 
St.-Privat were not visible. Mistaking this camp 
for the right wing, he determined to act on his first 
orders and take the foe by surprise. Eight of his 
batteries at once opened fire. 

But it did not take the French troops long to move 
into the position assigned to them. The indepen- 
dent action of a single Corps naturally exposed it 
not only to the fire of the troops opposite, but to 
an attack in flank. 

To obtain some shelter on the field, the Prussian 
batteries had taken up a position on the shoulder 
of the hill below Amanvillers facing the south- 
east, where they were exposed from the north, on 
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the flank, and even in the rear to the fire of French 
artillery, as well as to the concentrated fire of their 
infantry. 

To meet this, the battalions nearest at hand 
were ordered forward. They took possession of 
the eastern point of the Bois de la Cusse on the 
left, and on the right seized the farmhouses of 
L'Envie and Chantrenne, forcing their way into 
the Bois des Genivaux. Thus the line of battle 
of the 18th Division gained a front of 4000 paces. 

Its losses were very great, for the French with 
their long-range Chassep6t rifles could afibrd to 
keep out of range of the needle-gun ; the artillery 
especially suflered severely. One of the batteries 
had already lost forty-five gunners when it was 
attacked by French sharpshooters. There was no 
infantry at hand to retaliate, and two guns 
were lost. By two o'clock all the batteries were 
almost hors-de-combaty and no relief arrived tiU the 
Hessian Division reached Habonville, and brought 
up five batteries on either side of the railway, thus 
diverting on themselves the concentrated fire of the 
enemy. The batteries of the 18th Division, which 
had suffered most, could now be withdrawn in suc- 
cession, but even in their retreat they had to defend 
themselves against their pursuers by grapeshot. 

The artillery of the Ilird Corps and the Guards 
were likewise sent to the assistance of the IXth, 
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and those of the damaged guns which were still fit 
for service were at once brought into line. Thus 
a front of 130 guns was drawn up before Veme- 
ville as far as St.-Ail, and its fire soon told upon 
the enemy. Now, when the Ilird Corps was 
approaching Vemeville and the 3rd Brigade of 
Guards had reached HabonviUe, there was no fear 
that the French would break through the line. 

The main force of the Guards had arrived at St.- 
Ail as early as two o'clock. General von Pape at 
once saw that by wheeling to the east he would 
not encounter the right wing of the French, which 
was to be out-flanked, but would expose his own 
left wing to the forces occupying Ste.-Marie-aux- 
Chenes. The first thing to be done was to gain 
possession of this village — almost a town. It was 
strongly occupied and well flanked by the main 
position of the French army ; but, in obedience to 
superior orders, he must await the arrival of a 
co-operative Saxon contingent. 

The advance guard of this Corps had already 
reached the vicinity of Batilly, but was yet half 
a mile distance from Ste.-Marie, so its batteries 
could not be placed in position west of the town 
until three o'clock. But as the Guards had sent 
most of their own artillery to the support of the 
IXth Corps, this was substantial aid. 

Ten batteries now opened fire upon Ste.-Marie, 
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and by the time it was beginning to tell the 47th 
Brigade of the Xllth Corps came up. At half-past 
three the Prussian and Saxon battalions stormed 
the town from the south and west and north, amid 
vociferous cheers, and without further returning the 
fire of the enemy. The French were driven from 
the place, and a few hundred were taken prisoners. 

The Saxons tried to follow them up, and a lively 
infantry engagement ensued, north of Ste.-Marie, 
which masked the artillery. As soon as the 
brigade had been ordered to retire, the batteries 
re-opened fire, and the repeated efforts of the 
French to regain the lost position were frustrated. 

Soon afterwards the IXth Corps succeeded in 
taking and holding the farm of Champenois, but 
all further attempts, by isolated battalions or com- 
panies, to force their way on against the broad 
and compact centre of the French were, on the face 
of it, futile. Thus, by about five o'clock, the in- 
fantry ceased fire, and the artiller}^ only fired an 
occasional shot. Fatigue on both sides caused 
an almost total suspension of hostilities in this part 
of the field. 

The Commander-in-Chief decided that the 1st 
Army should not engage in serious assault until 
the Ilnd stood close to the enemy ; but when the 
day was half-spent and brisk firing was heard 
about noon from Vionville, it was to be supposed 
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that the time for action had arrived ; still, for the 
present permission was only given to send forward 
the artillery in preparation for the fight. 

.Sixteen batteries of the Vllth and Vlllth Corps 
accordingly drew up to the right and left of the 
highway running through Gravelotte. Their fire 
was ineffective, as they were too far from the enemy ; 
besides they were suffering from the fire of the 
French tirailleurs, who had established themselves 
in the opposite woods. It became necessary to 
drive them out, so here again there was a sharp 
skirmish. The French had to abandon the eastern 
portion of the Mance valley, and the artillery, now 
increased to twenty batteries, was able to advance 
to the western ridge and direct its fire against the 
main position of the enemy. 

The battalions of the 29th Brigade followed up 
this advantage. They pressed forward into the 
southern part of the Bois dcs Genivaux on the left, 
but were unable to effect a connection with the 
IXth Corps, occupying the north of the forest, as 
the French coul.l not be driven from the inter- 
vening ground. On the right, various detachments 
took possession of the quarries and gravel-pits 
near St.-Hubert. 

The artillery meanwhile had got the better of the 
French guns ; several of their batteries were silenced, 
others prevented from getting into position. The 
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French fire was in part directed on the farm of St.- 
Hubert, on which the 30th Brigade were gradually 
encroaching. This well-defended structure was 
stormed at three o'clock, close under the face of the 
enemy's main position, and in spite of a tremendous 
fire. The 3 1st Brigade had also got across the valley, 
but an attempt to reach the farms of Moscow and 
Leipzig, over the open plain enclosed by the enemy 
on three sides, proved a failure and resulted in great 
loss. The 26th Brigade had taken possession of 
Jussy, on the extreme right, thus maintaining the 
connection with Metz, but found it impossible to 
cross the deep valley of Rozerieulles. 

The advanced detachments of the French had 
been repulsed on all sides, the farms in their 
front were burning, their artillery appeared to be 
Silenced, and, viewing the situation from Grave- 
lotte, there remained nothing but pursuit. General 
von Steinmetz therefore, at four o'clock, ordered 
fresh forces to the front for a renewed attack. 

While the Vllth Corps occupied the border of the 
wood, four batteries, backed by the 1st Cavalry 
Division, made their way through the narrow 
ravine extending for about 1500 paces east of 
Gravelotte. But as soon as the advanced guard 
of the long column came in sight, the French 
redoubled their rifle and artillery fire, which had 
till now been kept under. One battery had soon 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 The Franco- German War. 

lost the men serving four of its guns, and was 
hardly able to return into the wood; a second 
never even got into position. The batteries under 
Hasse and Gnugge, on the other hand, held their 
own at St.-Hubert in spite of tlie loss of seventy- 
five horses and of the firing from the quarries in 
their rear. 

The foremost regiment of cavalry wheeled to 
the right after leaving the hollow way, and galloped 
towards Point-du- Jour, but the enemy, being com- 
pletely under cover, offered no opportunity for an 
attack. Evidently this was no field for utilizing 
the cavalry, so the regiments retired through the 
Mance valley under a heavy fire from all sides. 

This ill-success of the Germans encouraged the 
French to advance from Point-du- Jour with 
swarms of tirailleurs, who succeeded in driving the 
Prussians back from the open ground as far as the 
skirts of the wood. The bullets of the Chassep6ts 
even reached the hill where the Commander-in- 
Chief was watching the battle, and Prince Adal- 
bert's horse was shot under him. 

Fresh forces were now at hand and drove the 
enemy back to his main position. St.-Hubert had 
remained in the hands of the Germans ; and though 
the survivors there were only sufficient to serve 
one gun, still every attempt to cross the exposed 
plateau proved a failure. Thus hostilities ceased 
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at this point also, at about five o'clock in the after- 
noon, allowing the weary troops on both sides to 
take breath and reorganize. 

King William and his staff rode over to the hill 
on the south of Malmaison at about the same hour, 
but could see nothing of the situation of the left 
wing, which was more than a mile away. The 
French artillery had ceased firing along the centre, 
from La Folie to Point-du- Jour ; but to the north- 
wards the thunder of artillery was louder than 
gver. It was six o'clock, the day was nearly at an 
end, and decided action must at once be taken. 
The King therefore ordered the 1st Army to 
advance once more, and for that purpose placed 
the Ilnd Corps, just arrived after a long march, 
under the command of General von Steinmetz. 

Those battalions of the Vllth Corps which could 
still do good service, except five, which were kept 
in reserve, were again sent up the Mance valley, 
and the battalions from the Bois de Vaux came to 
their support towards Point-du-Jour and the 
quarries. The Ilnd Corps of the French Army thus 
attacked was now reinforced by Guard Voltigeur 
Division. All the reserves were brought to the 
front. The artillery was more rapidly served, and 
a destructive musketry fire was directed on the 
advancing enemy. Then the French on their side 
made an attack. A strong body of riflemen dis- 
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persed the smaller parties which were lying in the 
open, destitute of commanders, and drove them 
back to the wood. There, however, their advance 
was checked, and there was still another Army- 
Corps ready for action. 

The Ilnd Corps, the last to come up by rail to 
the seat of war, had up to this time followed in the 
• wake of the army by forced marches, but had not 
yet fought in any engagement. It had started 
from Pont-^-Mousson at 2 p.m. and, taking the 
road by Buxieres and Rezonville, arrived south of 
Gravelotte in the evening. The Pomeranians 
were eager to get at the enemy without delay. 

It would have been better if the Chief of 
the Staff, who was personally on the field at the 
time, had not allowed this movement at so late an 
hour. A body of troops, still completely intact, 
might have been of great value the next day ; it 
was not likely this evening to effect the issue. 

Rushing out of Gravelotte, the foremost batta- 
lions of the Ilnd Corps pushed forward to the 
quarries, and up to within a few hundred paces of 
Point-du- Jour ; but those following were soon en- 
tangled in the turmoil of the troops under fire 
south of St.-Hubert, and any further advance to- 
wards Moscow was arrested. Darkness was falling, 
and friend became indistinguishable from foe. So 
the firing was stopped ; but not until ten o'clock 
did it entirely cease. 
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The advance of the Ilnd Corps resulted in some 
good, however, for these fresh troops could occupy 
the fighting-line for the night, while the mixed 
companies of the Vllth and Vlllth Corps were 
enabled to re-form in their rear. 

The whole course of the engagement had con- 
clusively proved that the position of the French 
left wing, made almost impregnable by nature 
and art, could not be shaken even by the most 
devoted bravery and the greatest sacrifices. Both 
parties were now facing each other in threatening 
proximity, and both fully able to reopen battle 
next morning. The success of the day must de- 
pend on events at the other end of the French 
line. 

The Prince of Wurtemburg, standing at Ail, 
believed that the hour had come for an attack 
on the French right at about a quarter-past five ; 
but that wing extended much further north than 
the line of his Guards, farther, indeed, than the 
French Commander-in-Chief himself was aware of. 
Though the Saxons had participated in the capture 
of Ste.-Marie-aux-Chenes, the Crown Prince deemed 
it necessary to assemble his Corps at the Bois 
d'Aubou^, to attack the enemy in flank. One of 
the brigades had to come from Jamy, and one from 
Ste.-Marie ; so, as the Corps was late in getting 
away from Mars-la-Tour, it was not expected to 
be on the field for some hours yet. 
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The 4th Brigade of Foot Guards, in obedience to 
orders, proceeded in the direction of Jerusalem, 
inunediately south of St.-Privat. As soon as 
Greneral von Manstein, in command of the IXth 
Corps, observed this, he ordered the 3rd Brigade of 
Guards, which had been placed at his orders, to 
advance from Habonville towards Amanvillers. 

Between these two brigades marched the Hessians, 
but it was not till half an hour later that the 1st 
Division of Guards joined from Ste. -Marie, marching 
on St.-Privat, on the left of the 2nd. This attack 
was directed against the broad front of the French 
IVth and Vlth Corps. Their fortified positions at 
St.-Privat and Amanvillers had as yet hardly 
felt the fire of the German batteries, which had 
found sufficient employment in replying to the 
enemy's artillery outside the villages. 

Several ranks of riflemen, one above the other, 
were placed in front of the French main position, 
on the hedges and fences in a slope up the ridge. 
At their back towered St.-Privat, castle-like, with 
its massive buildings, which were crowded by 
soldiers to the very roof. The open plain in front 
was thus exposed to an overwhelming shower of 
projectiles. 

The losses of the attacking Guards were, in fact, 
enormous. In the course of half an hour five bat- 
talions lost aU, the others the greater part of their 
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officers, especially those of the higher grades. 
Thousands of dead and wounded marked the track 
of the troops, who, in spite of their losses, pressed 
forward. The ranks, as fast as they were thinned, 
closed up again, and their compact formation was 
not broken even under the leadership of young 
lieutenants and ensigns. As they got nearer to 
the enemy the needle-gun did good service. The 
French were driven from all their foremost posi- 
tions, where, for the most part, they did not await 
the final struggle. By a quarter-past six the 
battalions had advanced to within 600 to 800 
paces of Amanvillers and St.-Privat. The troops, 
weary from long combat, halted under the steeper 
slopes offering some, though small, protection, and 
in the trenches just abandoned by the enemy. Only 
four battalions now remained in reserve at Ste.- 
Marie, behind the German line, which now ex- 
tended to a length of 4000 paces. Every charge 
of the French cavalry and of Cissy's Division had 
been persistently repelled with the aid of twelve 
batteries of the Guards, which had now put in an 
appearance ; but the German troops, reduced, as 
they were, by untold losses, had to face two 
French Corps for thirty minutes longer before 
reinforcements came to their aid. 

It was nearly seven o'clock when, to the left of 
the Guards, two brigades of the Saxon infantry 
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arrived on the field ; the other two were still as- 
sembling in the forest of Auboue ; their artillery, 
however, had for some time kept up a lively fire on 
Roncourt. 

When Bazaine, at three o'clock, received word 
that the Germans were extending the line to en- 
close his right wing, he ordered Picard's Division 
of the Grenadier Guards, posted at Plappeville, to 
advance to the scene of action. Though the dis- 
tance was no more than a mile through the wooded 
valley on the right of the highway, his all-impor- 
tant reinforcement had not yet arrived at seven 
o'clock, and Marshal Canrobert, who was hardly 
able, by the most strenuous efforts, to check the 
advance of the Prussians, decided to rally his 
troops closer to the fortified town of St.-Privat. 
The retreat from Roncourt was to be covered by 
a small rearguard, as the border of the Bois de 
Jaumont was to be held. 

Thus it happened that the Saxons found less 
resistance at Roncourt than they expected, and 
entered the town after a short struggle, together 
with the companies of the extreme left of the 
Guards ; part of them had previously been diverted 
from the road to Roncourt to assist the Guards, 
and marched direct on St.-Privat. There terrible 
havoc was worked by the twenty-four batteries 
of the two German Corps. Many houses were 
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in flames, or falling in ruins under the shower 
of shell. But the French were determined to 
defend this point, where the fate of the day was 
to be decided to the last. The batteries belonging 
to their right wing were placed between St.-Privat 
and the Bois de Jaumont, that is, on the flank of 
the advancing Saxons. Others faced the Prussians 
from the south, and as the German columns came 
on side by side they were received by a shower of 
bullets from the French rifles. 

All these obstacles were defied in the onward 
rush, though again under heavy losses, some stop- 
ping here and there to fire a volley, others again 
never firing a shot. By sundown they stood within 
300 paces of St.-Privat. Some detachments of the 
Xth Corps, who were on the road to St.- Ail, now 
joined them, and the final onset was made from 
every side at once. The French still defended 
the burning houses and the church with great 
obstinacy, till, finding themselves completely sur- 
rounded, they surrendered at about eight o'clock. 
More than 2000 men were taken prisoners, and 
the wounded were rescued from the burning 
houses. 

The defeated remnant of the IVth French Corps 
retired towards the valley of the Moselle, their 
retreat being covered by the brigade occupying 
the Bois de Jaumont and by the cavalry. 

G 2 
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Only at that period did the Grenadier Guards 
put in an appearance, drawing up the artillery 
reserves east of Amanvillers. The German bat- 
teries at once took up the fight, which lasted till 
late in the night, and Amanvillers also was left 
burning. 

Here the retirement of the IVth French Corps 
had already commenced, screened by repeated 
severe onslaughts ; the right wing of the Guards 
and the left of the IXth Corps had a lively hand-to- 
hand encounter with the enemy. Still the town 
remained in the hands of the French for the night. 
Their Ilird Corps maintained their position at Mos- 
cow until three o'clock, and the second until five 
o'clock in the morning, though engaged in con- 
stant' frays with the outposts of the Pomeranian 
Division, who eventually took possession of the 
plateaus of Moscow and Point-du- Jour. 

This success of the 18th of August had only 
been made possible by the preceding battles of the 
14th and 16th. 

The French estimate their losses at 13,000 men. 
In October 173,000 were still in Metz, which 
proves that more than 180,000 French engaged in 
the battle of the 18th. The seven German Corps 
facing them were exactly 178,818 strong. Thus 
the French had been driven out of a position of 
almost unrivalled natural advantages by a numeri- 
cally inferior force. It is self-evident that the loss 
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of the aggressors must have been much greater 
than that of the defence ; it amounted to 20,584 
men, among them 899 officers. 

Though the war-establishment provides one 
officer to every forty men, in this battle one officer 
had been killed to every twenty-three ; a splendid 
testimony to the example set by the officers to their 
brave men, but a loss which could not be made good 
during the course of the war. During the first fort- 
night of August, in six battles the Germans had lost 
50,000 men. It was impossible at once to find 
substitutes, but new companies were formed of 
time-expired soldiers. 

The first thing to be done that same evening 
was to move on the foremost baggage train, 
and the ambulance corps from the right bank of 
the Moselle ; ammunition was also served out all 
round. In Rezonville, which was crowded with the 
woimded, a little garret for the King and quarters 
for the Staff had with much difficulty been secured. 
The officers were engaged throughout the night in 
studying the requirements which the new situation 
created by the victory peremptorily demanded. 
All these orders were placed before his Majesty for 
approval by the morning of the 19th. 

New Distribution of the Army. 
The siege of Metz had formed no part of the 
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original plan of campaign ; it had been intended 
to station a corps of observation in the vicinity 
of this fortress, while the main army should 
advance on Paris ; the reserve division, consisting 
of eighteen battalions, sixteen squadrons, and 
thirty-six guns, detailed for that duty, was now 
near at hand. 

Under existing circumstances, however, the 
town must be invested, and this necessitated a 
complete redistribution of the army. 

A special army was formed for that purpose 
under the command of Prince Frederick Charles, 
consisting of the 1st, Vllth, and Vlllth Corps of the 
former 1st Army, the Ilnd, Ilird,. IXth, and Xth 
Corps of the Ilnd Army, the reserve division and 
the 1st and 3rd Cavalry Divisions, in all 150,000 
men. 

The IXth and the Xllth Corps of the Guards, 
and the 5th and 6th Cayalry Divisions were placed 
under the command of the Crown Prince of 
Saxony, and called " The Army of the Meuse ; " 
it was 138,000 strong. This and the Ilird 
Army, amounting to 223,000 men, were directed to 
advance against the French reforming at Chdlons. 

The besieging force was still weaker than the 
blockaded enemy. It was to be expected that the 
French would renew their efforts to force their way 
westward. Prince Frederick Charles' main forces 
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were therefore to remain on the left bank of the 
Moselle. 

All these orders were signed by the King and 
dispatched to the officers in command by eleven 
o'clock. 

Prince Frederick Charles now directed the Xth 
Corps to occupy the woodland districts of the lower 
Moselle as far as St.-Privat, while the Ilnd was to 
take up its position on the high ridge between that 
point and Moscow. The Vllth and Vlllth Corps 
joined them on the right, the first-named encamping 
on both sides of the Upper Moselle. The 1st Corps 
stood near Pouilly to the left and right of the Seille, 
especially commissioned to protect the great maga- 
zines which were to be established at Remilly and 
Pont-a-Mousson. The 3rd Reserve Division pro- 
ceeded to the vicinity of Retonfay, north-east of 
Metz. The IXth and Ilird Corps encamped at St.- 
Marie and Vemeville in reserve. All these troops 
immediately began to throw up earthworks and 
dig trenches, while bridges were thrown over the 
Moselle above and below the fortress. 

The Corps belonging to the Army of the Meuse 
were also set in motion, the Xllth assembling at 
Conflans and the Guards at Mars-la-Tour ; the IVth 
Corps, which had not been ordered to Metz, had 
already reached Commercy. 

The nird Army, after crossing the mountains 
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and leaving a Bavarian brigade to blockade Toul, 
had advanced in three columns. Its foremost corps 
had already reached the Meuse, but were obliged 
to encamp there for two days, to cross with the 
rest of the Meuse army near that point. Its 
cavalry meanwhile patrolled the territory as far as 
Ch&lons and Vitry, and there, for the first time 
since Worth, renewed acquaintance with the 
enemy. The French encountered were only out- 
posts on the Mame railway-line, who retired as 
soon as the transport service was finished. 

The Army of Chalons. 

Meanwhile a French army had formed at Ch&lons, 
consisting of 166 battalions, 100 squadrons and 
380 guns, belonging to the 1st, Vth, Vllth, and 
Xllth Corps. 

The division originally stationed on the Spanish 
frontier formed its nucleus, to which were added 
four regiments of marine infantry and two 
divisions of cavalry, thus constituting a very 
superior force. General Trochu, who had been 
made Governor of Paris, had taken with him 
eighteen battalions of the Oarde Mobile^ they having 
behaved in such a refractory manner that it would 
have been rash to confront them with the enemy. 

The Emperor had arrived in Chdlons and placed 
Marshal MacMahon in command of the newly- 
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formed army. At the Imperial head-quarters it 
was supposed, and with good reason, that Marshal 
Bazaine was retreating from Metz. The Army of 
ChSlons could easily unite with that of Bazaine by 
proceeding to Verdun, only a distance of a few 
days' marches,' and the combined armies might 
indeed have held their own against the victorious 
Germans. MacMahon, on the other hand, had to 
provide for the defence of Paris, and that capital, 
no less than his own right flank, was threatened by 
the advance of the Crown Prince of Prussia's army 
to the Meuse. 

To enable MacMahon to decide whether he 
should advance or again retire, it was necessary that 
the direction taken by Marshal Bazaine should be 
known. 

On the 18th, Bazaine had sent word that he had 
maintained his position in a battle near Rezonville, 
but that the troops, before marching further, must 
have food and ammunition. From this it seemed 
only too probable that the communications of the 
Army of the Rhine were already threatened, and 
MacMahon determined to march on Rheims, whence 
he could either reach Paris, though by a somewhat 
roundabout way, or turn back and eiFect a junction 
with the other army. 

But when it became known that the Crown 
Prince of Prussia's army had not even been near 
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Metz, and that Prussian cavalry had abready ap- 
peared before Vitry, the Marshal recognized the 
danger of such an undertaking. He therefore 
determined to march on Paris, and very wisely 
refused to obey the order of the Empress and the 
Ministerial Council when they desired him to take 
the other course. Outside Paris he could risk a 
battle with advantage, since the fortifications, even 
in the event of defeat, guaranteed a safe retreat 
and made pursuit impossible. 

Additional reports from Metz did not help to 
clear up the situation there; Even on the 18th 
" they had held their ground," the narrative ran,"the 
right wing alone had changed front ; the troops re- 
quired two to three days' rest," but the Marshal 
" was still determined to press forward in a northerly 
direction," and fight his way to Chfilons, via Mont- 
medy and Ste.-Men^hould, " if this road was not 
too strongly held by the enemy. In that case he 
would march on Sedan, and even by M^zieres on 
Chalons. 

But Bazaine might ah'eady have begun this move- 
ment, so MacMahon, who would not desert his 
comrades, abandoned the idea of marching directly 
on Paris, and, on the 23rd, took the road to Stenay. 

This sudden decision left no time for the dis- 
positions necessary for such an imdertaking. At 
the end of the first day's march the troops arrived, 
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late in the evening, on the banks of the Suippe 
river in a pouring rain. They lacked every neces- 
sary, and two Corps were entirely without food. 
The Marshal was therefore forced to move further 
northward to Rethel, where large victualling maga- 
zines had been established, and whence stores could 
be sent after them by rail. Even on the third 
day's march the army had made little progress 
eastward. The left wing was left at Rethel, 
the right gat as far as the Aisne, near Vouziers. 
On August 26th the main force was still standing 
between Attigny and Le Chene on the Ardennes 
canal, while the Vllth Corps and a regiment of 
Hussars were posted in front of Vouziers to cover 
the right flank. 

While the French army was thus making a wide 
detour to the east, the German forces, which had 
been put in motion at the same time, were marching 
in a straight line westward. 

According to orders issued from head-quarters 
at Pont-^-Mousson, the advance on the enemy, 
who was supposed to be at Chalons, was to be 
effected in such a manner as to give the Ilird 
Army, marching on the left of the Army of the 
Meuse, a day's start, so as to attack the 
French wherever they might make a stand, both 
in front and on the right flank, and thus force 
them off the Paris route to the northward. The 
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two armies were to converge as they advanced, 
and to reach the line of Ste.-Men6hould and Vitry 
on the 26th. 

On the first day's march, the troops being still 
twelve miles apart, they reached the Mense ; on the 
second day, the 24th, they were in a line formed by 
St.-Dizier, Bar-le-Duc, and Verdun. The attempt 
to take Verdun and Toul on their route proved 
futile. 

The 4th Cavalry Division, which had greatly 
extended its reconnoitring expeditions, brought in 
important news even on that early date. The 
Rhenish dragoons had discovered that Ch&lons and 
the camp at Mourmelon were deserted, and though 
the stores in camp had been burnt, they found 
plenty of loot. A letter, written by a French 
officer, had been intercepted, which intimated that 
MacMahon purposed to relieve Metz ; and another 
stated that MacMahon was entrenched at Rheims 
with 150,000 men; this was corroborated by the 
Paris newspapers. 

On the 25th the Army of the Meuse formed a 
line reaching from Sommeille to Dombasle, while the 
foremost columns of the Ilird Army were already 
on the route to Ste.-Menehould and Vitry, one day 
ahead of the prescribed order. The small fortress 
of Vitry, having been previously vacated by a 
battalion of Mobiles, surrendered to the 4th Cavalry 
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Division. This battalion, of 1000 men, fell into 
the hands of the 6th Cavalry Division (riding to- 
wards Dampierre) as they were marching to Ste.- 
Men^hould to take the railway to Paris. 

The 5th Cavalry Division reached Ste.-Men^hould, 
and the 12th followed as far as Clermont, patrolling 
the neighbourhood up to Varennes, within two 
miles of the French outposts at Grand Pre, but 
without learning anything about the operations 
of the French army. 

Reconnoitring to any great distance on the 
right of the army was made difficult by the forest 
of Argonnes, which it would have been rash for 
the cavalry to traverse unaided by infantry. The 
inhabitants of that district also became trouble- 
some. The Government had provided them with 
arms, and organized a general rising. The Ger- 
mans, who up to that period had made war on the 
Emperor alone, were now forced to use their arms 
against the people. The Franc-tireurs^ though 
not aiFecting the operations on a large scale, were 
a source of much annoyance to small expeditions ; 
and as it naturally harassed the soldiers to feel 
that they were not safe by day or night, the 
character of the war became more embittered, and 
increased the sufferings of the people. 

A Paris telegram, sent via London, arrived this 
day at head-quarters at Bar-le-Duc. It stated that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



94 The Franco-German War. 

MacMahon was encamped at Rheims and was 
anxious to effect a junction with Bazaine. 

It is always a serious matter to abandon, with- 
out the most pressing necessity, a once-settled 
and well-devised plan for a new and unprepared 
scheme. It would have been unjustifiable to en- 
tirely change the line of march on the ground of 
iTunours which might, after all, prove imfounded. 
Endless difficulties must result from such a course ; 
the arrangements for bringing up baggage and 
reserves would have to be cancelled, and the con- 
fidence of the troops in their commanders was 
liable to be shaken if they were called upon to 
perform fruitless marches. The orders issued at 
eleven o'clock next day, therefore, directed only 
a slight deviation from the route laid down to- 
wards Rheims instead of ChSlons. The cavalry, on 
the right wing, however, was ordered to advance 
to Buzancy and Vouziers, where a thorough 
insight into the situation might be obtained. 

In war, probabilities alone have often to be 
reckoned with ; and the probability, as a rule, is that 
the enemy will do the right thing. It could not 
be thought probable that the French army would 
leave Paris unprotected and march by the Belgian 
frontier to Metz. Such a move seemed strange and 
somewhat foolhardy ; still it was possible. The Chief 
of theStafF, recognizingthisfiict, worked out a scheme 
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of marches that same day, by which the three Corps 
of the Army of the Meuse, together with the two 
nearest Bavarian Corps, could be brought together 
in the vicinity of DanviUers, on the right bank of 
the Meuse, within three days. 

These forces, with the two reserve Corps left at 
Metz, which could be brought into action, would 
constitute a force of 150,000 men, who might give 
battle there, or compel the enemy to do so a 
little further on at Louguyon. Even without this 
reserve the advance of the French could be checked 
before they could cross the Meuse, while some other 
Corps of the Ilird Army was brought up. 

This plan of action was soon to be carried out. 
Fresh news arrived that same afternoon. The 
newspapers let out the secret by publishing vehe- 
ment speeches delivered in the National Assembly 
to the eiFect " that the French general leaving his 
comrade in the lurch was bringing the curses of 
the country upon his head." 

It would be a disgrace, they said, to the French 
nation to leave the brave Bazainc unsuccoured : 
from all this, and considering the eiFect of such 
phrases on the French, it was to be expected that 
military considerations would give way to political. 
A telegram from London, quoting the Paris Temps, 
reported that MacMahon had suddenly resolved 
to hasten to the assistance of Bazaine, though an 
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abandonment of the road to Paris placed the country 
in danger. 

The King, before night, approved of the march 
to the right, and the necessary orders to the com- 
manders of the Corps were dispatched that night. 

On the 26th his Majesty moved his head-quarters 
to Clermont. The Crown Prince of Saxony had 
set out for Varennes early in the morning with 
the Xllth Corps, while he ordered the Guards to 
Dombasle, and the IVth Corps to Fleury. 

The cavalry, sent forward in every direction, 
found that the enemy had evacuated the Suippe 
valley and had not yet entered that of the Meuse ; 
that Buzancy and Grand Pr^ were in the hands 
of the French, and that their Vllth Corps were 
encamped in considerable force on the heights of 
Vouziers. 

A small detachment of cavalry proceeded to that 
point for observation, and their mere appearance 
occasioned an almost unaccountable excitement. 

General Douay, quartered at Vouziers, received 
the most exaggerated reports, and must have 
thought that a general attack by the German army 
was imminent. The Vllth Corps was kept xmder 
arms the entire night, though it was raining in 
torrents, and the Marshal resolved to advance to- 
wards Vouziers and Buzancy with all his forces next 
morning. Thus the march to the east was brought 
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to an end as early as the 27th, but it was soon 
discovered that these rumours were unfounded. 

The Grerman generals were not less interested in 
gaining a thorough knowledge of the enemy's 
movements than the French staiF was in knowing 
those of the Germans. If the enemy had handled 
their cavaby well on their right flank, a surprise 
like that above mentioned would have been im- 
possible, but the 1st French Cavalry Division was 
placed on the left, where there was no danger 
whatever, and the 2nd were in their rear. 

It seemed as though they had paid less attention 
to repeUing an attack, than to evading one and 
reaching Montm^dy, the point of rendezvous with 
Bazaine, unobserved. 

At this period, when the advance of the Germans 
from the south could no longer be doubted, it would 
have been best for the French to turn against them 
and strike a decisive blow, or at least to clear them 
out of the way of their own line of march. If they 
had failed in this they would at any rate have 
learnt that their undertaking was impracticable 
and its continuation sure to lead to a cata- 
strophe. 

It must, however, be admitted that the German 
cavalry formed an almost impenetrable screen. 
The Marshal could not know that the Germans 
were echeloned from Vitry to Varennes (a distance 
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of eight miles), and were not at all in a position to 
attack him on the spot. 

August 21th. — On this day, as soon as the 
Marshal had discovered his error, he continued his 
march with part of his troops at least. The Vllth 
and Vth Corps were directed to cover the move- 
ment at Vouziers and Buzancy, the Xllth advanced 
to Le Ch^ne, and the 1st Cavalry Division to Beau- 
mont, probably to ascertain when Marshal Bazaine 
would arrive. The 1st Corps and the 2nd Cavalry 
Division remained by the Aisne. 

The Saxons, the foremost of the Germans Corps, 
had received explicit orders to proceed to Dun on 
that day, and occupy the right bank of the Meuse 
as far as Stenay in order to secure a crossing. They 
reached Stenay at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
and sent an advanced post across the river. 

The cavalry hung on to the heels of the enemy 
and followed all their movements, often engaging 
in small skirmishes. The departure of the Vth 
French Corps from Buzancy for Le Chene was at 
once discovered, and so was the advance to Beau- 
mont ; the Saxon Cavalry Division was in conse- 
quence sent on that evening to Nouart. The 
Bavarian Corps reached the Clermont- Verdun road, 
the 5th Ste.-Menehould ; the other corps of the 
Ilird Army followed by forced marches northwards. 

It now seemed certain that it would be possible 
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to meet the enemy on the left bank of the Meuse. 
Word was sent to the army before Metz, that the 
two Corps asked for were no longer required, but 
they had meanwhile set out. 

The latest dispositions made by Marshal Mac- 
Mahon indicated that he was making a last eiFort 
to proceed on the pre-arranged lines. He was 
moving in echelon on the northernmost road to Metz, 
but had left a strong reserve corps on the Aisne to 
check a possible attack. When he now learnt that 
nothing had been seen of the Army of the Rhine at 
Montm^dy, but that it was still at Metz, he resolved 
on retreat, and, after giving orders to that effect for 
next morning, reported his intentions to Paris. 

From thence, during the night, came the most 
urgent remonstrances. The Minister of War tele- 
graphed, "If you leave Bazaine in the lurch, 
revolution will break out," and the Ministerial 
Council issued a peremptory order to relieve Metz. 
The troops in front of him, they said, were only 
part of the investing army ; the Cro'vvn Prince of 
Prussia was still several days' march in the rear, 
and General Vinoy had already started from 
Rheims with the newly-formed Xlllth Corps to 
protect Paris. 

The Marshal silenced his military convictions 
and issued new orders, but the troops had started 
betimes. The change of route gave rise to much 

n 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



icxD The Franco-German War. 

confusion ; the roads were bad, and quarters for the 
night were not reached until darkness had long set 
in ; the men were weary, wet to the skin, and 
depressed in spirits. 

August 28th. — Hardly two miles' progress had 
been made east. The Xllth Corps stood at 
La Besace, the 1st was on the way to Le 
Chene, the Vllth had halted at Boult-aux-Bois, 
its commander having been misinformed that two 
Prussian Corps were occupying Buzancy, a little 
further on. On the strength of this report the Vth 
Corps advanced on that town, by way of Bar, but 
went on to Bois-des-Dames in the afternoon. These 
movements were not interfered with. The German 
cavalry had express orders to restrict itself to 
reconnoitring, and, while following the French as 
closely as possible, not in any way to check or 
press them. In consequence of these orders, the 
Saxon cavalry evacuated Nouart on the approach 
of the enemy. The Germans were not yet pre- 
pared for action till the Ilird Army had arrived ; 
and the rear of that force, formed by the Vlth Corps, 
had only just reached Ste.-Men^hould. 

August 29th. — It was therefore decided that a 

non-offensive attitude should be preserved. Even 

on the 29th a decisive move was deferred until the 

30th. 

The Marshal, in his head-quarters at Stonne, had 
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been informed that the Germans occupied Dun, and 
that the bridges over, the Meuse had been destroyed. 
The French had no pontoon-train and there were 
no means of crossing the river excepting lower down, 
at Mouzon and Villers. His Xllth Corps and the 
1st Cavalry Division succeeded in effecting their 
passage at these points ; the 1st Corps and the 2nd 
Cavalry Division proceeded to Roncourt. 

The Vllth Corps, delayed in its progress by skir- 
mishing on its right flank, did not reach its quartera 
at La Besace, but bivouacked at Oches. The Vth 
Corps was to proceed to Beaimiont, but the staff 
officer carrying the order fell into the hands of the 
Prussian cavalry together with his escort. General 
de Failly therefore marched to Stenay, according to 
his original instructions. 

Up to this time the cavalry of the Saxon Corps 
alone had come into contact with the enemy, but 
the Guards now relieved it at Buzancy, while 
the cavalry recrossed to the left bank of the Meuse 
at Dun. Their advanced guard at once took posses- 
sion of the wooded spur to the north-east of Nouart, 
repelled the French cavahy, and pressed ahead to 
Champy, where they encountered a strong force. 
This was Lespart's Division. The purpose of 
the reconnaissance had been attained, and the 
advanced guard withdrew. The French having 
meanwhile received fresh orders from Mac- 
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Mahon, marched off at the same time in a northerly 
direction. 

Four Corps of the Ilird German Army were now 
within two miles of the rear of the Army of the Meuse. 
Tlie 5th Cavalry Division stood at Attigny across 
the enemy's lines of communication ; the 6th was 
following on the heels of the French, and, besides 
other exploits, had taken Boucq with a dismounted 
party. The Royal head-quartere were now estab- 
lished at Grand Pre, and upon receipt of the various 
reports it was decided to attack the French on the 
following day, before they could cross the Meuse. 
The Army of the Meuse was to press forward towards 
Beaumont, the Ilird to take the route between that 
place and Le Chene. To ensure the simultaneous 
arrival of both bodies, the right wing was not to 
move imtil ten o'clock, while the left began the 
march before six o'clock. Only those sections of 
the Train absolutely necessary for battle were to 
follow. 

Battle of Beaumont. 

(August 30th.) 

On the 30th of August, at ten o'clock, the King 
proceeded to Sommauthe via Buzancy. Both 
Bavarian Corps were marching by the same route, 
the Vth Corps advanced in the centre towards 
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Oches, the Xlth and the Wuiijemburg Division were 
on the way to Le Chene, the Vlth to Vouziers. The 
IVth Corps on the right was advancing by Belval, 
and the Xllth followed the course of the Meuse 
with the Guards as a reserve in the rear. 

Marshal MacMahon had issued orders that his 
entire army was to concentrate this day on the 
right bank of the Meuse ; only the baggage and 
ambulance were to remain. 

This 1st Corps and the 2nd Cavalry Division had 
left Roncourt at the early hour of seven ; they 
crossed at Remilly, pontoon bridges having been 
thrown over for the infantry. 

The Vllth Corps at Oches struck camp still 
earlier, at four o'clock, but as its commander insisted 
on taking the entire train, even empty waggons, it 
formed a column of two miles in length, and seven 
of its battalions were forced to march off the 
road to protect them. The rear-guard, consisting 
of one brigade, was imable to start before ten 
o'clock. This long procession soon came into con- 
tact with the Prussian cavalry, and the artillery 
following, who by their fire forced the brigade to 
retire. Not till one o'clock could the march to 
La Besace be resumed, and as heavy firing was 
constantly heard from Beaumont, General Douay 
conceived it right to abandon the road to Mouzon 
and take that to Remilly. 
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The Vth Corps, as had been foreseen, was destined 
to cover the withdrawal of the other two. These 
troops had reached the vicinity of Beaumont only 
at 4 a.m., and were thoroughly exhausted by the 
fighting and night-march. 

General de Failly therefore determined to give his 
men time to cook a meal before proceeding. Precau- 
tionary measures seem to have been altogether 
neglected, though he must have known that the 
enemy was near at hand ; and at half-past one, while 
the officers and men were at dinner, the Prussian 
shells dropped into the lines of the incautious enemy. 

The two Corps on the German right had to move 
upon four quite separate columns through the woods, 
and over roads made heavy by rain. The Cro^vvn 
Prince of Saxony therefore ordered that neither of 
-the colimms should attempt to attack before the 
supporting column was ready to assist. 

The IVth Corps had got off very early, and after 
a short rest proceeded on ite way at ten o'clock. 
When at noon the advanced guard of the 8th 
Division left the forest, they discovered, from 
their elevated position, the camp of the enemy 
about 800 paces away, employed as above 
described. General von Scholer would not lose 
such an opportunity; at all events the presence 
of his force could not long be concealed, so he made 
it known by the fire of guns. 
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He was soon made aware that he had attacked 
an enemy of superior strength. The French imme- 
diately took up arms and sent swarms of riflemen 
to the front, who, with their long-range Chassepots, 
did great execution, especially among the artillery. 
The main body of the 8th Division had meanwhile 
come up, and ere long the 7th Division appeared 
on the right. The French attacked these too with 
great impetuosity, and could only be repulsed 
with the bayonet. Pi^esently, however, the fore- 
most battalions of both divisions made their way 
into the French camp in front of Beaumont, into 
the town itself, and finally into a second camp 
north of that place. Seven guns, of which the 
teams were missing, and which continued firing 
up to the last moment, a number of gunners, 
waggons and horses, fell into the hands of the 
assailants. 

Whilst thus, at two o'clock, the infantry were 
for a time in action, fourteen batteries of the 
IVth Corps, drawn up on the heights north of 
Beaumont, were engaged in a duel with the French 
artillery. The Saxon artillery soon came up on 
the right, and the Bavarian on the left. This 
formidable artillery line, constantly advancing in 
echelon, presently silenced the mitrailleuses, and 
at three o'clock the remaining French batteries also 
went out of action. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



io6 The Franco-German War. 

The Ilnd Bavarian Corps had advanced on La 
Thibaudine, on the left of the Prussian IVth, when 
it was suddenly attacked by a strong body of 
French coming from the west. 

These belonged to Conseil Dumesnil's Division of 
the Vllth French Corps, and were still proceeding 
to Mouzon, according to their original marching- 
orders. They were no ^ less surprised than the 
Bavarians, who attacked them in front and flank. 
They gave up all hope of cutting their way through, 
and at about four o'clock beat a hasty retreat 
northwards, leaving two guns behind. 

The Bavarians had in the meantime taken pos- 
session of the farm of Thibaudine, and the Prussians 
of Hamoterie. The wooded hills prevented a 
clear view of the surrounding country ; the enemy 
had completely disappeared. 

General de Failly was making strenuous efforts 
to collect his scattered forces at Mouzon, under 
cover of his rear-guard stationed at La Sartelle ; 
and General Lebrun, of the Xllth French Corps, 
sent an infantry and a cavalry brigade and three 
batteries back across the Meuse to his assistance. 

The 8th Division, headed by the 13th Brigade, 
worked wearily through the dense forest of Givo- 
deau, on its way to operate against this new de- 
fensive position. This was at five o'clock. On 
emerging from the wood the battalions, which had 
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fallen iuto some confusion, were received by a 
hea\y fire at short range. The riflemen made 
several fruitless attempts to advance, and the dense 
underwood prevented a closer formation of troops 
in rear. By the time the Saxon Corps had suc- 
ceeded, by great exertions, in extricating itself 
from the forest and swamp by the Wamme, and 
finally reaching L^tanne, the impracticability of 
further progress in the Meuse valley became 
apparent, since French batteries, in impreg- 
nable positions, commanded the low ground beyond 
the river. The troops therefore ascended the 
plateau, and followed the 8th Division through 
the Givodeau woods, increasing the force on the 
nortliem border, where, however, the development 
of a broader front was impossible. At about 
six o'clock the infantry engagement ceased for a 
time at this point. 

The 14th Brigade had come into line on the left 
of the 13th, followed by the 8th Division, in two 
columns. 

The 93rd Regiment had stormed the hill to the 
north-east of Yoncq, and pursued the enemy to the 
foot of Mont-de-Bnme. The Anhalters captured 
four mitrailleuses and eight guns, some of them 
with their entire teams. 

When, at half-past five, the artillery were in 
position, and at the same time the 27th Regiment 
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was approaching, General Zychlinski advanced to 
the main attack. 

The French occupied the entirely isolated hill- 
top with a strong body of troops ; their batteries 
faced the Bois-de-Givodeau on the east, whence an 
assault was imminent, but when the 93rd and 
the 2nd Battalion of the 27th advanced on them 
from the south they changed front towards their 
aggressors, and opened upon them a heavy fire. 
The Fusilier battalion was at the same time ap- 
proaching from the west. Regardless of their 
losses, the assailants eagerly scaled the hill-sides, 
with the brigadiers and colonels at their head. 
Six French guns were seized while in action, 
in spite of a brave resistance from the gunners and 
their escorts, the enemy was pursued as far as the 
Roman road, and four more guns, completely horsed 
and equipped, which had been abandoned by the 
French, fell into the hands of the victorious troops. 

The three battalions hurried on towards Mouzon, 
without waiting for the 14th Brigade, which was 
following in rear, but they suddenly found them- 
selves threatened by a cavalry-charge. 

Marshal MacMahon had recognized the fact that 
the best thing he could do was to effect as orderly 
a retreat as possible from the left bank of the 
Meuse ; the reinforcements sent across had already 
been recalled. The 5th Cuirassier Regiment alone 
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remained. When a little to the north of the 
Faubourg de Mouzon, they came within range of 
the shot of the advancing Prussians, and fearlessly 
faced the enemy. 

The 10th Company of the 27th Regiment received 
the first onslaught. The men, without rushing for- 
ward, waited for the signal of their leader. Captain 
Helmuth, and when the enemy was within short 
range, fired a volley. Eleven officers and 100 men 
fell, including their brave commander, who was 
killed fifteen yards in front of his men. The 
survivors rushed back to the Meuse, and, as all 
the pontoon bridges had been removed, they tried 
to gain the opposite side by swimming. 

The French were still in front of Mouzon in 
considerable numbers, and the batteries of the IVth 
Corps now arrived one by one, and opened a heavy 
fire on them. Two Bavarian batteries took the 
bridge at Villers, lower down the river, and stopped 
the way. Then the suburb was taken, after a fierce 
encounter in and about the houses, and here too 
the bridge was occupied. The enemy, deprived 
of every means of retreat, received the 8th 
Division, emerging from the valley of the Yoncq, 
"With a hot fire, but were gradually driven back 
to the river. The French sections in front of the 
Bois-de-Givodeau, too, were hopelessly committed, 
and when the Vllth Division and Xllth Corps 
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charged upon them, were dispersed, in spite of 
an obstinate resistance. When darkness set in 
the French gave up the fight on this side of the 
Meuse. Many of the stragglers were taken 
prisoners, others hid themselves in the copses and 
farmhouses, or tried to escape by swimming the 
river. 

In this battle, as in the preceding ones, the loss 
of the assailants far exceeded that of the defenders. 
The Army of the Meuse lost 3500 men, the 
IVth Corps being the principal sufferer. The 
French estimated their loss at 1800 killed; but 
3000 prisoners, mostly wounded, fell into the hands 
of the Germans, with 51 guns, 33 ammunition 
and other waggons, and a military chest, con- 
taining 150,000 francs. And, what was worse, 
this battle had forced them on to most imfavour- 
able ground. 

While the IVth Corps had fought the battle of 
the day almost single-handed, the Saxon cavalry 
had made good progress on the right bank of the 
Meuse, and reconnoitred towards Mouzon and 
Carignan. The Guards had reached Beaimiont, 
and General von der Tann, with the 1st Bavarian 
Corps, was at Roncourt, marching by way of La 
Besace, with some slight skirmishing on the way. 
The Ilnd Corps concentrated at Sommauthe, the 
Vth at Stonne, the Xlth at La Besace. Thus 
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seven Corps now stood in close communication 
between the Meuse and the Bar. 

The King rode back to Buzancy after the battle, 
as all villages in the vicinity had been turned into 
hospitals. Here, as previously at Clermont, was 
felt the great inconvenience of inadequate lodging 
for hundreds of illustrious personages and their 
suites, when, for once in a way, and for military 
reasons, head-quarters were established in a small 
village, instead of in a large town. 

Quarters for those officers whose duty it was 
to prepare the necessary orders for the morrow, 
were only found late at night, and with consider- 
able difficulty. 

The orders, worked out during the night, were 
that two Corps of the Army of the Meuse should 
cross over to the right bank on the 31st, to prevent 
the further progress of the French to Metz via 
Montmedy, should such a movement be under- 
taken. Two Corps of the besieging army were 
posted at Etain and Briey. The Ilird Army was 
to continue northwards. 

As circumstances now stood, it already seemed 
possible that the Army of Chalons might be com- 
pelled to retire to neutral territory, and the Belgian 
Government was therefore asked, through diplo- 
matic channels, to look to their disarmament should 
this come to pass. The Grerman troops had orders 
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to at once cross the Belgian frontier should the 
enemy refuse to disarm. 

While the Vth French Corps were still fighting 
at Beaimiont, and before the rest of the army had 
crossed the Meuse, General MacMahon had given 
orders that it was to concentrate on Sedan. 

He did not intend to offer battle there, but it 
was indispensable to give his troops a short rest, and 
provide them with food and ammunition. Later 
on he meant to retreat via M^zi&res, whither 
General Vinoy was just then proceeding with the 
newly-formed Xlllth Corps. The 1st Corps, which 
had arrived at Carignan early in the afternoon, 
detached two of its divisions to Douzy in the evening 
to check any further advance of the Germans. 

Though pursuit immediately after the battle 
was prevented by the intervening river, the 
retreat of the French soon assimied the character 
of a rout. The troops were worn out with 
their efforts by day and night, in continuous 
rain, and with but scanty supplies of food. The 
marching to and fro, to no visible purpose, had 
undermined their confidence in their leaders, and a 
series of defeats had shaken their self-reliance. 

Thousands of fugitives, crying for|bread, crowded 
round the waggons as they made their way to the 
little fortress which had so unexpectedly become 
the central goal of a vast army. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Retreat on Sedan. 113 

The Emperor Napoleon arrived there from 
Carignan late in the evening; the Vllth Corps 
reached Floing during the night of the 31st, but 
the Xllth Corps did not arrive at BazeiUes until 
the following day. The Vth Corps mustered at the 
eastern suburb of Sedan in a shocking condition, 
followed in the afternoon by the 1st, which drew 
up behind the Givonne valley after many rear- 
guard actions with the German cavalry. It was 
impossible to proceed to M^zieres that day; but 
the Xllth Corps had that same evening to face the 
Germans at Bazeilles, where the sound of firing 
announced their arrival. Even the order to destroy 
the bridges there and at Donchery was neglected, 
owing to the worn-out condition of the men. 

August SUt. — The Guards and the 12th Cavalry 
Division, which formed part of the Army of the 
Meuse, had crossed that river at Pouilly, and by a 
pontoon-bridge constructed at L^tanne, and then 
scoured the country between the Meuse and the 
Chiers. Following close upon the rear of the 
French and harassing them till they reached 
their new position, they succeeded in taking 
many of the stragglers. The Guards crossed 
the Chiers at Carignan and halted at Sachy ; the 
Xllth fell back on the Meuse near Douzy, while 
its advanced guard pushed on past Francheval. 
The rVth Corps remained at Mouzon. 
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The 4tli Cavalry Division of the Ilird Army took 
the direct route to Sedan, drove back the French 
outposts from Wadelincourt and Frenois, and from 
thence took possession of the raibroad under the 
fire of their artillery. The 6th Cavalry Division, 
on the left, reached Poix, on the way to Mezieres. 

When the 1st Bavarian Corps reached Remilly 
before noon, it came under the heavy fire from the 
opposite side of the river, and at once brought up 
its batteries in position on the near slope of the 
valley, A furious cannonade ensued, in which finally 
sixty guns engaged on the side of the Bavarians. 
The French now only tried to blow up the railway- 
bridge south of Bazeilles, but the well-directed 
shots of the 4th Jager Battalion drove olFthe men, 
the Jiigers threw the powder-barrels into the river, 
and at midday crossed the bridge. The battalion 
entered Bazeilles in the face of a shower of buUets, 
and occupied the northern quarter of the straggling 
little town. 

Thus the Xllth French Corps was forced to draw 
up between Balan and La Moncelle, where, after 
being reinforced by batteries from the 1st Corps, it 
faced, with an expenditure of considerable forces, 
the bold little troop of Germans. 

General von der Tann did not think it expedient, 
however, to engage, on that day and at that point, 
in serious conflict with an enemy in a concentrated 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The German Advance. 115 

position, and, seeing that there was no chance of 
being reinforced, he withdrew from Bazeilles at 
about half-past three without being pursued. 

Meanwhile two pontoon-bridges had been laid, 
without interference from the French, at Allicourt. 
These and the bridge south of Bazeilles were 
barricaded for the night, while eighty-four guns 
secured the passage. 

The Xlth Corps marched towards Donchery, to 
the left of the Bavarians, followed by the Vth. 
The advanced guard found the village unoccupied, 
and spread itself on the other side of the river. 
Two more bridges were thrown across below Sedan 
before three o'clock, whilst the railway-bridge 
above, which was unprotected, was destroyed. 

The Wurtemburg and the 6th Cavalry Division 
on the extreme left, came in contact with the Xlllth 
French Corps, which had just arrived at Mezieres. 

The King removed his head-quarters to Ven- 
dresse. 

In spite of long and sometimes forced marches 
in bad weather, with little by way of supplies 
beyond what could be requisitioned, the Army of 
the Mouse on the east, and the Ilird Army on the 
south, were now close in front of the combined 
forces of the French. 

Marshal Mac]\Iahon must have known that the 
only chance of safety for his army, or even part of 
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it, was to continue immediately the retrograde 
movement on that day, September 1st. Of course 
the Crown Prince of Piiissia, who held the key to 
every passage over the Meuse, would have fallen 
on the flank of the retiring army, and would have 
pursued it to the frontier, a distance of little more 
than a mile. That the attempt was^ not risked is 
probably owing to the state of the worn-out troops. 
They were as yet incapable of a retreat in close 
order ; they could only fight where they stood. 

The Germans, on their side, still believed that 
the enemy would make for M^zieres. The Army 
of the Meuse was instructed to attack them in 
their position and detain them there; the Ilird 
Army to press ahead on the right side of the river, 
leaving only one Corps on the left bank. 

The rear of the French was protected by the 
fortress of Sedan. The Meuse and the valleys of 
the Givonne and the Floing offered formidable 
obstructions, but this line of defence must be 
obstinately held. The Calvary of Illy was one of 
their most important points, strengthened as it 
was by the Bois de la Garenne in its rear, whence 
a ridge extends to BazieUes and offers protection in 
its numerous dips and shoulders. The road ran past 
Illy, should it become necessary to enter neutral 
territory. Bazeilles, on the other hand, which, as 
regards situation, formed a strong point of appui 
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for the line facing the Givonne, stands on a pro- 
montory which, after the loss of the bridges across 
the Mouse, was open to attack on two sides. 



Battle op Sedan. 

(September 1st.) 

In order to co-operate with the Army of the 
Mouse and hem in the French in their position, 
Greneral von der Tann sent his first brigade over 
the pontoon-bridges towards Bazeilles by four 
o'clock in the morning in a thick mist. The 
troops attacked the town, but found the streets 
barricaded, while they were fired on from every 
house. The company at the head pressed forward 
to the north gate, suiFering great losses, but the 
others were driven out of the western part of 
Bazeilles, while engaged in street-fighting, on the 
arrival of the 2nd Brigade of the French Xllth 
Corps. However, they kept possession of the build- 
ings at the southern end of the town, and from 
thence issued to repeated assaults. As fresh 
troops were constantly coming up on both sides, and 
the French even were reinforced by a brigade of the 
1st and one of the Vth Corps, the murderous combat 
lasted for many hours with wavering success ; the 
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fight for the Villa Beurmann, situated near the end 
of the high-street and commanding its whole length, 
was especially fierce. The citizens took active part 
in the struggle, and they too had to be shot 
down. 

The strong array of gims drawn up on the left 
ridge of the valley of the Meuse could not be 
brought to bear on the crowded streets of Bazeilles, 
now blazing in several places, but when, at eight 
o'clock, the 8th Prussian Division had arrived at 
Remilly, General von der Tann ordered his last 
brigade into action. The walled park of Monvillers 
was stormed and an entrance gained to Villa Beur- 
mann. The artillery crossed the bridges at about 
nine o'clock, and the 8th Division was required to 
give its aid in a struggle begun by the Bavarians 
at La Moncelle, to the south of Bazeilles. 

Prince George of Saxony had despatched an 
advanced guard of seven battalions from Douzy in 
that direction at five o'clock in the morning. They 
drove the French from La Moncelle, pressed ahead 
to Platinerie and the bridge situated there, and, in 
spite of a hot and steady fire, took possession of the 
houses on the other side of the Givonne, which 
they immediately occupied for defensive purposes. 
Communication with the Bavarians was now esta- 
blished, and the battery of the advanced guard 
drawn up on the eastern slope; but the brave 
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assailants could not be immediately reinforced by 
infantry. 

Marshal MacMahon had been struck by a splinter 
from a shell at La Moncelle at 6 a.m. He 
nominated General Ducrot as his successor in 
command, passing over the claims of two senior 
leaders. When General Ducrot received the news 
at seven o'clock, he issued ordere for concentrating 
the army at Illy, and for an immediate retreat upon 
Mezi^res. Of his own Corps he despatched 
Lartigue's Division to cover the passage at Daigny; 
Lacretelle and Bassoigne were ordered to assume 
the oiFensive against the Bavarians and Saxons, so 
as to gain time for the rest of the troops to retire. 
The divisions forming the second line immediately 
began to move towards the north. 

The Minister of War had appointed General von 
Wimpffen, recently back from Algiers, to the com- 
mand of the Vth Corps, \4ce General de Failly, and 
had also empowered him to assume the chief com- 
mand in case the Marshal should be disabled. 

General von WimpiFen knew the army of the 
Crown Prince to be in the neighbourhood of 
Donchery, he regarded the retreat to M^zieres as 
an impossibility, and was bent on the diametrically 
opposite course of forcing his way to Carignan, 
not doubting that he could rout the Bavarians 
and Saxons and so eiFect a junction with Marshal 
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Bazaine. When he heard of the orders just issued 
by General Ducrot, and, at the same time, observed 
that an assault upon the Germans in La Moncelle 
seemed to turn in his favour, he determined, in an 
evil hour, to exercise his authority. 

General Ducrot submitted without any remon- 
strance; he was perhaps not averse to being 
relieved of so heavy a responsibility. The divi- 
sions of the second line which were about to start 
were ordered back ; and the weak advance of the 
Bavarians and Saxons was soon hai'd-pressed by 
the first line, which at once attacked them. 

By seven in the morning one regiment of the 
Saxon advanced guard had marched to the taking 
of La Moncelle, the other had been busy with 
the threatening advance of Lartigue's Division on 
the right. Here the firing soon became very hot. 
The regiment had marched without knapsacks, and 
neglected previously to take out their cartridges. 
Thus they soon ran short of ammunition, and the 
repeated and violent onslaught of the Zouaves, 
directed principally against the unprotected right, 
had to be repulsed with the bayonet. 

On the left a strong artillery line had gradually 
been formed, and by half-past eight o'clock 
amounted to twelve batteries. But Lacretelle's 
Division was now approaching on the Givonne low- 
lands, and dense swarms of tirailleurs forced the 
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German batteries to retire at about nine o'clock. 
The gunners withdrew to some distance, but then 
turned about and re-opened fire on the French, 
and after driving them back into the valley re- 
turned to their original position. 

The 4th Bavarian Brigade had meanwhile reached 
La Moncelle, and the 46th Saxon Brigade was 
coming up, so the small progress made by Bas- 
soigne's Division was checked. 

The right wing of the Saxon contingent, which 
had been hardly pressed, now received much- 
needed support from the 24th Division, and they 
at once assimied the offensive. Tlie French were 
driven back upon Daigny, and lost five gims in 
the struggle. Then joining the Bavarians, who 
were pushing on through the valley to the north- 
ward, after a sharp fight, Daigny, the bridge and 
farmstead of La Rapaille were taken. 

It was now about ten o'clock, and the Guards had 
arrived at the Upper Givonne. They had started 
before it was light, marching in two columns, when 
the sound of heavy firing reached them from 
Bazeilles and caused them to quicken their step. 
Li order to render assistance by the shortest road, 
the left column would have to cross two deep 
ravines and the pathless wood of Chevallier, so they 
chose the longer route by Villers-Cemay, which 
the head of the right column had passed in ample 
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time to take part in the contest between the Saxons 
and Lartigue's Division, and to capture two French 
guns. 

The divisions ordered back by General Ducrot 
had already resumed their position at the western 
slope, and the 14th Battery of the Guards now 
opened fire upon them from the east. 

At the same hour (ten o'clock) the IVth Corps and 
the 7th Division had arrived at Lam^court, and the 
8th at R^milly, both situated below BazeiUes; 
the advanced guard of the 8th stood at the R^milly 
railway-station. 

The first attempt of the French to break through' 
to Carignan eastwards had proved a failure, and 
their retreat to M^zieres on the west had also been 
cut off, for the Vth and Xlth Corps of the Illrd 
Army, together with the Wurtemburg Division, 
had received orders to move northward by that 
route. These troops had struck camp before day- 
break, and at six o'clock had crossed the Meuse at 
Donchery, and by the three pontoon-bridges fur- 
ther down the river. The advanced patrols found 
the road to M^ziferes clear of the enemy, and the 
heavy shelling, heard from the direction of 
Bazeilles, made it appear probable that the 
French had accepted battle in their position at 
Sedan. The Crown Prince, therefore, ordered 
the two Corps, which had an-ived at Brigne, 
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to march to the right on St.-Menges; the 
Wurtemburgers were to remain to keep 
watch over M^zieres. General von Kirchbach then 
pointed out Fleigneux to his advanced guard as 
the next objective, to cut off the retreat of the 
French into Belgium, and maintain a connec- 
tion with the right wing of the Army of the 
Meuse. 

The narrow roadway between the hills and the 
river leading to St.-Albert, about 2000 paces 
distant, was neither held nor watched by the 
French. It was not till the advanced guard reached 
St.-Menges that they encountered a French de- 
tachment, which soon withdrew. The Germans 
then deployed in the direction of Illy, two com- 
panies on the right taking possession of Floing, 
where they kept up a gallant defence for two hours 
without assistance against repeated attacks. 

The first Prussian batteries that arrived had to 
exert themselves to the utmost to hold out against 
the larger force of French artillery drawn up at 
Illy. At first they were only protected by 
cavahy and a few companies of infantry, and as 
this cavalry managed to issue from the defile of 
St.-Albert, it found itself the misleading object 
of attack, for the Margueritte Cavalry Division 
halted on the Illy plateau. General Galliffet, 
commander of the division, at nine o'clock formed 
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his three regiments of Chasseurs d'Afrique and 
two squadrons of Lancers into three divisions, 
and gave the order to charge. Two companies of 
the 87th Regiment were the first in the line ; they 
allowed the cavalry to approach within sixty 
paces, and then fired a volley which failed to stop 
them. The first division rode on a little further, 
then wheeled outward to both flanks, and came 
upon the fire of the supports established in the 
copse. The Prussian batteries, too, sent a shower 
of shrapnel into their midst, when they finally 
retired to seek protection in the Bois-de-Garenne, 
while a trail of dead and wounded marked their 
way. 

About half an hour later, that is at ten o'clock, 
and at the same time when the assaults of the 
French in Bazeilles and at Daigny were being 
repulsed, fourteen batteries of the Xlth Corps were 
erected on and beside the hill range south-east of St.- 
Menges ; those of the Vth Corps were soon added 
to this artillery park. Thus, with the powerfiil 
infantry columns advancing upon Fleigneux, the 
investing line drawn around Sedan was nearly 
completed. The Bavarian Corps and the artillery 
reserves remaining on the left embankment of 
the Meuse, were considered strong enough to 
repel any attempt of the French to break 
through in that direction. Five Corps were 
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standing on the right bank, ready for concentric 
attack. 

The Bavarians and Saxons, reinforced by the 
advanced guard of the IVth Corps, issued from the 
burning town of Bazeilles and from Moncelle, and 
drove sections of the French Xllth Corps, in spite 
of a stubborn resistance, from the east of Balan back 
to Fond-de-Givonne. 

Having thus taken possession of the spur of 
Illy, while awaiting a fresh attack of the French, 
the most necessary step now was to re-form the 
troops, which were in much confusion. 

As soon as this was done the 5th Bavarian 
Brigade advanced on Balan. The troops foimd 
but a feeble resistance in the village itself; but it 
was only after a hard fight that they were allowed 
to occupy the park of the Castle, situated at the 
extreme end. From thence, soon after midday, 
the foremost battalion got close to the walls of 
the fortress, and exchanged shots with the garri- 
son. The French were now trying to take up a 
position at Fond-de-Givonne, and a steady fire 
was opened on both sides. At one o'clock the 
French had evidently received reinforcements, and 
when, after the artillery and mitrailleuses had done 
some preliminary work,. they assumed the offensive, 
the 5th Bavarian Brigade was driven back for 
some little distance, but, assisted by the 6th, re- 
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gained its old position after an hour's hard 
fighting. 

Meanwhile the Saxon Corps had spread itself in 
the northern part of the valley towards Givonne. 
There the foremost companies of the Guards were 
already established, as also in Hayb^s. The 
Prussian artillery forced the French batteries to 
change their positions more than once, and several 
of them had already gone out of action. To 
gain an opening here, the French repeatedly tried 
to send ahead large bodies of tirailleurs, and ten 
guns were got into Givonne, after it had been 
occupied, but these were taken before they could 
unlimber. The Prussian shells also fell with some 
effect among the French troops massed in the 
Bois de la Garenne, though fired from a long 
range. 

After the Franctireurs de Paris had been driven 
out of Chapelle, the cavalry of the Guard advanced 
through Givonne and up the valley, and at noon the 
Hussars had succeeded in establishing a connection 
with the left ^nng of the Ilird Army. 

The 47th Brigade of that body had left Fleig- 
neux to ascend the upper valley of the Givonne, 
and the retreat of the French from lUy in a 
southern direction had already begun. The 87th 
Regiment seized eight gims that were being worked, 
and captured thirty baggage waggons with their 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Battle of Sedan. 127 

teams, and hundreds of cavalry horses wandering 
riderless. The cavalry of the advanced guard of 
the Vth Corps captured General Brahaut and his 
staff, besides a great number of infantry and 150 
pack-horses, together with forty ammunition and 
transport waggons. 

At Floing there was also an attempt on the part 
of the French to break through ; but the originally 
very insufficient infantry posts at that point had 
gradually been strengthened, and the French were 
driven from the locality as quickly as they had 
entered. And now the fire from the twenty-six 
batteries of the Army of the Meuse was joined by 
that of the Guards' batteries, which took up their 
position at the eastern slope of the Givonne 
valley. The effect was overwhelming. The French 
batteries were destroyed and many ammunition 
waggons exploded. 

General von Wimpffen at first thought the 
advance of the Germans from the north a mere feint, 
but recognized his mistake when he himself pro- 
ceeded to the spot towards noon. He therefore 
ordered the two divisions in the 2nd line, which was 
behind the Givonne front of the 1st Corps, to return 
to the height above Illy and support General Douay . 

On rejoining the Xllth Corps he found it in 
full retreat on Sedan, and urgently requested 
General Douay to despatch assistance in the 
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direction of Bazeilles. Maussion's Brigade pro- 
ceeded thither at once, followed by Dnmont's, as 
their position in the front had been taken by 
Conseil Dumesnil's Division. All these marches and 
counter-marches were executed in the space south of 
the Bois-de-Grarenne imder fire of the German 
artillery on two sides. The retreat of the cavalry 
heightened the confusion, and several battalions 
returned to the doubtful protection of the forest. 
General Douay, it is true, when reinforced by 
sections of the Vth Corps, retook the Calvaire, but 
was forced to abandon it by two o'clock ; the 
forest, at the back of the Calvaire, was then 
shelled by sixty guns of the Guards. 

Liebert's Division alone had up to now main- 
tained its very strong position on the hills north of 
Casal. The assembling in sufficient strength of 
the German Vth and Xlth Corps at Floing, could 
only be effected very gradually. At one o'clock, 
however, part of them began to scale the hill 
immediately before them, while others went round 
to the south towards Gaulier and Casal, and more 
marched down from Fleigneux. These troops 
became so intermixed that no detailed orders 
could be given ; a fierce contest was carried 
on for a long time with varying fortunes. The 
French division, attacked on both flanks and 
also shelled, at last gave way, and the 
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reserves of the Vllth Corps having already been 
called off to other parts of the battle-field, the 
French cavalry once more devoted themselves to 
the rescue. 

Greneral Margueritte, with five regiments of light 
horse, and two of Lancers, charged out of the Bois- 
de-Garennes. He fell among the first, severely 
wounded, and General Gallifi^et took his place. 
The charge was over very treacherous ground, and 
even before they could attack, the ranks were 
broken by the heavy flanking fire of the Prussian 
batteries. Still, with thinned numbers but im- 
flagging determination, the squadrons charged on 
the 43rd Infantry Brigade and its reinforcements 
hurrying along from Fleigneux. Part of the 
German infantry on the hill-side were lying under 
cover, others were fully exposed in groups of more 
or less strength. Their foremost lines were broken 
through at several points, and a detachment of 
these brave troops forced their way past eight 
guns, through a hot fire, but the reserves 
beyond checked their further progress. A troop 
of Cuirassiers, issuing from Gaulier, fell on the 
German rear, but encountering the Prussian 
Hussars in the Meuse valley, galloped off northward. 
Other detachments forced their way through the 
infantry as far as the narrow way by St.-Albert, 
where the battalions holding it gave them a warm 
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reception ; others again entered Floing only to suc- 
cumb to the 5th Jagers, who fell on them front and 
rear. These attacks were repeated by the French 
again and again, and the murderous turmoil lasted 
for half an hour with steadily diminishing success 
for the French. The volleys of the infantry fired 
at short range strewed the whole field with dead 
and wounded. Many fell into the quarries or over 
the steep precipices, a few may have escaped by 
swimming the Meuse ; and scarcely more than 
half of these brave troops were left tp return to the 
protection of the fortress. 

But this magnificent sacrifice of the splendid 
French cavalry could not change the fate of the 
day. The Prussian infantry had lost but few in 
cut-and-thrust encounters, and at once resimied 
the attack against Li^bert's Division. But in this 
onslaught they sustained heavy losses ; for. instance 
the three battalions of the 6th Regiment had to be 
commanded by lieutenants. Casal was stormed, 
and the French after a spirited resistance with- 
drew at about three o'clock to their last refuge, 
the Bois-de-Garennes. 

When between one and two o'clock the fighting 
round Bazeilles at first took a favourable turn for 
his army, General von Wimpffen returned to his 
original plan of overthrowing the Bavarians, 
exhausted by a long struggle^ and making his way 
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to Carignaa with the 1st, Vth, and Xllth Corps ; 
while the Vllth Corps was to cover their rear. But 
the orders issued to that effect never reached the 
generals in command, or arrived so late that 
circumstances forbade their being carried out. 

In consequence of his previous orders, Bassoigne's 
Division, with those of Goze and Grandchamp, had 
remained idle. Now, at about three in the after- 
noon, the two last-named advanced from Fond-de- 
Givonne, over the eastern ridge, and the 23rd 
Saxon Division, which was marching in the valley 
on the left bank of the Givonne, found itself sud- 
denly attacked by the compact French battalions 
and batteries ; but with the aid of the left Aving of 
the Guards and the artillery thundering from the 
eastern slope they soon repulsed the French, and 
even followed them up back to Fond-de-Givonne. 
The energy of the French appears to have been 
exhausted, for they allowed themselves to be taken 
prisoners by hundreds. As soon as the hills on the 
west of the Givonne had been secured, the German 
artiUery established itself there, and by three 
o'clock twenty-one batteries stood in line between 
Bazeilles and Hayb^s. 

Bois-de-Gareimes, where many corps of all arms 
had found refuge and were wandering about, still 
remained to be taken. After a short cannonade 
the 1st Division of Guards ascended the hills from 
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Givonne, and were joined by the Saxon battalions, 
the left wing of the Illrd army at the same time 
pressing forward from Illy. A wild turmoil en- 
sued : some of the French offered violent resistance, 
others surrendered by thousands at a time, but 
not until five o'clock were the Germans masters of 
the fortress. 

Meanwhile long columns of French could be 
seen pouring down on Sedan from all the neighbour- 
ing hills. Irregular bands of troops were massed 
in and around the walls of the fortress, and shells 
from the German batteries on both sides of the 
Meuse were constantly exploding in their midst. 
Columns of fire soon began to rise from the city, 
and the Bavarians, who had gone round to Torcy, 
were about to climb the palisades at the gate when, 
at about half-past four, flags of truce were hoisted 
on the towers. 

The Emperor Napoleon had refused to join with 
General von Wimpffen in his attempt to break 
through the German lines; he had, on the con- 
trary, desired him to parley with the enemy. On 
the order being renewed, the French suddenly 
ceased firing. 

General Reille now made his appearance in the 
presence of the King, who had watched the action 
since early in the day from the hill south of Fr^nois. 
He was the bearer of an autograph letter from the 
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Emperor, whose presence in Sedan had till now 
been unknown. He placed his sword in the hands 
of the King, but as this was only an act of personal 
submission, the answer given to his letter de- 
manded that an officer should be dispatched hither, 
fully empowered to treat with General von Moltke 
as to the surrender of the French Army. 

This sorrowful duty was imposed on General 
von Wimpffen, who was in no way responsible 
for the desperate straits into which the army had 
been brought. 

The negotiations were held at Donchery during 
the night between the 1st and 2nd September. 
The Germans were forced to consider that they 
must not forego the advantage gained over so 
powerful an enemy as France. When it was re- 
membered that the French had regarded the vic- 
tory of German arms over other nationalities in 
the light of an insult, any act of untimely gene- 
rosity might lead them to forget their own defeat. 
The only course to pursue was to insist upon the 
disarmament and detention of the entire army, but 
the officers were to be free on parole. 

General von Wimpffen declared it impossible to 
accept such hard conditions, the negotiations were 
broken off, and the French officers returned to 
Sedan at one o'clock. Before their departure they 
were given to understand that imless these terms 
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were agreed to by nine o'clock next morning the 
bombardment would be renewed. 

Thus the capitulation was signed by General 
von WimpfFen on the morning of the 2nd, further 
resistance being obviously impossible. 

Marshal MacMahon had been very fortunate in 
being disabled so early in the day, or he would have 
been inevitably compelled to sign the capitulation ; 
and though he had only carried out the orders forced 
upon him by the Paris authorities, he could hardly 
have sat in judgment, as he afterwards did, on the 
comrade he had failed to relieve. 

It is difficult to understand why the Germans 
want to celebrate the 2nd of September when 
nothing remarkable happened but what was the 
inevitable result of the previous day's work ; the 
day when the army really crowned itself with 
glory was the 1st of September. 

This splendid victory had cost the Germans 460 
officers and 8500 men. The French losses were far 
greater. Seventeen thousand were killed, the work 
principally of the strong force of German artillery. 
21,000 Frenchmen were taken prisoners in the 
course of the action, 83,000 surrendered ; 104,000 
in all. 

These, for the present, were assembled on the 
Peninsula of Iges, formed by the Meuse. As 
they were absolutely destitute of supplies, the 
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Commandant of M^zi^res allowed them the use of 
the railway as far as Donchery. 

Two corps d'arm^e were to effect and escort the 
transport of the prisoners, who were taken off 2000 
at a time by two roads, one to Etain, and the other 
by Clermont to Pont-ii-Mousson, where they were 
taken in charge by the army investing Metz, and 
forwarded to various places in Germany. 

3000 men had been disarmed on Belgian terri- 
tory. 

The trophies taken at Sedan consisted of three 
standards, 419 field-pieces, and 139 guns, 66,000 
stands of arms, over 1000 baggage and other 
waggons, and 6000 horses fit for service. 

With the surrender of this army. Imperialism 
in France was extinct. 
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ADVANCE ON PARIS AND CAPITULA- 
TION OF METZ. 

While one-half of the German Army was thus 
engaged in victorious progress, the other half 
remained a fixture before Metz. 

The foremost line of outposts of the besieging 
army was over six miles long. Thus an attempt 
of the collected forces of the enemy to break 
through would have met with but slight oppo- 
sition at the outset. It was all the more expedient 
to fortify. the isolated German positions. These 
works, the clearing of the battle-fields in the 
neighbourhood, the close watch kept over every 
movement of the enemy, the construction of a 
telegraph-line connecting the various staff quar- 
ters, and the erecting of hutments, kept the 
troops and their leaders amply occupied. Be- 
sides the care of the wounded, attention had to be 
paid to the sick, whose number was daily increased 
by the rough weather and insufficient shelter. 
The provisioning of the troops was, however, made 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



. . Sortie from Metz. 137 

easier by their stationary attitude, and the troops 
were now amply supplied by their friends at home. 

The first days of the siege went by without any 
attempts to break out on the part of the French. 
They too were busy reorganizing, collecting ammu- 
nition and supplies. 

On the 20th of August, Marshal Bazaine wrote 
to Chfilons : " I will give due notice of my march if 
I am able to attempt it." On the 23rd he reported 
to the Emperor: "If the news of the extensive 
reductions in the besieging army is corroborated, 
I shall begin the march by way of the fortresses 
on the north, in order to risk nothing." 



The Sortie from Metz. 
(August 26th.) 

On the 26th of August, when the Army of 
Chdlons was still fifteen miles distant from the 
canal of the Ardennes, and its advance on Metz 
was as yet unknown. Marshal Bazaine collected 
his main forces on the right bank of the Moselle. 

This movement had not escaped the notice of the 
outposts, and the field-telegraph at once commu- 
nicated the information to head-quarters. 

To support the 3rd Reserve Division at Malroy, 
ten battalions of the Xth Corps crossed the Meuse 
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to Argancy, on the right bank. The 25th Division 
held itself in readiness at the bridge of Haucon- 
court, and the 1st Corps closed up towards Servigny, 
In the event of the escape of the French towards 
the north, the Illrd, IVth, and parts of the IXth 
Corps were to arrest their progress at Dieden- 
hofen. 

The crossing of the river by pontoon-bridges 
from the island of Chambifere seriously delayed 
the French ; their Ilnd, Ilird, and IVth Corps had, 
however, formed in close order between Mey and 
Grimont, by about noon. Their advanced guard suc- 
ceeded in throwing back the German outposts to the 
south-east of Metz at several points, but instead of 
entering upon a general attack. Marshal Bazaine 
called all the commandants of the Corps to a con- 
ference at Grimont. The Commandant of Metz 
then explained that the heavy ammunition at their 
disposal would suffice for one battle only, that 
when it was exhausted they would be imprisoned 
between the German armies without the means of 
defence ; the fortress, he continued, was not defen- 
sible in its present state, and could not stand a siege 
if the army were to be withdrawn. All this might 
have been — ^nay,must have been, known to the Com- 
mandant before he entered upon the movement. It 
was especially impressed upon the genends, " That 
the best service they could render to their country 
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was to preserve the army, which woiild be of the 
greatest importance if negotiations for peace should 
be entered into." The generals present all spoke 
against the continuation of the march ; and the 
Commander-in-Chief, who had refrained from 
expressing any opinion in the matter, gave the 
order to retire at four o'clock. 

The whole affair of the 26th of August can only 
be regarded in the light of a parade manoeuvre. 
Bazaine reported to the Minister of War that the 
scarcity of artillery ammunition made it " impos- 
sible " to break through the German lines, imless 
the enemy were forced to retreat by attacks in the 
rear, from outside. Information as to the " voice 
of the people " in Paris was urgently requested. 

There is no doubt that Bazaine was influenced, 
not only by military, but by political considerations ; 
still the question remains, Could he have acted 
differently in the prevailing confusion ? From the 
correspondence referred to, and his behaviour in 
the battles before Metz, he was evidently strongly 
opposed to quitting the fortress. Under shelter 
of its walls he could maintain a considerable army 
in good order till the right moment. At the head 
of the only unimpaired army in France he might 
find himself in a position of greater power than 
any other man in the country. This army must, 
of course, first be freed from the bondage in which 
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it was now held. Even if it should succeed 
in breaking through the lines it would be greatly- 
weakened ; and it was not inconceivable that the 
Marshal^ as the strongest man in power, might 
be able to offer a price which should induce the 
enemy to allow him to march out. For if at 
last peace were to be concluded, the Germans 
would no doubt ask : Who in France is the authority 
with whom we are to negotiate, now that the 
Empire is overthrown, and which is strong enough 
to give a guarantee that its pledges will be kept ? 
That the Marshal, if his plans had been carried 
out, would have acted otherwise than in the interest 
of France is neither proved nor to be assumed. 

But ere long, a number of men combined in 
Paris, who, without consulting the nation, con- 
stituted themselves the Government of the country, 
and took the direction of its affairs into their own 
hands. In opposition to this party. Marshal 
Bazaine, supported by his army, could come for- 
ward as a rival or a foe ; nay, and this was his 
crime in the eyes of the Paris Government — he 
might restore the authority of the Emperor to 
whom he had sworn allegiance. Whether he could 
thus have spared his country even longer misery 
and greater suffering need not be discussed. But 
that he was subsequently accused of betraying his 
country arose, no doubt, from the national vanity 
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of the French, which demanded a "Traitor" to 
account for defeat. 

Soon after this demonstration, for it was nothing 
more, of the besieged army, the besieging army- 
was, in fact, reduced, for the Ilnd and Ilird Corps 
were sent to Brisy and Conflans, by orders from 
head-quarters. To be sure, from that point they 
could attack either of the French Marshals, as 
might prove requisite ; and the Xlllth Corps, 
formed of the 17th Division, hitherto retained to 
defend the coast, and of the Landwehr, was abeady 
within a few days' march of Metz. 

Meanwhile Marshal Bazaine seems to have 
recognized the fallacy of his expectations of the 
release of his army by negotiations with the enemy ; 
he now decided to make his way out, weapon in 
hand. The troops were supplied with three days' 
rations, and the conmaissariat with arms from the 
magazines of the fortress. That the attempt should 
again be made on the right bank of the Moselle 
was only to be expected; the main forces of the 
enemy being entrenched on the left. It would 
have been very difficult to traverse the moun- 
taioous region, cut up by deep passes, and they were 
sure to encounter the army of the Crown Prince on 
the march to Paris. East of Metz, on the other hand, 
there was ample space for the fiill development of 
his army. Thence to the south there was open 
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country, offering no cover to the enemy, whose 
lines were weakest on that side. The march to the 
north and along the Belgian frontier offered more 
danger and greater obstacles, and yet the Marshal 
had selected this very road. The Army of Chfilons 
was also marching in that direction ; their approach 
was reported, and on the 31st of August, when 
Marshal MacMahon's forces reached Stenay under 
such disastrous circumstances, Bazaine's army 
issued from Metz. 

Battle of Noisseville. 

(August 31st.) 

Of the forces then assembled on the right bank of 
the Mouse, the Ilird Corps was to cover the right 
flank of the others while they were advancing ; one 
division was ordered to surprise the enemy in the 
south-east, the other three divisions were to march 
on Noisseville. Three pontoon-bridges were con- 
structed for the rest of the army, and exits pre- 
pared towards the heights of St.- Julien. The IVth 
and Vlth Corps were to cross at six o'clock and 
take up a position to the right of the Ilird, from 
the town of Mey, past Grimont to the Moselle ; the 
Ilnd Corps and the Guards were to follow and 
form a second line in their rear. The artillery 
reserves and the cavalry were expected to reach 
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the other side of the Moselle by ten o'clock ; the 
baggage trains were collected on the Isle of Cham- 
bifere. Thus there should have been, by twelve 
o'clock, five Corps ready to attack the Grermans 
along a mile and a half, from Retonfay to Argancy, 
where only two German divisions held the line. 

As early as .seven o'clock in the morning 
Montaudon's Division issued from Fort Queuleu, 
and proceeding eastward, drove the German out- 
posts back on Aubigny. But this sham attack did 
not deceive the Germans. The stir in the French 
camp had been observed quite early, and when the 
mist cleared off and large bodies of French troops 
were seen moving in front of Fort St.-Julien,' an 
attempt to break through to the north was con- 
fidently expected, and measures were immediately 
taken to prevent it. 

The 28th Brigade of the Vllth Corps was 
dispatched to reinforce Courcelles ; thus the 
3rd Brigade of the 1st Corps could be brought 
nearer to Servigny. The troops of the Xth Corps, 
which could be spared from the line of defence on 
the left bank, were again set moving to return to 
the right, and the IXth Corps made ready to begin 
the intended retreat. The Ilird Corps and the 1st 
Cavalry Division were recalled from Brisy and 
sent to the plateau of Privat; the Ilnd was to 
prepare to march at any moment. 
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The attempt of the French on this occasion proved 
even less successful than on the 26th ; the routes 
of the IVth and Vlth Corps met at the bridges, and 
they only reached their rendezvous at one o'clock, 
though it was but half a mile beyond ; they then 
renounced the idea of an immediate assault and 
set about cooking their dinners. A few skirmishes 
at Aubigny on the east and on the north towards 
Rupigny came to nothing. The Guards did not 
arrive till three o'clock, the artillery and cavalry 
were still absent. 

As everything had now quieted down, the 
Germans came to the conclusion that the attack 
had been intended for the following day. Not to 
waste their strength, a part of the reinforcements had 
already been sent back, when, at about four o'clock, 
the French guns suddenly opened a heavy fire. 

It appears that the Marshal had again assembled 
all the generals at Grimont, this time to inform 
them of his plan of attack. It was evident that the 
French could not advance towards the north before 
they had cut their way through by an attack on 
the eastern side, and covered their right flank ; for 
even if they succeeded in breaking through the 
German lines between Malroy and Charly, they 
could get no further so long as the Germans were 
at Servigny, and as their fire swept the plain by 
the Moselle, which, at that point, is no more than 
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5000 paces broad, the Marshal could not in any 
case reckon on getting through with his Artillery 
Reserves, which did not arrive on the field until 
six o'clock ; or, indeed, with the baggage trains he 
had left on the Isle of Chambifere, The Cavalry 
Corps was still defiling, and could not arrive until 
nine o'clock in the evening. 

The French commander's orders were based on 
these calculations. 

Marshal Le Boeuf received orders to advance 
with the Ilnd and Ilird Corps on both sides of the 
valley of Ste.-Barbe, and outflank the 1st Prussian 
Division at Servigny, from the south ; while the 
IVth Corps attacked them in front. The Vlth 
Corps was to attack the Reserve Division at Charly- 
Malroy. Marshal Canrobert was to command 
these two Corps, the Guards being kept as reserves. 

Thus General von Manteuffel had first to oppose 
Marshals Le Boeuf and Canrobert with a small 
force against a very superior enemy. This might 
be done either at Ste.-Barbe, a position that was 
difficult to outflank, in the line of ServigDy — Poix — 
Failly, which, though more exposed, was favour- 
able to the use of artillery. The latter was selected 
on the advice of General von Bergmann, in com- 
mand of the artillery and the Landwehr Brigade 
brought up from Antilly, where its place was 
taken by the 25th Division. Ten batteries 
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advanced to within 1000 paces of the villages 
occupied by the infantry. Their fire was so 
superior to that of the French that the enemy's 
batteries were soon silenced. The French attack 
from Rupigny, supported on the flank by three 
batteries, was for a long time repelled, and as the 
Prussians had not yet been driven back on Ste.- 
Barbe, the Vlth French Corps deferred for the 
present any serious attack on the Reserve Division 
at Malroy-Charly ; Marshal Canrobert received 
orders to advance, for the time being, only against 
the village of Failly, the northern stronghold of 
the Servigny position. 

Tixier's Division therefore set out at 7.30 in the 
evening from Villers L'Orme, but met with a most 
obstinate resistance at Failly. The East-Prussians, 
though attacked on two sides and pelted with bullets, 
maintained their position, and for a time were 
engaged in a hand-to-hand encounter, till the Land- 
wehr Brigade came to their assistance from Bremy. 

South of Servigny the French fared far better 
than in this angle between two bodies of the 
enemy ; their Ilnd and Ilird Corps, at that point, 
had only the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Prussian 
Corps to deal with as it advanced from Retonfay. 
Montaudon's and Metman's Divisions had pressed 
on as far as Nouilly, in the valley of the Vallieres ; 
Clinchant's Brigade stormed the brewery in the 
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teeth of a heavy fire, and by seven o'clock had 
compelled the defence of Noisseville to retire. 
Montoy and Flanville were also taken possession 
of, and the advanced guard of the 4th Brigade 
throAvn back on Coincy and Ch&teau Aubigny. 
The batteries of the 1st Division, after withstanding 
for a long time the fire of a strong force of 
tirailleurs from the southern valley, were forced, 
at about seven o'clock, to retire in echelon to the 
position held by the infantry at Poix-Servigny, 
keeping off the pursuing enemy with grape-shot. 

But at Poix-Servigny they now found the Prus- 
sians had made a stand, although out-flanked on 
their left. Potier's Brigade ascended the northern 
slope of the Vallieres valley, but found it impos- 
sible to reach Servigny. A moment later Cissey's 
Brigade rushed up from the west, and seized the 
cemetery outside the village. The French IVth 
Corps made a move against the centre of the 
Prussian position, but without success, for those 
battalions of the 2nd Brigade which had hitherto 
been kept in reserve met the attack. The attempt 
to break through between Poix and Servigny was 
met by the last reserve battalions of the 2nd 
Brigade with a counter-attack, in which all the 
troops at hand at once joined. Amid beating of 
drums they fell on the French, forced them out cf 
the cemetery, and drove them over the slope. 

L 2 
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To reinforce the troops thus engaged, the 3rd 
Brigade had, at about half-past eight, marched on 
Noisseville, whence they drove out the small detach- 
ment they found in possession, but they subse- 
quently yielded to superior numbers, and withdrew 
to St.-Marais. 

The din of battle had now ceased on all sides, 
and the fight seemed to be ended. The in- 
fantry of the 1st Division found quarters in the 
villages, the artillery had bivouacked, when sud- 
denly, at nine o'clock, a strong body of French 
was seen through the darkness marching on Ser- 
vigny. This proved to be Aymard's Division ; it 
advanced without firing a shot, and surprised the 
detachment which occupied the place, ejecting 
them after a fierce hand-to-hand fight. This 
attack remained unobserved for some time, even by 
the troops nearest at hand ; but they then rushed 
to arms, and, pouring in from all sides, drove the 
French back beyond the churchyard, which was 
now held by the Germans. 

It was now ten o'clock. The 1st Division had 
kept its ground against an enemy of superior 
strength; but the French had foimd their way 
across the unoccupied groimd between the 3rd 
and 4th Brigades, and threatened the German 
flank at Servigny from their position at Noisse- 
ville. 
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September Ist — ^The 18tli Division, by a night- 
jnaxch, crossed from the left to the right, bank 
of the Moselle at four o'clock in the morning, and 
reinforced the two wings in the line of Malroy, 
Charly and Bois de FaiUy, sending a brigade to 
each. The 25th Division could now retire from 
Antilly to Ste.-Barbe, where, with the 6th Land- 
wehr Brigade, it formed the reserve of the Poix — 
Servigny position. 

On the morning of the Ist of September a thick 
mist still shrouded the plain, where all troops 
stood ready for action. 

Marshal Bazaine again pointed out to his 
generals that first of all Ste.-Barbe was to be 
taken, that place being the key to the northern 
route they intended to pursue ; and he added, 
" failing this, we must stand by our own position." 
He evidently meant, the position under shelter of 
the cannons of Metz, and this shows great lack of 
confidence in his own success. 

The 3rd Brigade had deployed on the Saar- 
louis route as early as five o'clock, to forestall the 
further progress of the French on the left flank of 
the 1st Division. Twenty guns swept the plain in 
the direction of Montoy, and when Noisseville had 
been for some time under the fire of the artillery 
of the 3rd (German) Brigade, at seven o'clock 
the 43rd Regiment stormed the village. A violent 
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fight ensued in and about the houses ; two French 
brigades engaged in the combat, and after a 
long struggle the regiment was again repelled. 
The battalions of the 3rd Brigade arrived just as 
the fight was over, but the attack was not re- 
newed. 

When the plan of Marshal Bazaine's attempt 
was made evident, the 28th Brigade started from 
Courcelles at six in the morning to reinforce 
the 1st Corps ; its two batteries silenced those of 
the French at Montoy and then fired on Flanville. 
The enemy soon began to abandon the burning 
village, into which, at nine o'clock, the Rhine- 
landers marched from the south and the East- 
Prussians from the north. Marshal Le Boeuf 
ordered Bastoul's Division to make another charge 
on Montoy, but the deadly fire of the Prussian 
artillery compelled them to turn back. 

The 3rd Brigade had meanwhile taken up a 
position parallel with Retonfay, where it was 
joined by the 28th. The 3rd Cavalry Division 
was reinforced by the Hessian Horse Brigade, 
and these troops, with the artillery, which was made 
up to 114 guns, formed a rampart against any 
further progress of the Ilnd and Ilird French Corps. 

Everything was now quiet on the right vnng 
of the French army; but the IVth Corps had 
been enjoined to await their advance before re- 
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newing the attack on the artillery defences and 
village entrenchments* of the French line from 
Servigny to Poix, as its strength had been tested 
the day before. At eleven o'clock, after Xoisse- 
ville had been severely bombarded, the 3rd 
Prussian Brigade, supported by the Landwehr, 
advanced from the south and compelled the French 
to withdraw from the burning village. 

Marshal Canrobert, commanding the northern 
attack, had drawn up his batteries at Chieulles by 
half-past eight, and their fire, seconded by that of 
the artillery of the fortress, drove the Germans from 
Rupigny for a time ; but the village was soon 
retaken. 

Tixier s Division made two fruitless attempts to 
seize Failly, when the 36th Brigade of the 18th 
Division, which had just arrived, combining with 
the Reserve Division, assumed the offensive, and at 
ten o'clock drove the French back over the Chieulles 
stream. They made still another onslaught on 
Failly, but a sharp flanking fire made this, too, a 
failure. 

Marshal Le Boeuf, though he still had two 
divisions at his disposal, retreated before the 
advance of the 3rd Brigade on his right flank; 
and when Marshal Bazaine heard of this he 
ordered a cessation of hostilities at all other points 
at about mid-day. 
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The 137,000 French of the Army of the Rhine, 
who had issued from Metz on August 31st, had been 
repulsed by 36,000 Prussians. For the first time 
in this war the attack had been opened by the 
French, while defence fell to the lot of the Ger- 
mans. That the Germans lost 3400 men against 
3000 on the French side, must be attributed 
to the superior quality of the Chassep6t rifle. 
But the effects of the Prussian artillery proved 
decisive, and enabled Manteuffel to maintain an 
unshaken resistance. 

The Vllth Corps remained on the right of the 
Meuse, where the invading line was now strength- 
ened by the arrival of the Xlllth Corps with the 
Grand Duke of Mecklenburg. 

The Ilnd and Ilird Corps were again drawn up 
on the left bank of the river. On the same day 
and at the same hour, when the destruction of one 
French army was completed at Sedan, the other 
returned to almost hopeless internment in Metz. 
Thus the issue of the war had already been decided 
after only two months' duration ; though the war 
itself was far from ended. 



The Change of Administration in Paris. 
When, in the night of the 4th of September, 
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the news of the defeat at Sedan and the Emperor's 
surrender became known in Paris, the Legislative 
Body met for a series of sittings in rapid suc- 
cession to select an Administrative Committee. 
Riotous mobs cut these deliberations short by- 
forcing their way into the Chamber and proclaim- 
ing the Republic here and at the H6tel de Ville, 
amidst the acclamations of the people. Though 
the troops were under arms in their barracks, the 
Government till now in power offered no resist- 
ance; the Empress left Paris; General Trochu 
and several members of the Minority in the Cham- 
ber combined to form a Government, which they 
styled " The Government of National Defence and 
War." " War to the bitter end " was their motto, 
and the entire nation was called to arms. Not an 
inch of territory, not a stone of the fortresses was 
to be yielded up to the enemy. 

A Government; devoid of legitimate founda- 
tion, must achieve some manifest success, and 
could not afford to allow the war to end in 
peace. 

Notwithstanding all previous reverses, France 
was too rich in resources to find herseK defence- 
less yet. General Vinoy was still in the field. 
The dispersed members of all the Corps, the 
Marine troops and the Oendarmerie could rally 
around him. There was, too, the " Territorial 
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Militia," numbering 468,000 men, an institution 
due to Marshal Niel, whose far-seeing work of 
reorganization had been cut short only too soon. 
Then the Garde Rationale could be called out as 
well as 100,000 newly levied recruits. France was 
thus able to send a million men to the front, 
without reckoning Franctireurs and Volimteer 
Corps. 

Four himdred thousand Chassep6ts and 2000 
guns lying in store would arm these troops, and 
the workshops of England, as a neutral power, were 
ready to complete their outfit as a matter of 
business. 

Such means of war, backed by the active 
patriotism of the nation, might offer a prolonged 
resistance if governed by a powerful will. That 
win was Gambetta's. 

As Minister of War, by the French system of 
government, he was, at the same time, Commander- 
in-Chief, and he certainly would not resign the 
command. For a victorious general at the head 
of the Army, under a Republic, would at once 
have become Dictator in his stead. 

M. de Freycinet, also a civilian, served imder 
Gambetta as a sort of Chief of the General Staff, 
and the energetic, but dilettante, commandership 
exercised by these gentlemen cost France very 
dear. Gambetta's rare energy and unrelenting 
perseverance availed, indeed, to induce the entire 
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population to take up arms, but not to direct 
these masses on a uniform plan. 

Without giving them time to be drilled into 
fitness for the field, he sent them out with ruthless 
cruelty, insujficiently prepared to carry out ill- 
digested plans against an enemy on whose firm 
solidity all their courage and devotion must be 
wrecked. He prolonged the struggle with great 
sacrifice on both sides, without turning the balance 
in favour of France. 

But the German army had still great difficulties 
to overcome. 

The battles it had won had cost it dear ; the 
loss in officers especially was irremediable. Half 
the army was detained before Metz and Strasburg. 
The transport and guard of more than 200,000 
prisoners required the services of a large part of 
the new levies in Germany. The frontier fortresses 
had not mdeed hindered the invasion of the 
Grerman army, but they had to be invested or kept 
under observation to secure communications with 
the rear, the forwarding and victualliag of troops, 
and every advance into the enemy's country 
demanded increased supplies of arms. After the 
battle of Sedan only 150,000 men were available for 
further operations in the field. There could be no . 
doubt that they must be directed against Paris, as 
the seat of the new Gx)vemment and the centre of 
gravity, so to speak, of the whole country. On 
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the very day of the capitulation of Sedan, arrange- 
ments were made for the advance. 

To spare the troops, the movement was to be 
executed on the widest possible front, for of the 
French Corps, only the Xlllth could detain them. 
StiU, Blanchard's Division alone of that Corps was 
still at M^zi^res; the other two had but just 
begun their march when they received orders to 
return. 

General Vinoy's Retreat. 

General Vinoy's first anxiety was — very rightly 
— to reach Paris with the least possible loss. This 
was not very easy to accomplish, for the Vlth Corps 
(Prussian), which had taken no part in the battle 
of Sedan, was at Attigny in such a position that, 
between that place and Laon, it could intercept 
any line of the French retreat by reaching the 
spot before, or as soon as the enemy. General von 
Tiimpling, with the 12th Division, had taken 
possession of Rethel by the evening of September 
1st, thus closing the high-road to Paris. Only 
extraordinary forced marches and a succession 
of happy circumstances could save Blanchard's 
Division from destruction, which had already spent 
all its ammunition in small conflicts. 

General Vinoy supplied the troops with several 
days' rations, enjoined a strict observance of order 
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and discipline, and during the night of September 
2nd began his retreat to Rethel, where he 
expected to find Cr^a's Division; this, however, 
availing itseK of the part of the railway which was 
still undestroyed, had already gone on to Soissons. 

It was still quite early when the French column 
came into collision with the 5th and presently 
with the 6th Prussian Cavalry Divisions, without 
being seriously attacked. It was not till about ten 
o'clock, and within a mile and a half of Rethel, 
that the French general learnt that that place 
was in the hands of the Germans, and decided 
on making a detour by Novion-Porcien. He 
sent his rear-guard against the enemy's horse- 
artillery, but seeing hardly anything but cavalry 
in front, they soon resumed the march. They 
reached Novion, where they bivouacked, at about 
four in the afternoon. 

General von Hofimann had taken up a position 
at Rethel, awaiting the French, of whose approach 
he had been warned. Having ridden out in person, 
he became aware of their deviation from the route, 
and at four in the afternoon marched on Ecly, 
where he arrived late in the evening. Part of his 
troops reconnoitred the country roimd Chateau 
Porcien. 

General Vinoy, on learning that this road, too, 
was closed, left his bivouacs at half-past one in the 
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morning, leaving the fires burning, and set out for 
a second night's march in pouring rain and total 
darkness. 

At first he took a northerly direction, to reach 
Laon at any rate by the cross-roads. Knee-deep in 
mud and often alarmed, but without coming into 
collision with the enemy, he arrived at Chateau 
Porcien at half-past seven in the morning, and 
halted for a couple of hours. The state of the roads 
compelled him now to proceed in a southerly direc- 
tion, and when the head of his column reached 
S^raincourt, the- sound of firing told him that the 
rear had been attacked by the Germans. 

The Prussian cavalry had, early in the day, 
discovered the French line of march, but when 
this important information reached him, Greneral 
von Hoffmann had left Ecly. He had already 
started to look for the enemy at Novion-Porcien, 
where he was naturally to be expected after his 
first night-march, but at half-past nine had found 
the place deserted. Thus, during the forenoon, 
the German and French Divisions had crossed on 
the road at a distance of about a mile apart. The 
thick weather had prevented them seeing each 
other. General Vinoy got, this day, as far as 
Montcomet, in what condition may be imagined. 
The 12th Division (German) had persevered in its 
westward march, but had only come up with 
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the rear of the fast-retreating enemy, and took up 
quarters in Chaumont-Porcien. 

This march of the enemy ought not indeed to 
have remained unobserved and unchecked under 
theeyeof two Cavalry Divisions, but these were, it 
must be owned, called off at an unfortunate moment. 

It was, in fact, in consequence of a report that 
the French forces were assembled at Rheims, that 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Ilird Army had 
ordered the immediate return of the Vlth Corps 
and the two Divisions of Cavahy. These at 
once relinquished the pursuit, and General von 
Tiimpling ordered his two Infantry Divisions to 
march at once on Rheims; the 11th, which was 
holding Rethel, set out forthwith. General von 
Hoffmann, on the contrary, followed up the 
French, on his own responsibility, as far as was 
possible without any cavalry to overtake them. 
It was not till the following day that the 12th 
reached the Suippe. 

September 4dh. — General Vinoy made his way 
northward again, beyond Marie, where he re- 
ceived [the news of the Emperor's surrender and 
the outbreak of the revolution in Paris. It was 
now of the greatest importance that he should 
arrive there, and by the 13th he had reached the 
capital with the two other divisions of his Corps 
from Laon and Soissons. 
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The IIIrd Army and the Army of the Meuse 
March on Paris. 

While all this was going on, the Germans, ou 
the 4th September, had begun their advance on 
Paris. The first thing to be done was to re-form 
the mass of troops assembled in the cramped space 
by Sedan. The IIIrd Army, of which the Xlth 
and the 1st Bavarian Corps were still there, had 
to make two long marches to the front in order 
that the Army of the Meuse could occupy their 
old lines in its rear. 

The news of the great concentration of troops at 
Rheims was soon proved to be xmfounded. So 
early as on the 4th, companies of Prussian horse 
had entered the excited and hostile city, the 11th 
Division arrived that afternoon, and on the follow- 
ing day the German King's head-quarters were 
established in the town which had seen so many 
French kings crowned. 

On the 10th of September the IIIrd Army had 
reached a line from Dormans to Sezanne, and the 
Vlth Corps had pushed forward to Ch&teau 
Thierry. The Army of the Meuse, after failing 
in an attack on Montm^dy, occupied a line between 
Rheims and Laon. Cavalry sent far in advance 
protected this exceptionally wide marching front. 
They everywhere foimd the inhabitants in a verj^ 
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hostile frame of mind ; the Franc-tireurs attacked 
with conspicuous daring, and could only be 
ejected from several villages by a dismounted 
force. The roads were in many places broken up 
and the bridges destroyed. 

At the approach of the 6th Cavalry Division 
Laon capitulated. Some small detachments of 
troops of the line were taken prisoners, with 
twenty-five guns, 100 stand of arms and stores were 
plundered, and 2000 Gardes-Mobiles dismissed to 
their homes on parole. 

Friend and foe were still collected in large 
numbers in the courtyard of the citadel when the 
powder-magazine blew up, having probably been 
intentionally fired, and did great damage, both 
there and in the town. The Prussians had fifteen 
officers and ninety-nine men killed and wounded ; 
among the wounded were the General of Division 
and his staff officer. The French lost 300 men ; 
the commandant of the fortress was mortally 
wounded. 

On the 16th the Army of the Meuse stood on 
the Ourcq, between Nanteuil and L^zy ; the 5th 
Cavalry Division was at Dammartin ; the 6th had 
advanced beyond Beaumont, sending patrols as far 
as St.-Denis. The Ilird Army occupied the 
ground from Meaux to Comte-Robert. Strong 
pontoon-bridges had been thrown over the.Mame 
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at Trilport instead of those which had been blown 
up, and by the 17th, the Vth Corps had ah-eady 
reached the Upper Seine. 

To secure the pontoon-works at Villeneuve-St.- 
Georges, the 17th Brigade was sent down the 
right bank of the Seine towards Paris, and 
at Mont-Mesly was met by Greta's Division, 
ordered out by General Vinoy to bring in or 
destroy a large store of supplies. The fight which 
ensued ended in the French being driven back 
under shelter of the guns of the fort at Charenton. 

The Ilnd Bavarian Corps also arrived on the 
Seine on this day and bridged it over at Corbeil. 
The 2nd Cavalry Division were observing Paris 
from Saday. The King removed his head-quarters 
from Chateau-Thierry to Meaux. The complete 
investment of Paris was now imminent. 

The works completed by Louis Philippe effec- 
tually protected the city from being taken by 
storm. The armament consisted of 2627 guns, 
including 200 of the heaviest calibre of naval 
ordnance. Each had 500 rounds of shot, and 
there were 3,000,000 kilogrammes of powder in 
the magazines. In numerical strength, besides 
the Xlllth Corps arrived from Mezieres, a new ' 

Corps, the XlVth, had been raised in Paris itself. | 

These 50,000 troops of the line ^vith 14,000 
highly efficient and trustworthy marines and 
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sailors, and about 8000 Gensd'armes, customs 
officers, and Chasseurs, formed the kernel of the 
defence. There were besides 115,000 Grardes- 
Mobiles, who had been called into the capital at 
an earlier date. The National Guard was divided 
into 130 battalions, which, however, being defec- 
tively equipped and ill-disciplined, could only be 
employed in the defence of the inner circle of 
walls. The volunteers, though numerous, proved 
for the most part useless. 

On the whole the besieged force may be 
reckoned at 300,000, twice as many as the be- 
siegers as yet on the spot, who had only about 
60,000 men available, with 5000 cavalry and 124 
field batteries. There were five floating batteries 
on the Seine and nine section-built gun-boats 
originally intended for the Rhine ; on the railway- 
line a few gunswere mounted on armour-plated cars. 

Great difficulties attended the victualling of two 
million hiiman beings for any length of time; 
however the French had succeeded in bringing 
3000 oxen, 6000 pigs, and 180,000 sheep into 
Paris, with considerable stores of other provisions, 
so that they were sure of holding out for six 
weeks at least. 

The commands issued from the head-quarters at 
Meaux were that the Army of the Meuse should 
invest the capital on the right bank of the Seine, 
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and the Illrd Army on the left bonk. As a 
general rule the troops were to remain beyond 
the range of fire from the forts, but, short of that, 
were to keep as close as possible so as to reduce 
the line of blockade. The connection of the two 
armies was to be secured above Paris by several 
bridges across the river, and below the city, by 
the cavalry occupying Poissy. The Ilird Army 
were to scour the country about Orleans. In case 
of any attempt to relieve the capital it was to 
march up within a short distance and then, leaving 
the blockade to the weaker forces, to use aU its 
strength to defeat the enemy. Without some 
relief from the outside, the mere investment of 
the city must reduce it to capitulate, though 
probably not for some weeks or even months. 
The most obvious alternative was a bombard- 
ment. 

At the time when Paris was fortified it was 
inconceivable that the improvements in artillery 
would double or treble the range of fire. The 
outworks, especially to the south, were at so short 
a distance from the main work that the latter could 
easily be reached by the fire of heavy batteries. 

The Germans have been blamed for not having 
recourse at an earlier date to this form of attack ; 
but this shows a deficient appreciation of the diffi- 
culties in the way. It may safely be asserted that 
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an attack on a large fortified place in the heart of 
the enemy's country must always be impossible so 
long as the invader is not master of the railways or 
waterways, to bring in endless supplies of the 
necessary materiel. Its mere conveyance by or- 
dinary highways, even for a short distance, is a 
gigantic undertaking. At this period the German 
army had the control of only one railway on French 
soil, and this was folly occupied in the transport of 
supplies for the forces in the field : food, reinforce- 
ments and arms to bring in ; the woimded, sick and 
prisoners to carry back. Even this ended at Toul ; 
and the attempt to construct a ceinture line outside 
that fortress was rendered impossible by the nature 
of the ground. A scarcely inferior obstacle was 
the complete destruction of the Nanteuil tunnel, 
which would probably take many weeks to restore. 
Even then, for the further transport beyond 
Nanteuil of 300 heavy guns, with 500 rounds of shot, 
4500 large waggons would be needed, such as were 
not in use in the country to be traversed, and 10,000 
horses. Thus a bombardment was, in the first 
instance, not to be thought of, and, in any case, 
the object of it would not be to destroy Paris, but 
to exert a final pressure on the inhabitants ; and 
this would be more effectual when a long blockade 
had shaken the resolution of the besieged than it 
was likely to be at the beginning. 
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September Sth. — In obedience to the supreme 
command, the Generals of Division began the march 
on the enemy's capital. By the 18th the Army of 
the Meuse, by a deviation to the left, had brought 
the Xllth Corps as far as Claye, the Guards to 
Mitry, and the IVth Corps to Dammartin, one 
march from Paris. 

All the villages beyond St.-Denis were occupied 
by the French. It seemed as though the blockade 
on the north side would be opposed, and the Crown 
Prince of Saxony took measures to follow up and 
support the IVth Corps, which led the way, on the 
following day. The 5th and 6th Cavalry Divisions, 
hastening on to Pontoise, were reinforced by two 
companies of Jagers and a pontoon train, and, after 
constructing a bridge, they crossed the Oise. 

The Vth Corps of the Illrd Army passed over 
the Seine at ViUeneuve-St.-Georges and advanced 
to Palaiseau and the Upper Bievre. The advanced 
guard came into collision with the French Cavalry 
Brigade under Bemis. The (German) 47th Regi- 
ment at once proceeded to attack, and stormed the 
walled farmsteads of Dame-Rose and Trivaux. But 
on the southern skirt of the wood of Meudon the 
whole of the XlVth Corps was drawn up ; on its 
left stood a Division of the Xlllth Corps. . The 
regiment retired on Petit-Bicetre without being 
pursued, and there took up a defensive position. 
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The Ilnd Bavarian Corps marched from Corbeil 
by Longjumeau to a line parallel with the Vth, 
and on the right the Vlth occupied both banks of 
the Seine. These Corps, too, had several brushes 
with the French. 

The Wurtemburg Division at Lagny and Gour- 
nay was to cross the Mame forthwith, and so 
establish communication between the two armies. 



Investment of Paris. 
(September 19th.) 

On the 19th of September the IVth Corps, 
advancing to St.-Brice, met with no opposition ; 
they drove out the enemy's troops from the neigh- 
bouring villages under cover of the heavy guns of 
St.-Denis, and advanced on the Lower Seine. The 
Guards followed them as far as Dugny, and took 
possession of the Mor^e, which was dammed up at 
its confluence with the Mame, and afforded good 
protection for the investing lines along a consider- 
able distance. Further to the left the Xllth Corps 
took up a position on the Mame, and on the left 
bank of that stream the Wurtemburg Division 
advanced to Champigny. 

On this day the Vth Corps of the Ilird Army 
advanced to Versailles in two columns. The 47th 
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Regiment was again told oflf to cover the march on 
the French front. The enemy evidently were anxious 
to remain masters of the important heights in front 
of the fortifications of Paris, and it was still early 
in the morning when two divisions of the Xnrth 
Corps (French) marched out of the neighbouring 
wood of Meudon on Petit-Bicetre and Villacoublay. 
Supported by a strong force of artillery, which set 
the farm-buildings of Petit-BicStre on fire, they 
drove back the German posts ; but at Villacoublay 
the Vth presently came up to Abbaye-aux-Bois to 
support the Ilnd Bavarian Corps. 

The left flank brigade of the Bavarians had 
crossed the columns marching on Versailles in the 
valley of the Bifevre ; but the sound of fighting on 
the field of battle induced General von Dietl to 
advance with his detachments, which had come up 
singly, on both sides of the high-road to Bicfetre. 
By charging at the same time with the Prussians, 
who were still fighting in the Bois-de-Garenne, they 
succeeded in repulsing the French at Pav^-blanc. 
Meanwhile the enemy, by half-past eight, had 
formed a front of fifty guns, and three regiments 
of foot advanced' to renew the attack on Petit- 
BicStre and Bois-de-Garenne. They were received 
with a destructive musketry fire, and not even 
General Ducrot's personal influence could persuade 
the troops, who were young recruits, to go forward. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Siege of Paris. 169 

The Zauaves posted at the farm of Trivaux were 
finally thrown into such confusion by the German 
shell that they fled wildly back on Paris. 

The general had to give up the attempt. His 
Divisions retired in evident disorder on Clamart 
and Fontenay, under cover of the artillery and of the 
cavalry, which had steadily stood fire ; the Grerman 
foot pursued them. The Bavarians stormed Pav^- 
blanc under a heavy fire of their guns; the Prussians 
re-took Dame-Rose after a short struggle, and 
forced their way past the farm of Trivaux into the 
wood of Meudon. The French stiU held the heights 
of Plessis-Piquet, which were to them of such vast 
importance and easy of defence, as well as the 
bastion at Moulin-de-la-Tour, where nine batteries 
were at once placed in position, and their fire com- 
manded the whole of the western field of operations. 

The main body of the Bavarians had meanwhile 
advanced to the south, and, marching on, after nine 
o'clock, on Fontenay-aux-Roses, they came under a 
hot fire from the hill, as well as a flanking fire from 
a fort on Hautes-Bruyferes. Being informed of the 
situation at the scene of conflict on the plateau of 
Bicfetre, General von Hartmann at once sent forward 
a detachment of artillery as a reinforcement, and 
gave orders for the 5th Brigade to effect communi- 
cation on the left, at Malabry. As soon as this bri- 
gade had deployed imder a hot fire of Chassep6ts and 
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artillery between Pav^-blanc and Malabry, General 
von Walther proceeded to attack Plessis-Piquet. 
After making a short stand, the artillery retired 
round the park wall, and then the infantry came 
out from the wood of Verri^res, and, after a brief 
but sharp struggle, took possession of the southern 
mill. After half an hour's firing, the Bavarians 
advanced on Hachette by rushes, and broke into 
the park of Plessis. The French kept up a hot 
fire from the fort of Moulin-de-la-Tour on the spots 
seized by the Grermans, by which the Bavarian 
field batteries suffered severely; but they still 
eflfectively supported the further advance of the 
infantry, who now got close in under the earth- 
works. However, the defenders were already on the 
point of retiring, and when the Bavarians got up, 
at about three o'clock, they found the place deserted 
and guns left in position. 

Caussade's Division had left Clamart to march 
on Paris ; Maussion's had abandoned the hiU of 
Bagneux, in consequence, it was said, of mistaken 
orders, and Hugues' Division was with difficulty 
brought to a stand at the Fort of Montrouge. 

The Bavarian Corps now took up the position it 
had won on the plateau of Bic^tre to the right of 
the Vth Corps. The fight had cost the Bavarians 
265 men and the Vth Corps 178 ; the French lost 
661 kiUed and above 300 prisoners. 
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The condition in . which the French XlVth 
Corps returned to Paris caused such dismay that 
General Trochu found himself obliged to withdraw 
a Division of the Xlllth from Vincennes for the 
defence of the city fortifications. 

It was subsequently supposed that it would have 
been possible to capture one of the forts as early as 
on this day, by forcing a way in upon the heels of 
the enemy, and so very appreciably shortening 
the siege; but the forts did not open their 
gates to shelter fugitives, to whom those of the 
capital were always open. The scaling of walls 
eighteen feet high can never be done without much 
preparation. Besides, such perilous attempts can- 
not be made to order ; they can only be achieved 
in a propitious moment by those who are on the 
spot. In this case almost certain failure would have 
endangered the important success just obtained. 

The Vth Corps had meanwhile proceeded on its 
way to Versailles ; a few National Guards, who had 
collected at the entrance to the town, were driven 
off and disarmed by the German Hussars. The 
9th Division held the eastern road out of the town, 
the 10th was encamped at Rocquencourt, and 
strong outposts were placed on the Bougival — 
Sevres line. The 18th Brigade, which remained 
at Villacoublay to support the Bavarians in case of 
need, was only moved forward at nightfall. 
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The 3rd Division of the Bavarian Corps was left 
on the heights opposite Plessis-Piquet, its outposts 
extending towards the wood of Meudon, where 
the French were still in possession of the ch&teau, 
and the sappers at once converted the trenches at 
La Tour-du-Moulin so as to front north. The 12th 
Division was encamped at Tousenay, and to the 
rear as far as Chatenay. 

The main body of the Vlth Corps had taken up 
a position at Orly, its outposts extending from 
Choisy-le-Roi past Thiais to Chevilly. Maud'huy's 
Division attempted to repulse them at this village, 
but without success. A brigade of the same Corps 
at Limeil, on the right bank, was engaged in 
skirmishing with the French at Cr^teil. Within 
touch, further to the right, the Wurtemburg 
Division occupied the banks of the Mame from 
Ormesson to Noisy-le-Grand, and behind that place 
the pontoon-bridge at Goumay assured com- 
munication with the Saxon Corps. 

Thus on the 19th of September the blockade of 
Paris was complete on all sides. Six Army Corps 
on a line of eleven miles were drawn up imme- 
diately in front of the enemy's capital, in some 
places within range of his guns, and protected in 
rear by a large force of cavahry. 
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First Negotiations for Peace. 

In ftill expectation of a battle to the north of 
Paris, the King had ridden out to join the Guards, 
and in the evening head-quarters were moved to 
Ferri^res. 

Here Monsieur Jules Favre made his appear- 
ance to negotiate for peace on the basis of " not a 
foot of soil." He believed that, after so many- 
victories and such heavy losses, the Germans would 
be satisfied with a sum of money. It need not be 
said that such proposals could not be considered, 
and only the possibility of granting an armistice 
was seriously discussed. 

It was to the political interest even of Germany 
to afford the French the opportunity of establish- 
ing a government by their own free and legalized 
election ; a government which should have full 
right and powers to conclude a peace ; for the self- 
constituted Government at that time ruling in 
Paris was the offspring of a revolution and might 
at any moment be strangled by a revolution. But, 
from a military point of view, every pause in the 
operations of war was a disadvantage. It would 
give the French tinie to push forward their pre- 
parations, and by raising for a time the siege of 
Paris would enable the capital to obtain the most 
necessary supplies. 
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The armistice could, therefore, only be granted in 
consideration of an equivalent. To secure supplies 
to the invading army, Strasburg and Toul, which 
intercepted communications by railway, must be 
given up. The siege of Metz was to be main- 
tained ; but with regard to Paris, either the 
blockade was to continue, or, if it were raised, one 
of the forts which commanded it was to be held by 
the Germans. The Chamber of Deputies was to 
be at full liberty to meet at Tours. 

These conditions, especially the surrender of the 
fortified towns, were absolutely rejected by the 
French, and the negotiations broken off. A week 
later Toul and Strasburg were in the hands of the 
Germans. 

Taking of Toul. 
(September 23rd.) 

As soon as the German coast seemed free from 
any danger of an invasion of French troops, the 17th 
Division, left on guard there, was ordered to join 
the forces in France. It arrived before Toul on 
September 12 th. 

This place, in itself impregnable, but commanded 
by neighbouring heights, had tiU now been invested 
by part of the troops of the Ilird Army, and shelled 
by the gims seized at Marsal and with field- 
guns, but without any particular effect. The 
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infantry on the other hand had established a footing 
behind the railway embankment and in the suburbs 
quite close to the foot of the glacis, so that sorties 
were rendered almost impossible. In view of 
these circumstances half the division was ere long 
sent to Chfilons, where sixteen battalions and 
fifteen squadrons were barely sufficient to deal 
with the extremely hostile demeanour of the 
country people, to keep the roads open and keep 
open communications with Germany. Thus only 
seven battalions, four squadrons, and four field- 
batteries were left outside Toul. 

On the 18th there arrived from Nancy by rail- 
way ten guns of 15 cm. bore and sixteen of 12 cm. 
bore. It was decided to direct the attack on the 
place, on its western face, which was enfiladed from 
Mont-St. -Michel, and to breach the south-west 
bastion ; but first an attempt was to be made to 
reduce the place by the shorter process of an 
artillery attack. 

On the night of the 23rd platforms for the siege 
artillery were constructed by the infantry ; three 
on Mont-St. -Michel, seven on the heights on the 
left bank of the Moselle, and one on the right bank. 
Next morning sixty-tvvo guns opened fire, and by 
half-past three the white flag was flying from the 
Cathedral. 

The place surrendered on the 23rd, on the same 
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conditions as had been granted to Sedan. A 
hundred and nine officers were released on parole, 
2240 rank and file were taken prisoners. Six 
companies took possession of the city that evening : 
on the whole it had suffered little. 

Twenty-one heavy guns, about 3000 stand of 
arms, and large stores of provisions and forage 
were seized. 

Siege of Strasbubg. 
(September 28th.) 

Immediately after the victory at Worth, the 
reduction of Strasburg became a primary object 
to the Germans. This strong position, as a bridge- 
head commandmg the Rhine, was a standing threat 
to Southern Germany. 

When Marshal McMahon evacuated Alsace, only 
three battalions of the line were left with the 
commandant of Strasburg. Stragglers escaping 
from various regiments engaged at Worth, the 
remnants of some four battalions and relief detach- 
ments, and of the Garde-Mobile and National 
Guards, had, however, increased the garrison to 
23,000 men. There was a complete absence of 
engineers, but 130 marines formed a company 
of trustworthy men ; the armament of guns was 
also ample. 
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So early as on the 11th August the Baden 
contingent had been detailed to observe Stras- 
burg. Notwithstanding their small number, they 
had advanced imchecked on the plain known 
as Ruprechts Au, as far as the Rhine and the 
canal ; had occupied the village of Schiltigheim, 
almost within rifle-range of the fortifications ; 
and, after preparing it for defence, pushed forward 
into the suburb of Konigshofen. 

In the course of eighteen days the Landwehr 
Gruard arrived, under the command of General 
von Werder, and the 1st Reserve Division, with 
one cavalry brigade, 46 battalions, 24 squadrons, 
and 18 field-batteries; followed by a siege-train 
of 200 field-pieces and 88 mortars, with 6000 foot- 
artillery and ten companies of sappers and miners ; 
40,000 men in all. 

The unloading of the guns brought from Mag- 
deburg, Coblentz, and Wesel was begun on August 
18th by a detachment of the Railway Battalion, at 
the station of Vendenheim. 

The engineers' dep6t was established at Haus- 
berge, a gun-carriage dep6t at Lampertsheim, 
and magazines were constructed. The city was 
blockaded on all sides, and a field-telegraph kept 
up communication between the posts. 

To attain the desired end with the least possible 
delay, an attempt was made, contrary to the advice 
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of General Schultz, of the Engineers, though with 
consent from head-quarters, to force the town to 
surrender by means of a bombardment. The 
request to remove the women and children had to 
be refused. 

The erection of the batteries for bombardment 
in the dark, wet nights was attended with great 
difficulties. Meanwhile only the field-guns could 
fire on the fortress ; however, the batteries whose 
armament of heavy pieces was complete were able 
to open fire on the night of the 24th — 25th ; and 
part of the town was soon in flames. Kehl, on the 
right bank of the river, was also set on fire by 
shell. 

The Bishop of Strasburg came out to the 
outposts at Schiltigheim to crave quarter for 
the citizens. Much as the injury of a German 
town was to be regretted, as the Prelate was not 
empowered to 'make terms, the firing had to be 
continued through the night of the 25th, when it 
was at its hottest. At the same time, it was fully 
acknowledged at head-quarters in Mimdolsheim 
that the end would not be attained by these means, 
and that the more deliberate method of a regular 
siege must be tried. General von Mertens was 
placed in command of the engineering operations. 
General Decker of the artillery. 

During the night of the 29th— 30th of August 
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the first parallel was opened very near the glacis, 
and thence extended from the Rhine and Mame 
canal, past the churchyard of St.-Helena, to the 
Jewish cemetery at Konigshofen. 

The number of batteries on the left bank of 
the Rhine was soon increased to 21 ; on the 
right bank to 4; so that 124 guns of the 
heaviest calibre were ready in intrenched positions 
to begin the duel with the guns of the fortress. 
Further preparations for attack were directed 
against bastions Nos. 11 and 12 on the north- 
west salient of the fortress. In the night of 
August 31st the second parallel was occupied 
without opposition. A strong sortie of four- 
teen companies of the garrison was driven back 
at daybreak on the 1st September from the 
island of Waken, and from Kronburg and Konigs- 
hofen. 

The forts now opened a sharp fire, sending such 
a storm of projectiles down on the siege-works that 
they had to be abandoned, till at about nine 
o'clock the German artillery had silenced the 
French guns. A second attack followed on the 
3rd September, which was not repulsed before it 
had reached the second parallel. 

A short truce was granted at the request of the 
commandant, to allow of the burial of the dead 
lying outside the trenches. And on this day a 
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grand feu-de-joie announced to the besieged the 
fall of Sedan. 

Incessant rain had filled the trenches of the 
second parallel, 2400 paces in length, ankle-deep 
with water, and it was not till the 9th that 
they were completely repaired. Five batteries 
from the first parallel were moved to the front. 
Special batteries had to be constructed for the 
attack of limette No. 44, which flanked all the 
siege-works. These soon silenced its guns, and 
it was abandoned by the French. 

The Germans had now got 96 moimted field- 
pieces and 38 mortars in full fire, at a very short 
range. 

Each gim fired twenty grape-shot a day and 
ten shrapnel every night. The large Finkmatt 
Barracks were destroyed by fire, and the Steinthor 
Gate was so much injured that it had to be but- 
tressed up with sandbags. The garrison withdrew 
the guns behind the parapet, and only fired their 
mortars. Nevertheless, to carry on the siege-works 
the sap-rollers had to be called into requisition. 

When the French discovered that mining galleries 
had been constructed in front of limette No. 53, 
Captain Ledebour was let down by ropes into the 
trenches, and with the help of his sappers removed 
the charges of powder. 

During the night of the 13tli, the crest of the 
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glacis between lunettes 52 and 53 was reached. 
The crowning of the covered way was begun, by 
means of double saps with traverses, and finished 
in four days. 

The attack henceforth was exclusively directed 
against bastion No. 11. 

To divert the water from the moat the sluices 
by the Judenthor (gateway) must be destroyed. 
They were invisible from any part of the scene of 
operations, and the work could only be very 
inefficiently done by artillery at a distance of a 
quarter of a mile. Detachments of the 34th Fusi- 
lier Regiment, therefore, on the 15th, marched on 
the sluices under a heavy rifle fire from the 
besieged, and destroyed the dam. 

The island of Sporen was at the same time 
occupied by the Baden Corps. 

When the mortar-batteries had for the most 
part been moved up to the second parallel, the guns 
were also advanced to the second position, and the 
rifle-pit detachments did such execution by their 
excellent practice that the French never dared 
show themselves by daylight. 

The inner wall of lunette No. 53 could only be 
hit by indirect fire ; but 1000 shells made a 
breach, and on the 19th of September two mines 
were fired which blew up the counterscarp and laid 
it level with the water-line. The Germans imme- 
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diately began laying a fascine-made dam across the 
moat. A party sent over in boats found the work 
abandoned. The Gorge was closed under heavy 
fire from the ramparts, and the parapet turned 
so as to oppose the fortress. 

The next lunette, No. 52, was merely an earth- 
work, and the attack had already been pushed 
forward as far as the edge of the moat, but blinded 
saps had first to be thrown up and covered in with 
luils, as a protection against the heavy fire of shell 
from bastion No. 12. 

The construction of a dam of fascines or earth, 
more than sixty paces across, and in water more 
than breast-high, would have taken a long time ; so 
it was decided to make a cask-bridge of beer-barrels, 
of which a quantity had been found in Schiltigheim. 
This work was begim at dusk on the 21st, under 
no better protection than a screen of boards to 
prevent observation, and it was finished by ten 
o'clock. Here again the defenders had not expected 
that the wall would be scaled, and this lunette, too, 
was immediately prepared for further attack. Both 
lunettes were now furnished with batteries of 
mortars and guns to silence the fire from the rave- 
lines and counter-guards of the front of attack, 
against which five dismounted guns and counter- 
batteries were also directed. 

During the night of the 22nd the Germans 
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advanced, partly by a flying sap and partly by the 
sap-roller from lunette No. 52, and at once pro- 
ceeded to take up a position on the crest of the 
glacis in front of counter-guard No. 51. A breach- 
ing fire was opened against the eastern side of 
bastion No. 11, and the western side of bastion No. 
12, and the splinters of stone compelled the French 
to abandon the coimter-guards. The walls of 
bastion No. 11 fell in on the 24th, after a shelling 
of 600 rounds. The breach in the earthwork at 
the angle, which remained standing, was postponed 
till the storming of the place. 

In bastion No. 12 it was more difficult to make 
a breach, because of the limited means for observing 
the efifect of the fire. It was not till the 26th 
that a breach of thirty-six feet wide was made, after 
firing 467 Mini6 shells. And even now, to really 
storm the place, the deep moat surrounding the 
bastion must be crossed. 

News of the fall of the Empire had by some 
means reached Strasburg, but General Uhrich 
would not listen to the prayers of the citizens that 
he would put an end to their sufferings. The 
Republic was proclaimed. 

The siege had lasted thirty days, but the place 
was still well supplied with food and stores ; the 
garrison was not materially weakened by the loss 
of 2500 men, but their heterogeneous elements pre- 
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vented any action in large bodies outside the walls. 
From the first the small blockading force had been 
allowed to approach close to the works ; and the 
one moment when the artillery of a fortress has the 
advantage over the enemy had not been fully 
utilized. 

The German artillery had proved much the 
stronger, both as regards materiel and in its 
advantageous employment. Under protection of 
its fire the sappers and infantry carried on the 
works with equal courage and caution, never 
swerving from the object in view. The storming 
of the inner wall was now imminent, and no relief 
from outside could be hoped for. 

On the 27th of September, in the afternoon, the 
white flag was seen flying from the Cathedral 
tower ; firing ceased and the engineering works 
were stopped. 

At two in the morning the capitulation was 
signed, on the same conditions as at Sedan. Five 
hundred officers and 17,000 men were made 
prisoners, but the officers, if they chose, were free 
on parole. The National Guards and Franctireurs 
were dismissed, after laying down arms and pledg- 
ing themselves to fight no more. All the cash in 
the bank, 1200 guns, 200,000 small arms and con- 
siderable stores proved valuable trophies. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 28th, 
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companies of Prussian and Baden troops mounted 
guard at the gates (the National, the Fischer and 
the AusterUtz gates). The French garrison 
marched out at the National Gate, General Uhrich 
at their head. At first the march was conducted 
in good order, but before long numbers of drunken 
men broke the ranks and refused to obey, or threw 
down their arms. The prisoners were taken first 
to Rastatt, under the escort of two battalions and 
two squadrons. 

The old German town, which had been seized by 
France in time of peace nearly 200 years before, was 
now restored by German daring to German rule. 

The besiegers had lost 39 officers and 894 
men. The city, of course, had suffered consider- 
ably. Four hundred and fifty houses were utterly 
destroyed, 10,000 inhabitants were roofless, 
nearly 2000 killed and wounded. The museum 
and picture gallery, town hall, theatre, new church, 
gymnasium. Commandant's residence, and a public 
library of 200,000 volumes had been burnt. 

The noble Cathedral showed many traces of shot, 
and the citadel was a heap of ruins. Under the 
wreck of the west front of the fortifications lay 
shattered guns. 

The fall of Toul and of Strasburg made a not 
unimportant change in the conduct of the war. 
Considerable forces were now free for other uses, 
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and transport by railway could be effected much 
nearer to the armies. 

The matiriel which was no longer required at 
Strasburg could not indeed be at once employed 
for the artillery attack on Paris ; it needed con- 
siderable additions, and was to do duty meanwhile 
in the reduction of several smaller places. 

The newly-opened railway line was used at once 
to convey the Landwehr Guards Division to assist 
in blockading Paris. A new Army Corps, the 
XlVth, was created out of the Baden Division with 
a brigade composed of the 30th and 34th Prussian 
Regiments, and one cavalry brigade; and this, 
under the command of General von Werder, 
marched on the Upper Seine. The 1st Reserve 
Division remained in occupation at Strasburg. 

Operations round Paris to 18th of October. 

The Government, in the now closely-blockaded 
capital, could not make themselves heard and 
obeyed in the provinces. They therefore decided 
on sending two of their members to the scene of 
deliberations at Tours. 

Even these could only quit Paris in a balloon. 
One of these delegates was Gambetta, whose rest- 
less energy soon made itself conspicuously felt, and 
for as long as the war lasted. 
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Monsieur Thiers, meanwhile, had visited every 
European court to invite some intervention in 
favour of France. After the failure of the attempt 
of September 19th the feeling in Paris was against 
any great offensive demonstrations ; but the troops 
of the line still remained outside the walls under 
protection of the forts. The divisions of the 
Xlllth Corps were encamped on the south side 
and on the plains of Vincennes ; the XlVth were 
at Boulogne, NeuiUy and Clichy, behind the Seine, 
with Mont-Val^rien in their front. This fort 
was held by two battalions of the line, after the 
Gardes-Mobiles had fled, on the 20th, from that 
perfectly impregnable stronghold, in great disorder 
back into Paris. The northern front of the city 
was still defended by the Gardes-Mobiles. 

On the German side the posts of the Army of the 
Meuse, which were to be occupied and defended 
under all circumstances, extended from Chatou, 
along the Seine, to the heights of Montmorency, 
and from the Mor^e and the skirts of the forest of 
Bondy as far as the Mame. In connection with these 
were the lines of the Wurtemburg contingent from 
Noisy-le Grand, across the Joinville peninsula to 
Onnesson. To fill the gap from thence to ViUe- 
neuve-St.- Georges the Xlth Corps arrived from 
Sedan on the 23rd, and the 1st Bavarian Corps 
occupied Longjumeau for security against Orleans. 
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The Vlth Corps could now be transferred to the 
left bank of the Seine, where the line of defence 
extended along the wooded heights south of Paris 
to Bougival. 

The head-quarters, occupied by the King and the 
Ilird Army, were at Versailles, those of the Army 
of the Meuse were transferred to Vert-Galant. 
Numerous bridges connected the various portions 
of the forces, telegraphs and signal-lights insured 
their rapid concentration, and every movement of 
the French was watched from posts of observation. 

There was no lack of quarters for the men. 
Every village was deserted ; but the difficulty of 
obtaining supplies was all the greater. The fugi- 
tive inhabitants had driven off their cattle and 
destroyed their stores ; only the wine-cellai-s 
seemed inexhaustible. For the first few days aU 
the food needed had to be drawn from the Com- 
missariat stores, but ere long the cavalry succeeded 
in obtaining fresh provisions. High prices and 
good discipline made traffic safe. Only the ad- 
vanced companies had to bivouac or build huts, 
many within range of the fort guns, some even 
within that of the French rifles. Near St.-Cloud, 
for instance, no one could show himself without 
becoming a mark for the Chassep6ts behind the 
shutters of the houses opposite. The sentries here 
could only be relieved at night, and sometimes had 
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to remain on duty two or three days at a time. 
The posts of the Bavarians at Moulin-la-Tour were 
also much exposed, and the officers on their roimds 
were always subjected to a sharp cannonade. Le- 
Bourget, which stood within the line of inundation, 
was especially liable to a surprise. It had been 
taken on the 20th by a battalion of Guards, at 
whose approach 400 Gardes-Mobiles had fled, leav- 
ing all their baggage. Only one company was left 
there, as it was close under the heavy fire of the 
neighbouring fort. 

Some minor sorties from St.-Denis met with no 
success ; but detachments of the Vlth Corps (Ger- 
man) vainly endeavoured to take up positions in 
the hamlet of Villejuif or the earthworks on 
Hautes-Bruyeres. They made their way in several 
times, but always had to retire imder the fire of 
the neighbouring forts of Bicetre and Ivry, and 
the superior numbers of Maud'huy's Division. 
The French then placed heavy gims in Bicetre. 

September 30f A. — Early on this day a cannonade 
of an hour and a half s duration from the southern 
forts announced a sortie in that direction. By 
six o'clock two brigades of the Xlllth Corps 
(French) had deployed near Thiais and Choisy-le- 
Roi. Strong parties of tirailleurs drove in the 
outposts of the Vlth Corps, and forced the field- 
guns between those two villages to retire ; but 
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then the fire of the infantry in occupation checked 
any further attack on the part of the French. 
Further to the west a third brigade got into 
Chevilly and seized the buildings of a manufactory 
on the road to Belle-Epine ; still their determined 
attack failed to get possession of the whole 
village. 

The 11th Division, in their quarters in the rear, 
took alarm, and advanced to the support of the 
12th. The factory was recovered from the French, 
and the Prussian batteries now opened fire, and 
worked such havoc among the enemy as they 
retired on Saussaye, that under the farther attack 
of the infantry they fled in the greatest disorder 
to Hautes-Bruy^res and Villejuif. A brigade 
which had forced its way into L'Hay was in the 
same way repulsed, leaving 120 prisoners, for the 
most part unwounded. In the farmstead at the 
north end of Chevilly, however, the French still 
held their ground with great obstinacy. Not till 
they were completely surrounded, and had made 
an ineficctual attempt to force a way out, did they 
surrender, to the number of about 100. 

The whole attempt was defeated by about nine 
o'clock, and General Vinoy vainly endeavoured to 
incite the diminished battalions at Hautes-Bruy^res 
to return to the charge. 

These few morning hours had cost the Vlth 
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Corps 28 officers and 413 men ; and the French 
several times as many. 

Two simultaneous feint attacks on Sevres and 
on Mesly, on the right bank of the Seine, came to 
nothing. The Grerman outposts, at first driven in, 
returned to their posts by about nine o'clock. 

After thus failing to force an exit to the south 
by this sortie, the garrison proceeded to secure 
the position they held by outworks. They fortified 
ViUejuif and extended their lines from Hautes- 
Bruyferes, past ArcueU to the MiU of Pichon, so 
that the Bavarian outposts had to be withdrawn 
somewhat nearer to Bourg-la-Reine. 

But throughout the first half of the month of 
October the garrison of Paris restricted itself, for 
the most part, to daily cannonades. Guns of the 
heaviest calibre were directed on the smallest 
objects. It was waste of ammunition, just as 
though their object was to get rid of the stores 
they had by them. If one of the gigantic Mini^ 
shells happened to fall on a picquet, the destruc- 
tion was of course terrific; but on the whole 
they did little execution. 

Apart from the noise, to which they soon became 
accustomed, at Versailles, whence none of the resi- 
dents had fled, it might have been a time of perfect 
peace. The admirable discipline of the German 
troops allowed the townsfolk to pursue their busi- 
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ness undistTirbed ; the hosts were well paid for the 
soldiers quartered on them, and the country people 
could cultivate their fields and gardens in peace. 
At St.-Cloud every room was kept in the same 
order as when the Imperial family had left it, till 
the shells from Mont-Val(5rien reduced that delight- 
ful palace with all its treasures of art to a heap of 
charred ruins. It was the French fire, too, which 
wrecked the Ch&teau of Meudon, the porcelain 
factory of Sevres, and whole villages in the neigh- 
bourhood. And, without any necessity, the French 
themselves felled half the Bois-de-Boulogne. 

The blockade was considerably strengthened 
between the 10th and 16th of October, when the 
17th Division arrived from Toul to relieve the 21st 
at Bonneuil, and the 21st took up a position 
between the Bavarian and the Vth Corps, in the 
line from Meudon to Sevres, while the Landwehr 
Guards Division came to occupy St.-Germain. 

These movements were observed from Paris, and, 
to clear up the situation, General Vinoy advanced, 
at nine o'clock on the 18th, with about 25,000 men 
and 280 guns, on the position held by the Bavarian 
Corps. 

Four battalions of Gardes-Mobiles, protected by 
the fire of the forts, proceeded to attack Bagneux, 
and forced their way over the battered-in fortifica- 
tions into the heart of the place, whence the German 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sortie of October i8th. 193 

defenders retired to Fontenay, when, at eleven 
o'clock, the 10th Regiment of the line (French) had 
also come up. Reinforced by a fresh battalion, 
and supported by an effective flanking fire from 
Chdtillon, they now made so firm a stand that the 
enemy could make no further progress, but began to 
put Bagneux in a state of defence. Meanwhile the 
4th Bavarian Division had formed up, and by 
about 1.30 General von Bothmer came up from 
Sceaux and from Fontenay, on both sides at once, 
on Bagneux. They climbed over the barricades 
erected by the French, who however still offered 
an obstinate resistance in the northern part of the 
village. 

A French battalion had also made its way into 
Chdtillon, but the Bavarian battalion on guard 
there held its own until assistance came, and the 
enemy was driven out of the place after a sharp 
conflict. 

A third brigade seized Clamart, which at that 
time was not included in the German intrenched 
lines ; but they failed to climb the slopes leading to 
Moulin-de-la-Tour, although the Germans occupy- 
ing the plateau there were xmder fire from the 
fort. 

General Vinoy had convinced himself that a 
sufficient force was prepared to make head to him at 
every point, and at three o'clock he decided on 

VOL. I. o 
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giving up the struggle. The French detachments 
gradually disappeared behind the forts, and had 
all vanished by dusk. The Bavarians returned to 
their former positions, and the force at Bagneux 
was strengthened to two battalions. 

France had all this while been arming Avith 
zealous haste. Armies of considerable strength 
were being massed at Rouen and at Evreux, at 
Besan9on, and especially beyond the Loire, of very 
various composition no doubt, and with a serious 
lack of professional oflBlcers to drill and discipline 
them. Great battles were therefore to be avoided ; 
the enemy was to be harassed by constant small 
engagements. 

Thus, towards the end of September, General 
Delarue had already advanced from Evreux with 
his troop of scouts (Eclaireurs de la Seine) close on 
St.-Germain. But the 6th Cavalry Division, sup- 
ported by two Bavarian battalions, drove these, 
too, back across the line to Dreux. 

The woods in front of the 5th Cavalry Division 
were fall of detachments of the French, who were, 
however, repulsed without much difficulty to Ram- 
bouillet and Epemon. 

Matters looked more serious to the south of Paris, 
where the 4th Cavalry Division was observing the 
Loire. 

The newly-formed French XVth Corps had as- 
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sembled at Orleans, in three Divisions, 30,000 
strong, and they occupied the whole forest-belt on 
the right bank of the Loire. To avert the danger 
here of being outflanked, the 1st Bavarian Corps 
and the 22nd Division of the Xlth had, as has 
already been mentioned, started to march on 
Arpajon and Montch^ry as soon as they were 
released from Sedan ; and on the 6th of October 
they were placed, with the 2nd Cavalry Division, 
under the command of General von der Tann. 



Battle of Artenay. 

As soon as General von der Tann had received 
instructions to act on the offensive against Orleans, 
he marched, on the 9th October, to the vicinity of 
St. Peravy without meeting any serious opposition, 
and on the 18th advanced on Artenay. The 4th 
Cavalry Division covered the right flank, the 2nd 
remained near Pithiviers, where the French had 
collected in great force. 

But General La Motterouge had on the same day 
advanced to Artenay with the XVth Corps (French), 
having the wood in his rear occupied by Gardes- 
Mobiles, so the advanced guards of the two armies 
met at a short distance to the north of the goal of 
their march. 

While the Bavarian light horse, on the right, 
2 
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drove the French cavalry before them, the infantry 
deployed across the road close to Dambron. The 
22nd Division (German) marched on Dambron with 
a Cavalry Di\asion on each flank. Under the fire 
of the Bavarian batteries, the French had turned 
off towards Artenay, where the Germans were ready 
to receive them. Attacked in front and threatened 
by bodies of horse, at about two o'clock, leaving 
their tents behind them, they began a retreat, 
which soon degenerated into flight. The cavalry 
seized four field-guns, and took above 250 pri- 
soners. Six hundred more, who had reached Croix- 
Briquet, surrendered there to the Bavarian infantry. 
The German troops had made a long march; 
General von der Tann therefore called a halt in 
and around Artenay, and only the advanced guard 
went on to Chevilly, to proceed to Orleans next day. 

Engagement at Orleans. 
(October 11th.) 

Tlie 22nd Division, only 6000 strong, set out 
on October 11th, on the right of the advancing 
forces, and drove the French out of several villages 
partly prepared for defence ; it was not till about 
ten o'clock that they met with any serious opposi- 
tion, from an intrenched position at Ormes. 

The French commander, after the disaster at 
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Artenay, decided on a retreat behind the Loire, and 
to cover it he placed about 15,000 men on the 
ground on the right bank of the river, which pos- 
sessed many essentials towards a good defence. 

General von Wittich first marched his 44th 
Brigade against the French position at Ormes, and 
then opened fire from seven batteries. His left 
wing, supported by the Bavarian right, made their 
way but slowly over the plain to the east of the 
enemy's position, and various enclosures and build- 
ings had to be stormed and taken as they advanced. 
This threatening movement on their right flank, 
however, shook the firmness of the French, and, 
after some hours' hard fighting, they began to yield. 
No sooner was this observed by the Germans than 
two batteries were brought up to within 800 paces, 
and the 83rd Regiment stormed the place at two 
in the afternoon, but with much loss. Detachments 
of the 43rd Brigade had meanwhile reached the 
road in the rear of Ormes, and took 800 prisoners. 
The villages, orchards and vineyards which line 
the road to Orleans for above a mile on either 
side were serious obstacles to the advance of the 
Germans, and the Division did not arrive at Petit- 
St.-Jean till three o'clock ; there they stormed the 
most advanced buildings. 

The Bavarian Corps, which had met with a stout 
resistance at Saran, pushed forward to Bel- Air, but 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



198 The Franco-German War. 

with great loss, especially among the artillery. 
Here the nature of the ground did not allow of the 
alignment of the guns, and the attack came to a 
standstill ; at half-past four the French were still 
holding their o^vn at Les- Aides, till the advance of 
the 4th Bavarian Brigade on Murlins threatened to 
cut off their retreat. Then they again made a 
stand behind the railway-embankment, 1000 paces 
in front of the to^vn, and the station and gas-works 
had also to be taken by storm. 

It was five o'clock when General von der Tann 
led his Reserve Corps, the 1st Bavarian Brigade, to 
a decisive attempt on Grand-Ormes. The 32nd 
Prussian Regiment crossed the embankment on the 
left flank of the French, who now retired to the 
suburb of St. -Jean. The 1st Bavarian Regiment, 
hurrying up in its rear, was received with a hot fire 
at the gate of the town ; but all the officers led the 
advance, and by seven o'clock they had reached the 
market-place. 

The French hurried down to the bridge over the 
Loire, the 43rd Prussian and the 1st Bavarian 
Brigades seized the principal buildings and the 
passages across the river ; but as darkness fell they 
gave up all further advance and bivouacked on the 
squares in the town. 

The day had cost the Germans 900 men, the 
3rd Bavarian Brigade having suffered most. But 
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their hard-won victory had gained security to 
the investing troops; and 6000 rifles, ten loco- 
motives and sixty railway-carriages were welcome 
spoil. 

The French rear-guard had lost in smaU skir- 
mishes and retreats alone 1800 prisoners; but it 
had covered the retreat of the main body of the 
Army of the South for a whole day against superior 
forces, with praiseworthy determination. In an 
open field, where the skilful wielding of compact 
masses is indispensable, it would soon have been 
defeated ; but in street-fighting, under shelter of 
the houses, unflinching personal courage is all that 
is needed, and even the recruits of the newly 
created French army did not lack that. 

On the following day the 1st Bavarian Division 
took possession of the suburb of St.-Marceau, on 
the further side of the Loire, and advanced to the 
Loiret. The 2nd Cavalry Division scoured the 
district of Sologne, the 4th on the right bank kept 
a look-out to the westward. The XVth Corps 
(French) had continued to retire to Salbris and 
Pierrefitte, beyond the Sauldre. 

It might certainly have been wished that they 
could have been followed up to Vierzon and Tours, 
to destroy the vast stores of arms at the first-named 
town, and disturb the Provisional Government in 
the other; but it must not be forgotten that 
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though the French forces had been discomfited at 
Artenay, favoured by the nature of the locality they 
had escaped total rout by retreat. A new French 
Corps d'Armde, the XVIth, had come into existence 
at Blois, below Orleans, and at Gien, above that city; 
it had come into collision with the German cavalry 
by the wood of Marchdnoir and before Ch&teau- 
dun, and the inhabitants and volunteers appeared 
so full of confidence that it was to be supposed 
they counted on fresh support. 

So the invaders were compelled to confine their 
operations to the occupation of Orleans and the line 
of the Loire ; and for this purpose the Bavarian 
Corps, with the 2nd Cavalry Division, seemed a 
sufficient force. The 22nd Infantry and the 4th 
Cavalry Division were recalled to the Ilird Army, 
but on their return march they were to disperse 
the volunteers who had made their appearance at 
Chdteaudun and Chartres. 

Greneral von der Tann had the bridges over the 
Loiret and the Loire prepared for the march, 
stages were established to Longjumeau, and the 
Bavarian Railway Corps set to work to restore 
the line to Villeneuve. 

Taking of Soissons. 
(October 15th.) 
Soissons stiU hindered the fi-ee use of the 
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railway from Reims, which had been re-opened by 
the fall of Toul. This fortress had been battered 
by artillery without success when the Army of 
the Meuse marched past it on the way to Paris, 
and since then it had only been kept xmder obser- 
vation till October 6th, when eight Landwehr 
battalions, four squadrons, two batteries, two com- 
panies of pioneers, and four of fortress artillery 
completed the blockade. 

Soissons, with its walls eight metres high, was 
quite impregnable, and damming up the waters of 
the Crise would preserve it from attack on the south. 
The south-west front, on the other hand, had only a 
dry moat, with no counterscarp of masonry ; here, 
too, the town was commanded by Mont-Marion, 
rising to a height of ninety metres at a distance of 
less than a quarter of a mile. On this side, there- 
fore, the artillery was preparing to attack at close 
quarters, when, on the 11th of October, 26 Prussian 
siege-guns arrived from Toul with 170 rounds of 
ammunition and 10 French mortars ; the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg took over the command. 

In a clear moonlight night the artillery was got 
up, with the help of the infantry, on to the heights 
at Ste.-Genevieve and Belleu ; and the batteries on 
Mont-Marion were constructed and armed. They 
opened fire simultaneously at six in the morning of 
the 12th of October. 
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The besieged answered with great spirit but 
small results, and the accurate fire of the Prussian 
artillery soon reduced the French front to silence. 

A small breach was visible by next day, and the 
fire from the fortress was e\ddently much enfeebled ; 
but the conunandant decidedly rejected the demand 
that he should capitulate. On the 14th he increased 
the number of guns on his south front, so that the 
batteries on Ste.-Gdnevi^ve had a hard struggle. 
The French also laboured hard to restore the 
damaged fortifications, brought more guns up to 
the ramparts, and filled up the breach with 
abatis. 

But on the 15th these repaire were soon demo- 
lished again by the Prussian artillery, and a breach 
forty paces wide was made. As the fortress still 
kept up a brisk fire, it was determined to bring the 
field-batteries within 900 paces of the walls ; but 
at eight in the evening, when this was just begun, 
the commandant opened negotiations and sur- 
rendered the place on the same terms as Sedan. 
The garrison marched out next morning, for the 
most part drunk. A thousand Gardes-Mobiles 
were dismissed on parole, 3800 soldiers were made 
prisoners. 

The attack had cost 120 men ; 128 guns and 8000 
small arms were seized as plunder, besides vast 
stores of provisions. 
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Storming of Chateaudun. 
(October 18th.) 

In obedience to insturctions, General von Wittich 
marched on Chdteaudun in the afternoon of the 
18th, with the 22nd Division. The French troops 
of the line had abeady been ordered to retire on 
Blois, but about 1800 National Guards and volun- 
teers remained, under cover of barricades and 
walls, to receive the enemy. The infantry attack 
was also made more difficult by the nature of the 
ground, and four batteries had to keep up a hot 
fire for some little time. 

It was not till dusk that a general attack was 
attempted. The defence inside the town made a 
deperate resistance. House by house had to be 
seized, the fighting went on late into the night, 
and a large part of the place was set in flames. 
The volunteers finally retired, leaving 150 prisoners 
and abandoning the inhabitants to their fate ; and 
these, though having taken part in the struggle, 
were let off with a fine. 

At noon on the 21st, the Division marched on 
Chartres, where 20,000 French were said to have 
assembled. The Gardes-Mobiles and marine infan- 
try advanced to attack, but were repulsed by the 
fire of seven batteries. The general in command 
deployed both brigades to the south of the city, 
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and with the assistance of the cavahy, which 
had been joined by the 6th Division, completely 
surrounded it. The fate of Chfiteaudun had been 
a warning to the municipal authorities, and at 
three o'clock an agreement was come to, by which 
the troops were to be withdrawn, the National 
Guards to lay down their arms, and the gates to be 
thrown open. 

General Wittich's orders were to remain at 
Chartres for the present, while the 6th Cavalry 
Division was to occupy Maintenon, and so cover 
the investing army to the west of Paris. 

Operations had been no less active in the north. 
The Saxon Cavalry Division, supported by a part 
of the Army of the Meuse, had in the early part 
of October driven the Franc-tireurs and Gardes- 
Mobiles beyond the Oise and the Epte on Amiens, 
taking some hundreds of prisoners. But fresh 
swarms were constantly coming on, and had to be 
attacked at Breteuil, Montdidier, and Etrepagny, 
so that no less than eleven battalions, twenty-four 
squadrons, and four batteries (German) were by 
degrees employed in protecting the besieging force 
on this side of the capital. But by the end of the 
month the French forces were so regularly dis- 
ciplined and in such numbers, that for a time the 
Germans could only hold and defend the line of the 
Epte. 
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To the south-east also, in the forest-land of 
Fontainebleau, the volxmteers were hostile, par- 
ticularly to requisition parties of cavalry ; and at 
Nangis they threatened to obstruct the transport 
of siege-guns. A small force of Wurtemburgers 
seized Montereau, which, though barricaded, was 
not defended ; the inhabitants gave up their arms, 
and the victors marched on Nogent. This town 
was held by a large body of Gardes-Mobiles. 
After breaching the walls of the churchyard, the 
Wurtemburgers, in the face of a hot fire, made their 
way into the place. The French still offered a stout 
resistance, but finally retired on Troyes, leaving 
600 dead and wounded. 

The small flying column rejoined its Division, 
having traversed twenty-seven miles (German) of 
country in six days. 

Sortie towards Malmaison. 

(October 21st.) 

The French capital had now been invested for 
more than a month, and it seemed not impossible 
that after such long inactivity it would be reduced 
to surrender by famine. All the sorties hitherto 
attempted had only driven the enemy out of the 
closest vicinity ; a new effort was to have a 
grander object in view. It was to cross the Seine 
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below Paris at Bezons and Carriere, and to effect a 
simultaneous attack on the position of the IVtli 
Prussian Corps on the heights of Argenteuil fix)m 
the south, and from St.-Denis on the east. The 
advance on Rouen was to pass by Pontoise through 
a district not yet altogether exhausted of supplies ; 
the Army of the Loire was also to proceed by 
railway to Rouen by Le-Mans, thus forming a com- 
bined army of 250,000 men. 

The Prussian Vth Corps, it was true, commanded 
the crossing of the Seine immediately in flank ; 
outposts had several times been seen at Rueil. 
As a preliminary step. General Ducrot undertook 
to repulse this force with 10,000 men and 120 
field-guns. Thus an intrenched line from Valerien 
and Carrieres would close the peninsula on the 
south. 

Perhaps, in the face of much-dreaded public 
opinion and the growing restlessness of political 
parties in Paris, it was more a craving to be doing 
something than any serious hope which gave rise 
to such far-reaching schemes. Considerable diffi- 
culties had to be met in attacking the enemy's 
lines, and greater must inevitably arise if their 
attack should succeed. It was vain to think of 
getting through with miles of baggage-trains, which 
were indispensable to victual an army. Serious 
embarrassment would ensue when the troops had 
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consumed the three days' rations they could carry 
with them. To live on the produce of the soil the 
army must be dispersed ; but with the enemy at 
its heels a close order of march was indispensable. 
And, in any case, it is hard to see what would have 
been gained by withdrawing from Paris the forces 
which had been assembled for its defence. Success 
could only have been hoped for if an army from 
without had been so close at hand as to be within 
immediate touch of the troops marching out. 

However, on the 21st of October, after Mont- 
Valerien had all the morning kept up an ineffectual 
fire. General Ducrot advanced at about one 
o'clock to attack the position of the Prussian 19th 
Brigade occupying the line of Bougival — Jonchere 
— ^Fohlenkoppel. Fourteen French field-batteries 
deployed on either side of the Rueil and at the 
southern foot of Valerien ; the infantry advanced 
in five columns in the rear of this artillery front. 

On the German side only two batteries could at 
first engage in the unequal duel, and one of 
these, at Villa Mettemich, had very soon to retire. 
The French guns advanced to within 1400 paces 
of Bougival, and at three o'clock four companies of 
Zouaves rushed out of Rueil. Being received with a 
hot fire, they inclined to the left, throwing them- 
selves into the park of Malmaison, and without 
opposition seized the Chateau of Buzanval and 
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the eastern slope of the deep ravine of Cucufa. 
And here one of their batteries was brought into 
the fighting-line to support them. 

While the main body of the 9th Division (Ger- 
man) advanced from Versailles on Vaueresson, the 
10th deployed by the ravine and at Villa Metter- 
nich. The infantry fire lasted for above an hour, 
and did much havoc among the French. When at 
about four o'clock they seemed sufficiently shaken, 
and a reinforcement of the Landwehr Guard had 
come up from St.-Germain on the left, the German 
left wing advanced from Bougival over the hill of 
Jonchere, forced a way into Malmaison in spite of 
violent opposition, and followed the retreating 
Zouaves as far as Rueil. The right wing at the 
same time turning the head of the Cucufa ravine, 
advanced behind the eastern ridge and drove out 
the enemy, seized the battery of two guns, and 
occupied the Chateau of Buzanval. 

The French now retired on all sides, firing 
ceased by six o'clock, and the 10th Division, 
which had kept the enemy's advance in check 
single-handed, returned to their old position. 

The struggle had cost the Germans 400 men. 
The French, on the other hand, had in this luck- 
less enterprise left 500 dead and wounded, and 120 
prisoners. 

Soon after this the French began to throw up 
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earthworks within 800 paces of the line of 
the Guards Corps ; and on the morning of the 
28th, General Bellemare, under cover of the 
darkness, advanced on Le-Bourget with a force of 
several battalions. 

The companies in occupation, taken completely 
by surprise, could only retire before such over- 
whelming numbers, on Pont-Iblon and Blanc- 
Mesnil. The French barricaded themselves into 
the place and prepared it for an obstinate defence. 
A German battalion made a vain attempt that 
evening to drive them out ; it was repulsed with 
heavy loss. They were equally unsuccessful next 
day with the fire of thirty field-guns which went 
up by Pont-Iblon. Now, however, the Crown 
Prince of Saxony issued imperative orders to the 
Guards to recapture Le-Bourget without delay. 



Storming of Le-Bourget. 
(October 30th.) 

Nine battalions of the 2nd Division of Guards 
and five batteries were therefore assembled under 
the command of Lieutenant-General von Budritzki 
at Dugny, Pont-Iblon and Blanc-Mesnil for a 
general attack on the place. After the artillery 
had opened the attack, at about eight in the mom- 

voL. I. r 
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ing, from the banks of the Mor^e, the infantry 
advanced. The country lay perfectly open, and 
they were under fire, not merely from Le-Bourget, 
but from the heavy guns of the fort. Queen 
Elizabeth's Grenadiers, at the head of the centre 
colunm, nevertheless made a successful assault at 
about nine o'clock, surmounting the barricade at 
the northern entrance, and getting into the village 
through a breach promptly made by the sappers. 
The Emperor Francis's Grenadier Regiment ad- 
vanced on the west and took possession of the 
park. A hot street-fight ensued, the French 
firing from the houses, and the colonels of both 
regiments— Colonel von Zaluskowski and Count 
Waldersee — fell. The farms on the left of the 
road, which had been walled in, were stormed one 
after another in spite of a determined defence ; the 
windows of the church, though walled up to a con- 
siderable height, were scaled, and a hand-to-hand 
fight continued inside it. The guns of the Guards 
forced a way into the glass-works. 

At half-past nine the French tried to bring up 
reinforcements from Aubervillers and Drancy ; but 
the left German coliunn had meanwhile seized the 
riiilway-embankment, placed a detachment of the 
Emperor Alexander's Regiment to hold it, and 
forced a way into the village from the south. Two 
batteries had taken up a position on the Mollette, 
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and their fire drove back the French and even 
compelled them to evacuate Drancy. 

At ten o'clock the French still held the buildings 
on the north of the Mollette. They were now 
attacked from the south. The 4:th Company of the 
Alexander Regiment crossed the stream and found 
their way through one of the breaches made by 
the sappers into the yard where the French 
had collected their forces. The bayonet and 
clubbed arms had to be used against them, and 
here their colonel— Colonel de Baroche — was 
kiUed. 

Although by this time — eleven o'clock — the three 
attacking columns had met in the heart of Le- 
Bourget, the enemy continued the struggle in 
houses and gardens with embittered desperation till 
the afternoon, while aU the forts on the north front 
of Paris sheUed the place. It was not till half-past 
one that the attacking forces could retire in com- 
panies to their respective quarters. Two battalions 
remained to occupy Le-Bourget. 

The desperate resistance of the French showed 
how important they considered this post. The 
victory had cost the 2nd (German) Division of 
Guards 500 men. The enemy's loss is not known, 
but 1200 prisoners were taken. 

This new disaster added to the dissatisfaction of 
the inhabitants of Paris. The revolutionary factions, 

p 2 
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which at all times lurk in the French capital, 
came threateningly to the front. 

Highly-coloured reports could no longer conceal 
repeated failures ; respect for the Government was 
fast dying out. The authorities were accused of 
incapacity, nay, of treason. Noisy crowds demanded 
to be supplied with arms, and a part of the 
National Guard even joined in the tumult. The 
Hotel de Ville was surrounded by a mob shouting 
" Vive la Commune ! " and though other troops dis- 
persed these gatherings, the ringleaders, though 
well known, went unpunished. 

On the 31st of October uproarious masses again 
paraded the streets. As General Trochu had for- 
bidden the sentries at the Hotel de Ville to use 
their arms, the rebels forced their way in. The 
Ministers were their prisoners till the evening, 
when a few battalions which had remained staimch 
liberated them. 

Monsieur Thiers, who had returned from his 
fruitless journey to the European Sovereigns, 
thought it was time to re-open negotiations with 
Versailles. The King Avas stiU perfectly ^villing to 
grant an armistice, but it was impossible to accede 
to the conditions demanded by the French, namely, 
that the city should receive a supply of food, so 
hostilities had to take thoir course. 

At this time, towards the end of October, the 
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situation on the Moselle had assumed an aspect 
which essentially modified that of the whole war. 

By the exchange of German prisoners for those 
French who had fought at Sedan, the news of the 
surrender of Metz, which had immediately followed, 
was generally kno^vn. But Marshal Bazaine had 
declared that the Army of the Rhine was ready to 
defend the country against the invaders, and public 
order against evil passions — a clause which certainly 
could be interpreted in more ways than one. 

It could only have been a satisfaction to the 
Germans, politically speaking, if there had been in 
France a supreme authority, besides the pretentious 
and feeble Government in Paris, with whom to 
agree as to the termination of the war. Permission 
was therefore given for the admission to Metz of a 
representative of the exiled Imperial family. As 
the Marshal was unable to show any credentials as 
holding such an office, General Bourbaki was 
allowed to pass through the German lines on an 
embassy to London, where, however, the Empress 
Eugenie declined to intervene in the already disas- 
trous affairs of France. The General then placed 
his services at the disposal of the National Defence 
Government at Tours. 

Meanwhile, the army which had been imprisoned 
in Metz since the battle of Noisseville remained in 
an attitude of expectation. The necessary provi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



214 T"E Franco-German War. 

sions for 70,000 inhabitants, including the country- 
folk who had taken refuge in the city, had 
originally been enough to last three months and a 
half; those for the regular garrison were calculated 
for five months, but for the whole Army of the 
Rhine they had supplies for only forty-one days, 
and there were oats for twenty-five days only. 

The supplies for the troops could, indeed, be re- 
cruited by purchase from the abundaut stores of 
the citizens ; but ere long smaller rations of bread 
were serv'ed out, and horses had to be slaughtered 
for meat, so that most of the cavalry regiments 
were reduced to two squadrons. 

On the German side, victualling 197,326 men and 
33,136 horses was a matter of great difficulty. The 
outbreak of cattle-plague in Germany restricted the 
importation of live beasts to those procurable from 
Holland or Belgium. The meat supply had to be 
supplemented by tinned provisions ; and increased 
rations of oats had to take the place of hay and 
straw. 

The losses of the army had hitherto been made 
good from the reserves, but the transport of the 
prisoners from Sedan alone required the services of 
fourteen battalions of the blockading force. Thus 
it had not yet been possible to provide sufficient 
accommodation behind the trenches. The raw, rainy 
weather had come on early in the season, and a 
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quarter of the men were still roofless ; so that, by- 
degrees, the sick in hospital reached the alarming 
number of 40,000. 

Although fifty heavy guns had been brought lip 
from Germany, they were ineffectual against such 
a fortress as Metz, since, in consequence of the 
superior calibre of the fort guns, they could only be 
fired at night, with frequent change of position. 
There was nothing for it but to hope for the best, 
and have patience. 

For four weeks already had the besieged been 
consuming their stores. To replace them in some 
degree, and, at the same time, to revive the spirit 
of the troops by some sort of action, the supreme 
commander decided on fetching in all the provisions 
to be found in the villages within the line of block- 
ade, imder cover of the guns. 

At noon on September 22nd, Fort St.-Julien 
opened a heavy fire on the outposts of the 1st Corps 
(German). Strong detachments of infantry next 
advanced on. the villages to the east, drove in the 
picquets, and returned to Metz with the stores they 
had seized. But a similar attempt on the villages 
to the north was less successful. Most of the 
waggons had to return empty, under the fire of the 
Prussian batteries, quickly brought into position to 
receive them. At last, on the 27th, a sortie for the 
same purpose was made to the southward, which 
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led to a series of small conflicts, and the capture of 

a company, who were surrounded in Pelore by a 

much stronger force. A simultaneous sally on the 

left bank of the Moselle was baffled by the fire of the i 

artillery of the besieging force, which was hurried I 

to the spot. 

Diedenhofen, on the north of Metz, had hitherto j 

only been kept under observation by a small force, I 

Avhich could not hinder the garrison from scouring 
the coimtry as far as the neighbouring frontier, 
taking many prisoners, seizing several waggon-loads 
of supplies, and even diverting a whole train of 
provision-trucks into the fortress by the railway 
from Luxembourg, which they had restored. 

In point of fact, the Army of the Rhine, now 
distant only a day's march, would have found 
an important base in Metz, if the blockade 
could only have been broken through. Prince 
Frederick Charles therefore took good care to 
strengthen the investing lines to. the north, on the 
right bank of the Moselle. On October 1st the 
Xth Corps took up the position hitherto held by 
Kummer's Reserve Division, which was transferred 
to the left bank of the river. The 1st, Vllth, and 
Vlllth closed up to the right, and the Ilnd occu- 
pied the space between the SeiUe and the Moselle ; 
the troops in front of Diedenhofen were also rein- 
forced. 
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The Marshal had, in fact, once more determined 
to fight his way to the northward, and on both sides 
of the river. New bridges were constructed behind 
St.-Julien and from the island of Chambiere, the 
nearest German outposts were driven off to the 
west and north by a series of daily skirmishes. 
Under cover of the fort guns the French established 
themselves finnly in Lessy and Ladonchamps. The 
troops Avho were to be left in Metz were expressly 
selected; the others tested as to their marching 
powere. Light-signals were arranged with Die- 
denhofen, and all measures taken for a sortie on 
the 7th. 

Then the French commander suddenly changed 
his mind, and the proposed enterprise collapsed into 
a foraging party. 

For this, indeed, large forces were set in motion ; 
the Garde Voltigeur Division, the Vlth Corps, and 
the IVth in the woods of Woippy. The movement 
was also to be supported by the Ilird Corps on the 
right bank of the river. 

Four hundred waggons were in readiness to carry 
off the stores from the large farms lying north of 
Ladonchamps. 

Sortie from Metz on Bellevue. 
(October 7th.) 
Although the start from Woippy, planned for 
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eleven o'clock, was not effected till one, the Land- 
wehr companies on outpost were driven in by 
superior numbers, and as they defended their 
positions till their ammunition was exhausted, 
they also lost a considerable number of prisoners. 
But the artillery of the Landwehr Division 
prevented the removal of the stores; the 5th 
Division attacked the French in flank and drove 
them back on Bellevue, where a hot fire ensued on 
both sides. 

The French Ilird Corps had advanced by the 
right bank of the Moselle on Malroy and Noisse- 
ville. Here, too, the outpost line retired ; but in 
their rear stood the Xth and the 1st Corps, ready 
for action. The two commanders at once per- 
ceived that this attack was only a feint. Although 
threatened himself. General von Voigts-Rhetz 
moved his Brigade, the 38th, across the Moselle 
at Argancy by half-past two to support the Land- 
wehr Division, and as General von Manteuifel sent 
him supports to Charly, the 37th Brigade followed. 

No sooner had the first reinforcements arrived 
than General von Kummer assumed the oiFensive, 
seized the farm from the French after a sharp 
sti'uggle, just as they were about to retire, and 
then, supported on the right by a detachment of 
the 5th Division, got into Bellevue by about six in 
the evening. Ladonchamps, however, was still in 
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the hands of the French. The 19th Division and 
the Reserve advanced on this place late in the 
evening. The Castle-yard, surrounded by a moat, 
was carefully intrenched, and strongly defended by 
infantry and guns. The darkness precluded eiFective 
artillery action, and the attack failed; but aJl 
the other points previously held by the Germans 
had been re-occupied. 

The day had cost the Prussians 1700 killed and 
wounded, besides 500 reported missing. The French 
loss was given out to be no more than 1193. 

This attempt on the part of the French might be 
regarded as tentative, and preliminary only to a real 
struggle to break through ; perhaps it Avas so in- 
tended. The German troops therefore remained in 
the positions they had occupied at the end of the 
day, in expectation of renewed fighting on the 
morrow. 

The forts did in fact re-open fire on the farm- 
buildings early on the 8th, while the German 
batteries directed theirs on Ladonchamps. Strong 
columns also advanced along the right bank of the 
Moselle, but nowhere attempted a serious attack. 
The Prussian troops therefore presently retired 
to their quarters. 

The artillery duel was carried on for the next few 
days, but with diminished energy. Constant rain 
made all field operations very difficult, and increased 
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the sufferings of the men on both sides. In Metz 
the lack of victuals was becoming very painfully 
felt. Even on the 8th the commandant had 
announced that his stores would not last more than 
twelve days. A council of war, held on the 1 0th, 
was, however, of opinion that the greatest service 
the Army of the Rhine could do to the country was 
to hold out as long as possible, since they thus kept 
a large part of the enemy's forces employed out- 
side Metz. 

Tlie Marshal now sent General Boyer to negotiate 
at Versailles, but he was to demand a free exit for 
the army and emphatically refuse the terms granted 
to Sedan. 

The state of affairs in Metz were perfectly well 
known to the Germans. The number, of men who 
were taken ^viUing prisoners while digging pota- 
toes increased every day. They reported that riots 
had broken out in the city, in which even the 
soldiers had taken part, and that the officers in 
command had been compelled to proclaim the 
Republic. And when the Empress had declared 
that she would never give her consent to any 
cession of French territory, no further political 
negotiations were possible with the Generals of the 
Army of the Rhine. 

On the 20th the distribution of stores came to an 
end within the fortress, and the troops for the most 
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part subsisted on horse-flesh. The original stock 
of 20,000 horses Avas reduced by a thousand a day. 
The want of bread and salt was severely felt, and 
the soaked, clayey ground made living in camp 
almost unendurable. 

After the failure of the deputation to Versailles, 
the imperative necessity of negotiating with the 
Commander-in-Chief of the besieging army was 
recognized by a council of war held on the 24:th. 

The first interview came to nothing, as the 
Marshal still stipulated for free egress, withdra^ving 
if required to Algiers, or else for an armistice and 
the admission of stores. The Germans insisted on 
the surrender of the fortress and the march out of 
the garrison as prisoners of war, and on these condi- 
tions the capitulation was signed on the evening of 
the 27th of October. 

Capitulation of Metz. 

On the morning of the 29th the Prussian flags 
were hoisted on the great outworks of Metz. At 
one o'clock the French troops marched out by six 
roads in perfect silence and good marching order. 
At each gate a Prussian Army Corps stood to take 
the prisoners, who were immediately placed in 
bivouacs that had been prepared for them, and sup- 
plied with food. The officers were allowed to keep 
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their swords and to return to Metz for the time ; 
provisions were immediately sent in. 

Marshal Bazaine set out for Cassel. 

In the course of the day the 26th Brigade (Ger- 
man) took up quarters in Metz. No injury had 
been done in the city, but the state of the camp 
showed what the troops had suffered during a siege 
of seventy-two days. 

The Germans during that time had lost 240 
officers and 5500 men in killed and wounded. 

Six thousand French officers and 167,000 men 
were taken prisoners, beside 20,000 sick who could 
not be at once removed, about 200,000 in all. 
Fifty-six Imperial eagles, 622 field and 2876 
fortress guns, 72 mitrailleuses and 260,000 small 
arms fell into the hands of the Germans. 

The prisoners were transferred by way of Treves 
and Saarbriicken under the escort of Landwehr 
battalions, and as these would have also to guard 
them when on foreign soil, their return was not to 
be reckoned on. 
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OPERATIONS IN THE EAST AND ON THE 
LOIRE. 

New Distribution of the Army. 

The capitulation of Metz, which Prince Frederick 
Charles had brought about under such serious 
difficulties, had materially improved the prospects 
of the war for Germany. 

At head-quarters at Versailles, even before the 
catastrophe, but in confident anticipation of it, deci- 
sions had been arrived at as to the destination of 
the forces it would release for service, and com- 
municated to the Commander-in-Chief. 

The 1st, Vllth and Vlllth Corps, with the 3rd 
Cavalry Division, were henceforth to constitute the 
1st Army, imder the command of General von Man- 
teuffel. Their orders were to advance on Com- 
piegne and secure the blockade of Paris on the 
north. But they had other duties to fulfil ; they 
were to occupy Metz and lay siege to Diedenhofen 
and Montmddy. 
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The Ilnd, Ilird, IXth and Xth Corps, with the 
1st Cavalry Division, were to constitute the Ilnd 
Army under Prince Frederick Chai-les, and were 
ordered to advance on the Middle Loire. 



Operations op the XIVth Corps in the 
South-East. 

(October.) 

Since the fall of Strasburg the newly-formed 
XIVth Corps had been employed in keeping up 
communications between the armies before Metz 
and the forces detained in blockading Paris. 

General von Werder had no great battle to look 
forward to, but a succession of small engage- 
ments. To prepare each of his four brigades for 
independent action imder such circumstances, he 
detailed cavalry and artillery to each. 

In this formation the Corps crossed the Vosges 
Mountains, by the two roads past Schirmeck and 
Barr, driving swarms of French Franc-tireurs out of 
the narrow passes without great loss of time. But 
on emerging from the highlands they at once met 
with serious opposition. 

General Cambriels had been at Epinal with about 
30,000 men ever since the beginning of October, 
and under cover of this force several battjilions of 
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National Guards and Gardes-Mobiles had been 
formed in the south of France. 

On the 6th, General von Degenfeld, with the 
advanced guard of the Baden contingent, marched 
up to St.-Di6 by both banks of the Meurthe. The 
column was a weak one and beset on all sides by- 
far superior forces, yet after repeated attacks it 
succeeded in taking the villages held by the 
French. 

The struggle, which lasted seven hours, ended 
with the eccentric retreat of the enemy on 
Rambervillers and Bruyeres. It had cost the Ger- 
mans 400 and the French 1400 men. The Baden 
Division bivouacked on the field, and then found 
that the French had abandoned St.-Di6. 

General Cambriels had, in fact, collected all the 
forces at his disposal in intrenched positions at 
Bruyeres. The Baden Brigade advanced on these 
on the 11th, drove the Gardes-Mobiles and volun- 
teers out of the villages in front of it, climbed the 
hills on each side of the town, and forced their way 
into the town with inconsiderable loss. The French 
retired to the southward, on Remiremont. 

From the small resistance made by the enemy, 
though so far superior in numbers. General von 
Werder supposed that they would hardly make a 
stand before reaching Besan9on, so he immediately 
ordered a cessation of pursuit, though somewhat 
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early in the day, and concentrated his forces on Epi- 
nal, which was taken by the Grermans after a short 
fight. From thence depots were established, and 
telegraph-lines opened to Luneville and Nancy, 
magazines were formed, and the baggage-trains, 
which had followed the Corps from Zabem by 
Blamont to Baccarat, were brought up. The 
railway by the bank of the Moselle remained use- 
less for a long time, in consequence of its demolition 
by the French. 

General von Werder was now anxious to obey 
the instructions he had received on September 30th 
to march by Neufchdteau on the Upper Seine, 
but a telegram from head-quarters instructed him 
first to rout the enemy near him imder General 
Cambriels. 

The Corps accordingly marched forthwith on 
Vesoul, via Conflans and Luxeuil, and leamt that 
the French had halted at the Ognon, taken up 
quarters there, and received reinforcements. 

General von Werder determined to attack at 
once. He ordered that the passages over the river 
should be secured on the 22nd of October ; further 
decisions were postponed till the reports should be 
brought in. 

The 1st Baden Brigade came up on the right 
by nine o'clock, reaching Mamay and Pin 
without having encountered the French; they 
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secured the bridges, and then halted according to 
orders. 

On the left wing, the Franctireurs were driven 
out of the wood by the 3rd Brigade, which also 
stormed Perrouse, and at about half-past two 
seized the bridge over the Ognon at Voray. 

In the centre the vanguard of the 2nd Brigade 
entered Etuz after a slight skirmish, but had to 
retire at eleven o'clock to the northern bank, 
before the enemy's flank attack from out of 
the woods. Afterwards, when the main force 
came up and the artillery opened fire, the place 
was taken for the second time. But a prolonged 
firing ensued, the French making an obstinate 
stand in front of the passage over the river at 
Cussey. 

Before this, indeed, orders had been despatched 
to the 1st Brigade to move up on the southern 
bank from Pin in the enemy's flank and rear. But 
they only reached the ground at six o'clock, when 
the battle was over. When two batteries had 
swept the bridge over the Ognon with a heavy 
fire, the French hastily retired, pursued by the 
Baden men ; they were again driven out of their 
positions to the rear, but when night fell still 
remained in possession of several posts in front of 
Besan9on. 

The Germans had lost 120 men, the French 150 
q2 
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and 200 prisoners. In opposition to Gambetta, 
who was himself at Besan9on, General Cambriels 
positively refused to renew the advance, and would 
only consent to maintain his strong position under 
the walls of the fortress. 

Pai-ties sent out to reconnoitre on the right 
reported the presence of French forces at Dole and 
Auxonne, the vanguard probably of an Army of 
the Vosges under Garibaldi, which was assembling 
on the Doubs. General von Werder disregarded 
it, and on the 26th moved his Corps to Dampierre 
and Gray. 

Beyond the Saone all the roads were broken up, 
the woods choked with abatis, and the whole 
population in arms. But the Franctireurs and 
Gardes-Mobiles were dispersed without difficulty, 
and a column marching without any precautions 
was driven back on the Vingeanne, where 15 
officers and 430 men laid down their arms. 

From further reports and the information of the 
prisoners it was kno\vn that Dijon was strongly 
garrisoned. In expectation, therefore, of an attack 
from that side, the XlVth Corps (German) assem- 
bled behind the Vingeanne, whence, early on 
October 30th, General von Beyer marched on 
Dijon with the 1st and 3rd Brigades. 

Filled with apprehension by recent events, the 
National Guard in Dijon had already laid down 
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their arms, the Gardes-Mobiles and troops of the 
line had retreated to the southwards ; still the 
inhabitants were assured that the forces would be 
brought back to defend tliem. About 8000 men 
were on the spot, but they insisted on their general 
pledging himself to fight only outside the walls. 

The advanced posts on the TiUe were driven 
in by the advanced guard of the Baden con- 
tingent ; the village of St.-ApoUinaire and the 
neighbouring heights were taken with a rush at 
noon, in spite of a hot fire. Meanwhile the main 
body (German) had come up, and by three o'clock 
six batteries had opened fire. The vineyards and 
various enclosures in the neighbourhood of Dijon, 
and especially the park to the south, which was 
strongly barricaded, gave the defence a great 
advantage. Nevertheless, the Baden infantry 
moved steadily forward and closed in on the 
northern and eastern suburbs by a wide en- 
circling movement. 

On this side a fierce combat ensued, in which 
the populace took part. House after house had to 
be stormed, but the attack came to a standstill at 
the deep river-bed of the Suzon, which borders the 
city itself on the east. It was four o'clock, and 
the struggle could not be ended before dark. 
General von Beyer therefore broke it ofi^; the 
battalions were withdrawn, and retired to quarters 
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in the adjacent hamlets ; only the artillery kept 
up its fire. 

The Germaos had lost about 150 and the 
French 100 men; but 200 French were taken 
prisoners. 

In the course of the night a deputation came 
out to beg that the town might be spared ; they 
undertook to furnish supplies for 20,000 men, and 
to guarantee the neutrality of the inhabitants. 

The Baden Brigades took possession of Dijon on 
the 31st. 

Meanwhile fresh instructions had reached General 
von Werder. He was to cover the left flank of 
the Ilnd Army advancing to the Loire to protect 
both Alsace and the troops besieging Belfort, 
where two reserve divisions had now arrived. The 
XlVth Corps, while occupying Dijon, was to retire 
to Vesoul and check the gathering of French 
troops round Besan9on and at Langres. Some 
offensive movement on Chdlons and D61e was also 
insisted on. The difficulty of General von Werder's 
position was not fully appreciated at Versailles. 
At Besan9on alone there were 45,000 French, 
under the command of a new leader. General 
Crouzat. Garibaldi had collected 12,000 between 
Dole and Auxonne ; lower down the Sa6ne valley 
a fresh Corps was forming of 18,000 men, and 
12,000 National Guards and Gardes-Mobiles threat- 
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ened the flank of the isolated German Corps from 
Langres. 

But the French, instead of attacking this Division 
with overwhehning numbers — spread out as it was 
over a distance of twelve miles (German) from 
Lure to Dijon and Gray — were haimted by a fear 
that the Germans, reinforced from Metz, might be 
planning an attack on Lyons. General Crouzat, 
leaving a strong garrison in Besan9on, consequently 
marched on Chagny, where, on November 12th, 
he was reinforced by 50,000 men from the south. 
Guribaldi's volunteers moved up to Autun to 
protect Bourges. 

General von Werder meanwhile had occupied 
Vesoul, and the town was fortified on the southern 
side. 

The only event of importance which remains to 
be mentioned, in October, was the attack on the 
French forts in the rear of the German army. 

At the begmning of this month the newly con- 
stituted 4th Reserve Division, of fifteen battalions, 
eight squadrons, thirty guns, and a company of 
sappers and miners, had assembled at Baden, and 
crossed the Rhine at Neuenburg. 

The neighbourhood was first cleared of Franc- 
tireurs, Mulhouse was occupied, and, by the desire 
of the municipal authorities, the excited inhabi- 
tants, all factory hands, were disarmed. 
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General von Schmeling was instructed to besiege 
Neu-Breisach and Schlettstadt, and at once sent 
one of his brigades to invest each of these places. 
On October 7th the East Prussian Landwehr 
invested Breisach, and the field-batteries shelled 
the town, but without effect. The other brigade, 
after dropping some necessary detachments, 
reached Schlettstadt with a small force, but were 
supported by troops from the dep6ts along the 
road, so that 8 battalions, 2 squadrons, and 2 
batteries invested the place. At the same time 12 
companies of fortress-artillery and 4 companies of 
pioneers arrived from Strasburg with the necessary 
siege materiely and a park of fifty-six heavy guns 
was established at St.-Pilt; the engineers' park 
was located at Kinzheim. 

Taking of Schlettstadt. 

(October 24th.) 

At the beginning of the blockade, inundations 
and marsh-land rendered Schlettstadt unapproach- 
able on the east and south, and partly on the north. 
The place itself was impregnable, with high walls 
and a wet ditch, armed with 120 guns and garri- 
soned with only 2000 men, for the most part 
Gardes-Mobiles. They lacked casemates, and on 
the west front the vineyards and hedgerows 
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favoured a close attack, while the railway em- 
bankment was a ready-made parapet for the first 
parallel. 

To divert the attention of the besieged from this 
front, a battery was constructed on the 20th at the 
Kappel MiUs on the south-east, from which fire 
was opened on the barracks and magazines, and on 
the sluice which prevented the inimdations. 

When, by the evening of the 21st, the infantry 
posts had advanced to within 400 paces of the glacis, 
the construction of the first parallel was proceeded 
with that night, behind the railway, and six batteries 
were placed at only 1000 metres from the ramparts. 

The garrison fired in the dark on the entire 
zone of attack, but almost without efifect. By 
the morning the trenches were two feet wide and 
three and a half feet deep, and 20 heavy guns and 
8 mortars were ready to open fire. 

A hot artillery duel now began with the fortress, 
which replied very steadily. The battery at the 
Mills did very perceptible execution by its reverse 
fire against the west front, and several guns and 
embrasures were severely damaged. The town 
was fired at several points, and the defenders' 
fire gradually ceased. 

During the night, which was very stormy, the 
attacking batteries kept up their fire, the parallel 
was widened and two new batteries were begim. 
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But at daybreak on the 24th the white flag was 
seen flying, and a capitulation forthwith signed, by 
which the town surrendered with its garrison and 
all its stores. The commandant begged the Ger- 
mans to take possession at once, as the greatest 
disorder reigned within the town. The public 
buildings were being plundered by the mob and 
drunken soldiery, and a powder-magazine was on 
the point of being blown up. The German 
battalions promptly restored order, extinguished 
the flames, and led away the prisoners. 

Seven thousand stand of arms fell into their 
hands, besides the fort artillery and a large quantity 
of stores. The siege had only cost the Germans 
twenty men. 

Schlettstadt was occupied by the depot troops, 
and the battalions released from that duty retired 
into South Alsace, three of them strengthening 
and completing the blockade of Breisach. 

Taking op Breisach. 

(November 10th.) 

This fortress, lying in the plain and of very 
symmetrical construction, was surrounded by dry 
ditches of solid masonry, and not to be taken by 
a surprise. The garrison of about 5000 men had 
well-protected quarters in the bomb-proof casemates 
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of the ravelins. Fort Mortier, standing near the 
Rhine, and constructed for an independent defence, 
effectually commanded the ground whence the 
intended attack must be made on the north-west 
front of the fortress. To this end 12 heavy guns 
were brought up from Rastatt to Alt-Breisach, 
where the right bank of the Rhine commands the 
fort at effective vicinity. 

It was not till the end of October that the siege- 
guns arrived at Alt-Breisach from Schlettstadt, 
and as soon as the infantry had advanced closer to 
the place, and all preparations were complete, fire 
was opened on the/fortress on November 2nd from 
Wolfganzen, Biesheim and Alt-Breisach, in all 24 
heavy guns. 

By three o'clock a large part of the town was in 
flames, and detachments of infantry were engaged 
hand-to-hand with the French posts at the foot 
of the glacis. Fort Mortier had suffered severely ; 
still, an attempt to storm it was repulsed, but at 
six o'clock it capitulated, lying almost in ruins. 
Only one gun remained in serviceable condition. 

Two mortar batteries were erected to shell the 
mainwork, the defence was now more feeble, and 
on November 10th Breisach surrendered on the 
same terms as Schlettstadt, but the garrison was 
allowed to march out with all the honours of war. 

The fortress was almost uninjured,. but the town 
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was for the most part burnt down or badly 
damaged. The Germans had lost only 70 men; 
108 guns, 6000 small arms and large quantities 
of stores fell into their hands. 

While these strongholds in Alsace-Lorraine 
were thus reduced by the Germans, Verdim 
still intercepted the line of railway which 
formed the shortest line of communication with 
Germany. 

Taking of Verdun. 
(November 9th.) 

This place, too, was made impregnable by high 
walls and deep moats ; but, on the other hand, it 
was surrounded by hiUs which commanded and 
defiladed it, and at the foot of these hills villages 
and vineyards favoured an approach to within a 
short distance of the outworks. 

It was armed with 140 guns and abundantly 
victualled, and the garrison, which had been supple- 
mented by escaped prisoners, was 6000 strong. A 
bombardment by field-artillery had already proved 
perfectly ineffectual. For a long time Verdun 
was only under observation, at first by cavalry, 
and afterwards by a small mixed force. At the 
end of September the 65th Regiment and 12 
companies of the Landwehr were collected under 
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General von Gayl before the east front. It was 
not till October 7th that 2 companies of fortress- 
artillery came . up, with some French guns of 
position from Toul and Sedan. The infantry now 
advanced to within a few hundred paces of the 
west and north fronts and there took up a position. 
Under this cover the construction of the batteries 
was begun on the evening of October 12th. 

The soppy state of the ground after heavy rain, 
and the rocky subsoil, very thinly covered, made 
the work uncommonly difficult, yet by next morn- 
ing fiffcy-frvvo guns could open fire. But the 
fortress replied with such effect that before noon 
two German batteries were silenced on the C6te- 
de-Hayvaux to the west. 

In the course of this three days' artillery duel, 
15 German guns were placed out of action, the 
artillery lost 60 men and the infantry 40. The 
disabled guns on the walls were constantly re- 
placed by fresh ones. 

The garrison, who were far stronger than the 
besiegers, now assumed the offensive. During the 
stormy night of the 19th — 20th, the picquets on 
the hill of Hayvaux were overpowered, and all the 
guns spiked. On the 28th a stronger sortie was 
made. The French swarmed up Mont-St.-Michel 
to the north, destroyed the breast-works and case- 
mates of the batteries, from which, however, the guns 
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had been run back. Another party stormed Hay- 
vaux, and as the soaked state of the ground pre- 
vented the guns from being withdrawn, they were 
all totally disabled. The villages in the neigh- 
bourhood were also occupied by the French. 

It was now self-evident that the means hitherto 
brought to bear on the reduction of Verdun were 
quite inadequate. But on the surrender of Metz 
the 1st Army was able to send up reinforcements. 
At the end of the month 5 battalions and 2 
companies of pioneers and several of artillery 
arrived, bringing with them German materiel. 

The siege park now had 102 guns and abundant 
ammunition, so preparations were at once made 
for a regular attack. 

But for this the garrison did not wait. After an 
armistice had been granted, the place capitulated on 
November 8th, and the garrison, with exception of 
the local National Guards, were taken prisoners. 
The officers were dismissed with their swords on 
parole, and it was agreed that the materiel in store 
should be restored on peace being concluded. 

The Advance of the 1st and IInd Armies 
IN November. 

When the 1st Army had been ordered to rein- 
force the siege of M^zieres, the 1st Infantry 
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Division advanced on that place, and the 3rd 
Brigade, sent forward by railway to Soissons, on No- 
vember 1 5th invested the small fortress of La-Fere. 
The rest of the 1st Corps reached Rethel on the 
same day. The VIEIth arrived at Reims, and the 
3rd Cavalry Division at Tagnon, between the two. 
The Vllth Corps was still fully engaged in guard- 
ing the prisoners and in investing Diedenhofen 
and Montm^dy. 

Of the Ilnd Army the IXth Corps and 1st 
Cavalry Division had reached Troyes by the 10th, 
the inrd had got to Vendeuvre, the Xth to Neuf- 
chdteau and Chaumont. The important railway 
junctions there and at Boulogne were occupied, and 
the demolition of the line to Blesme was repaired, 
so as to open new communications. The health of 
the German forces had improved conspicuously 
during a series of short marches along good roads 
with abundant supplies ; but a telegram from 
Versailles now ordered a hasty advance. 

The Government in Paris being helpless, the 
Delegates at Tours were displaying increased 
activity. Gambetta, as Minister both of War and 
of the Interior, was exercising the power almost of 
a Dictator, and the warlike energy of this re- 
markable man had achieved the feat of placing 
600,000 soldiers and 1400 guns in the field in the 
course of a few weeks. 
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In the Arrondissements the National Guards 
were formed into companies and battalions ; then 
in each Department formed into brigades; and 
finally they were amalgamated with the troops of 
the line and Gardes-Mobiles into still larger bodies. 

Thus, in the course of October, a new XVIIth 
Corps took up a position at Blois, another, the 
XVIIIth, at Gien, and a third, under Admiral 
Jaures, at Nogent-le-Rotrou ; their movements 
being protected by General D' Aurelle de Paladines, 
whose troops had re-crossed the Loire. A large 
force was in Picardy under General Bourbaki, 
another at Rouen under Briand, and a third on 
the left bank of the Seine under Fi^reck. 

The detachments of the German investing 
army, which were pushed forward to the south, 
west, and north, met on all sides strong forces of 
the enemy, which they had indeed repulsed in 
many small encounters, but could not follow up 
to the bases. For this the arrival of the army 
released from the siege of Metz was needed, and 
this was not to be looked for before some time in 
November, whUe a general advance on Paris of all 
the French forces in the month of October looked 
imminent. 

In consideration of the inferior strength of General 
von Tann's Division, now holding Orleans, at the 
council of war held at Toui's it was decided to seize 
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that important place. The attack was to be chiefly 
delivered from the west. The French XVth Corps 
— ^two Divisions and one Cavalry Division — therefore 
assembled at Mer, on the northern bank of the 
Lower Loire, and the main body of the XVIth 
behind the forest of Marchc^noir. The remainder 
of the two Corps were to support the attack by 
Gien on the Upper Loire. Any further advance 
was not projected, at any rate for the present ; on 
the contrary, General d'Aurelle's instructions were 
to form an intrenched camp at Orleans for 200,000 
men. 

General von Tann's reconnoitring parties to the 
westward everywhere met detachments of the 
French, which were indeed driven back in various 
skirmishes on the woods of March^noir, and with- 
out much difficulty, but which betrayed the 
vicinity of large forces. On the whole, an attack 
on the investing army on the south-west of Paris 
seemed the likeliest event, since this would imperil 
both the German head-quarters in Versailles and 
the siege-park at Villacoublay ; and the German 
reinforcements from the east would be longest in 
reaching the scene of the struggle. 

The French forces to the west of Orleans were 
already extended over a wide stretch of country 
from Beaugency to Chdteaudun. The volunteers 
grew bolder every day, and the people, more hostile. 
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At last, to get some more accurate information, 
Count Stolberg, on November 7th, made a recon- 
naissance in force. Three regiments of the 
2nd Cavalry Division, two batteries, and a few 
companies of Bavarian infantry marched by 
Ouzouer and drove the enemy out of MaroUes, 
but they found the skirt of the forest strongly 
defended. 

General Chanzy had his immediately available 
troops sent to St. Laurent-des-Bois. A sharp fire 
ensued, lasting about half an hour, which proved 
very fatal to the Bavarian infantry ; and then, 
as the great superiority of the French was evident, 
the Germans retired. 

As a matter of fact, both the French Corps were 
already in full retreat on Orleans. On the 8th 
they held the wood, with their right wing occu- 
pying Messas and Meung, their left Ouzouer. The 
XVth Corps was then to proceed to the Mauve and 
the XVIth to Coulmiers. Their vanguards were at 
Bardon and Charsonville respectively. Both the 
French Cavalry Divisions were marching north- 
ward on Pr^nouvellon to outflank the Bavarian 
right wing, with a force of ten regiments, six 
batteries, and several himdred volunteers, thus 
cutting off its retreat on Paris. 

To meet this the Bavarian Cuirassiers started 
for St.-P4ravy, the 2nd Cavalry Division for Bac- 
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con, and, further south, the 2nd Bavarian Infantry 
Division advanced from Orleans on Huisseau and 
St.-Ay. 

But an attack was threatening the German rear 
from the considerable force at Gien. It was the 
last moment in which they could hope to extricate 
themselves from so critical a position ; General von 
Tann issued the necessary orders that same even- 
ing. However desirable it might be to keep 
possession of Orleans, he could not accept battle in 
such thickly wooded coimtry, which would so 
seriously impede the efficiency of his relatively 
strong artillery and cavalry, and where he might 
easQy be hemmed in. The General, however, 
determined to meet the most immediately threaten- 
ing hostile force in the open ground by Coul- 
miers, by which he would be nearer to the 22nd 
Division at Chartres, and could call on it for 
support. 

Even before this General von Wittich had asked 
and obtained permission to retire on Orleans, but 
on the 9th he had only reached Voyes, with his 
cavalry at Orgeres ; thus he could not take any 
direct part in that day's fighting. 

The Ilnd Army was still on the march from 
Metz, and on this day its van had but just arrived 
at Troyes. 
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Engagement at Coulmiers, 
(November 9th.) 

Left thus to its own resources, the 1st Bavarian 
Corps struck camp in the night, and on the morn- 
ing of the 9th had formed on a narrow front on the 
skirt of the wood between Chateau Montpipeau 
and Rosieres, with the village of Coulmiers in 
front. The Bavarian Cuirassiers on the right 
Aving protected the retreat at St.-Sigismond ; the 
2nd Cavalry Division was posted in brigades along 
the front, with detachments well in advance and 
infantry posts ready in support. Only a small 
detachment remained in Orleans after the bridge 
over the Loiret had been destroyed, to protect the 
numerous sick and wounded in the field hospitals, 
and occupy the city at any rate till the fight was 
decided. 

The first reports brought in that morning were 
of the advance of a strong column of French from 
Cravant, on Fontaines and Le-Bardou. This was 
Rebillard's Brigade, which, as it seemed, meant to 
turn the Bavarian flank and march on Orleans. 
To oppose it on the bank of the Mauve, General 
von der Tann at about nine o'clock sent the 3rd 
Brigade in a southerly direction to Prefort, about 
half a mile distant, and as at the same time a 
sharp contest had begun at the outposts near 
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Baccon, the 1st Brigade marched to La Renardiere. 
The remainder of the Corps was left in and 
behind Couhniers. The General's intention was to 
assume the oiFensive at this point, by attacking 
the French left flank, if, as seemed probable, the 
enemy should direct his chief attack on the passage of 
the Mauve. To this end, also, the cavalry of the right 
German wing was ordered to retire on Coulmiers. 

But the superior strength of the French allowed 
of their reconnoitring much further to the left. 
While General d'AureUes mth the XVth Corps 
detained the Bavarians to the south of the road 
from Ouzouer to Orleans, General Chanzy advanced 
with Barry's Division against their centre and 
caused Jaureguiberry's to attack their right ; and 
the strong force of cavalry under General Reyan 
took the road to Patay, thus threatening the 
communications with Paris. 

This movement of the French XVIth Corps com- . 
pelled General von Tann, at the very beginning of 
the engagement, to despatch the 2nd Brigade, which 
had been his reserve, to prolong his right wing to 
the northwards towards Champs, thus obtaining 
touch with the 4th Cavalry Brigade. The Bavarian 
Cuirassiers, retiring according to orders from 
St.-P^ravy to the southward, by eleven o'clock 
came up with Reyan's cavalry, which, however, 
was content with a mere cannonade. 
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Meanwhile the advanced posts of the Bavarians 
had been driven in by the enemy's superior 
numbers. The 1st Jager Battalion in Baccon 
retreated on La-Riviere, after hampering the ad- 
vance of the French horse-batteries past Champdry 
for some little time. It was here joined by the 2nd 
Battalion ; but these were presently in difficulties. 
Peytavin's Division had closely pursued them past 
Baccon, brought five batteries up on La-Rivierc, 
and then attacked the burning village from three 
sides at once. After a stout resistance the Jagers 
retired in good order on Renardiere to join the 
1st Brigade, where General Diett had taken up a 
position for defence. 

When, after abandoning Baccon, Barry's Divi- 
sion had continued its march past Champdry, its 
batteries deployed opposite Coulmiers and in 
front of Saintry, preparing for the attack by 
strong ranks of tirailleurs. 

The 4th Bavarian Brigade occupied the park, 
extending to the west ; the stone bridge further in 
front was held by two battalions, two others were 
sent to the right, to the farmsteads of Ormeteau 
and Vaurichard, so as to keep up some sort of 
communication with the 2nd Brigade. One battery 
to the south and four to the north of Coulmiers 
were protected by the 5th Cavalry Brigade, 

Thus, at noon, the Bavarian Corps was spread 
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out over a mile of ground, from Renardiere to the 
front of Gemigny, with only three brigades. But 
as the French right wing remained inactive, the 
brigade despatched to Pr^fort was ordered back to 
Renardiere. 

When the French Corps had taken up a position 
opposite the thin Bavarian line, they attacked in 
earnest, at about one o'clock. 

The Jagers had indeed repulsed the enemy's 
first rush on Renardiere, but this position was 
no longer tenable with only four battalions against 
the whole of Peytavin's Division. At about one 
o'clock General von Diett retired unmolested, under 
cover of an intermediate position between two 
detachments, on the wood of Montpipeau, and 
occupied its border. Here he was joined by the 
3rd Brigade, which had advanced from Prdfort, and 
found Renardiere already evacuated. The French 
had pursued, but timidly, and now found them- 
selves under fire from six batteries between the 
end of the wood at La-Planche and Coulmiers, so 
their right wing advanced no further. 

In the centre Barry's Division, at about this 
time, had driven the Bavarian Jagers out of the 
stone-quarries in front of Coulmiers. Not till 
three o'clock did it advance to a renewed general 
attack on the 4th Brigade, which, however, 
was repulsed by the fire of the German guns 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



248 The Franco-German War. 

and the repeated charges of the 5th Cavahy 
Brigade. 

Meanwhile, d' Aries' Brigade of the XVth Corps 
(French), after leaving Renardiere, arrived to the 
south of Coulmiers, and its batteries also opened fire 
on that place. The Bavarian guns were compelled, 
before the rush of the French tirailleurs, to come 
into action further in rear, while the infantry drove 
the French out of the park at the point of the bayonet. 

But after four houi^' fighting this single brigade 
could scarcely hold out against three French 
brigades. Of the whole Corps only two battahons 
remcained intact as a reserve at Bonneville, no 
reinforcement was to be looked for from outside, 
and on the right wing the French threatened to 
cut the conmiunications with Chartres as well as . 
-with Paris. At four in the afternoon, General von 
der Tann gave orders to cease firing and retire by 
brigades on Artenay from the left wing. 

Fresh troops at this moment forced their way 
into the park of Coulmiers. Colonel Count von 
Ysenburg held the eastern outlets from the collage, 
and led his troops in reciprocal support back to 
G^migny in good order. 

It now proved of the greatest importance that the 
2nd Brigade had been able to maintain its position 
in front of this village, thus covering their further 
retreat. 
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At noon, General von Orff, on reaching Champs 
and Cheminiers, had found them occupied by 
Deplanque's Brigade (French). First he silenced 
their artillery with his own, then he deployed his 
four battalions for action, with the 4th Cavalry 
Brigade on the right wing. 

Reyan s Cavalry ere long came up between 
these two villages, after they had given up their 
two hours' cannonade on the Bavarian Cuirassiers 
and had been driven out of St.-Sigismond by dis- 
mounted hussars. But this body of horse soon 
got away from the fire of Bavarian guns and 
moved off to the westward, it was said because 
they mistook Lipkowski's volunteers, skirmishing 
at some distance to the north, for German 
supports. And when the Bavarian horse-batteries 
opened fire on Champs, from the north-east, the 
French abandoned the place, at about two o'clock, 
in great disorder. 

General von OrfF now brought the artillery up 
to within 500 paces of Cheminiers, and marched 
the infantry up between the gims. 

Admiral Jaureguiberry, however, by arriving 
in person, succeeded in rallying the wavering 
troops, and this attack failed. The French bat- 
teries soon compelled the Bavarian horse-batteries 
to retire. 

When, at about three o'clock, Bourdillon's Brigade 
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and the reserve artillery of the XVIth Corps (French) 
also arrived at Champs, and news was brought of 
the state of affairs at Coulmiers, General von Orff 
refrained from all further attack, and directed all 
his efforts to maintaining his position as stoutly as 
possible in front of G^migny. Unshaken by the 
fire of the numerous French batteries, the little 
brigade repulsed their repeated attacks. 

Thus the 4th Brigade was enabled to retire from 
Coulmiers on Gemigny and St.-P^ravy, and the 
1st, to the eastward, on Coinces, unmolested by the 
enemy. The 2nd Brigade followed to Coinces, while 
the 3rd formed the rear-guard as far as St.-Sigis- 
mond, where it halted and bivouacked. The cavalry 
covered the retreat on all sides. 

After a short rest the retreat of the main body 
was continued during the night, by very bad roads. 
Artenay was reached by the morning. Orleans was 
evacuated, and the detachment left there rejoined 
its Corps. The stores were conveyed by railway 
back to Toury ; but one ammimition column, 150 
prisoners, and the sick who could not be moved, fell 
into the hands of the French. 

Out of 20,000 men, against 70,000 French, the 
Germans had lost 800 in killed and wounded ; the 
enemy's loss was nearly twice as great. 

From Artenay, on November 10th, the 2nd 
Brigade was entrusted with the security of the 
further march on Toury, where limited quarters 
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might be occupied. Thither, too, came the 22nd 
Division from Chartres, and took up a position at 
Janville alongside of the Bavarian Corps. General 
von der Tann had extricated himself from a difficult 
position with much skill and good fortune. There 
was no pursuit. General d'Aurelle restricted him- 
self to awaiting further reinforcements in a strong 
position before Orleans. 

The French were in more active preparation, 
however, on the Upper Loir and the Eure. 

The Ilnd Army Corps (German) had arrived 
before Paris on the 5th ; its 3rd Division was in- 
cluded in the investing line between the Seine 
and Mame ; the 4th moved on to Longjumeau. 

As soon as the Landwehr Guard occupied the 
peninsula of Argenteuil, a brigade of the IVth Corps 
was available for service on the north side of 
the capital. On the south, the 17th Division 
at Rambouillet, the 22nd at Chartres, and the 
Bavarian Corps, which had retired on Ablis, -with 
the 4th and 6th Cavalry Divisions, were formed into 
distinct Corps of the Ilird Army and placed imder 
the command of the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg, 
with orders to advance first on Dreux. 

The Grand Duke's Movements. 

On the 17th of November the 17th Division 
marched by Maintenon. On the left, a French 
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detachment was driven back across the Blaise ; and 
when a few companies of marines, who attempted to 
block the high-road, had been disposed of, General 
von Tresckow marched into Dreux that evening. 
The struggle had cost the Germans 50 men, the 
French 150 and 50 prisoners. 

Prince Frederick Charles, whose forces had now 
been assembled to face the enemy outside Orleans, 
expressed a wish that the Grand Duke's army 
should advance on Tours vid Le-Mans. The Grand 
Duke, therefore, marched on Nogent-le-Rotrou, 
which, being the central rendezvous of the French 
Divisions, would probably be the scene of an 
obstinate resistance. 

After several skirmishes the Grand Duke's force 
reached this town, but when, on the 22nd, he pre- 
pared to storm it from three sides, it was found 
that the French had already evacuated it. At the 
same time orders arrived from head-quarters, in- 
structing him to retire at once on Beaugency to 
join the right wing of the Ilnd Army, which must 
immediately be reinforced in view of the superior 
strength of the French. "The forces already 
concentrating before Orleans are to postpone all 
hostilities till this support arrives. The small 
opposition offered by the French on the Eure and . 
Huisne shows that no serious danger threatens on 
that side ; the enemy in that quarter need only 
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be kept under observation by cavalry." Even a 
day's rest was prohibited, and the march was to be 
conducted with the utmost speed. 

On the 23rd, the Divisions had closed up on 
their leading troops, when the Grand Duke, on the 
24th, moved on Chdteaudun and Vend6me; but 
the Bavarian Corps only got as far as Vibraye, 
while the two Prussian Divisions withdrew from 
the country about La-Perche, and the cavalry found 
the whole line of the Loir already occupied. 

In fact, the French had sent up a brigade of the 
troops massed behind the woods of March^noir by 
railway to Vend6me, expressly to protect the 
Government at Tours, while General de Sonis had 
advanced with the rest of the XVIIth Corps on 
Brou. Here, on the 25th, his van met an ammuni- 
tion column and pontoon train of the Bavarian 
Corps. At first only the 10th Cavahy Brigade 
could attack the French, but when, soon after, 2 
companies and 8 guns had occupied the bridge over 
the Loir at Yevres, the waggons were got through 
Brou in safety, and the enemy could not continue 
its march till the cavalry had filed off. 

The Bavarian Corps had meanwhile advanced on 
Mondoubleau and St.-Calais, not, to be sure, the 
shortest route to Beaugency, but still straight on 
Tours. The two Divisions had only reached 
Vibraye and Authon. 
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The appearance of a hostile force at Brou was 
deemed of sufficient importance to justify a detour 
by that place, postponing for the present the ad- 
vance on the Loire. But when the 22nd arrived at 
Brou, on the 26th, they found that the enemy had 
already retired during the night. The Government 
at Tours had ordered the whole of the XVIIth 
Corps to march on Vend6me for their protection. 
However, when the German cavalry had made 
their appearance at Cloyes and Fr^teval, General 
Sonis had supposed he could not advance any 
further along the Loir and made a detour by 
Marche^noir. But two night-marches so upset the 
newly-recruited troops, that swarms of stragglers 
wandered about the neighbourhood all day and 
could only with difficulty be re-assembled at 
Beaugency. 

To obtain some unity of plan and action, the 
Grand Duke was now, by command from head- 
quarters, placed under Prince Frederick Charles's 
orders, and General von Stosch was despatched to 
undertake the duties of Chief of the Staff to the 
army-section. This, by the Prince's orders, was to 
march on Janville with all speed, whither some 
troops of the IXth Corps would be sent to meet it, 
by way of Orgeres. 

The Grand Duke therefore marched, on the 
27th, with both divisions, on Boimeval, where he 
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found a squadron of the 2nd Cavalry Division, The 
Bavarian Corps which, after finding Brou aban- 
doned, had marched on Courtalain, proceeded to 
Chdteaudun. Having thus accomplished a junc- 
tion with the Ilnd Army, the exhausted troops were 
allowed a day's rest on the 28th, in quarters on the 
Loir. 

The Position of the IInd Abmy in the Latteb 
Part of November. 

Prince Frederick Charles had hastened the 
advance of his forces as much as possible, but they 
had met with several obstacles. The roads were 
broken up, National Guards and Franctireurs were 
on the watch, and even the country-people had 
taken up arms ; however, by November 14th, the 
IXth Corps with the Cavalry Division had reached 
Fontainebleau and gone on to Angerville. The 
Ilird Corps was following on Pithiviers. Of the 
Xth the 40th Brigade was left at Chaumont, to main- 
tain communications with the XlVth Corps ; the 
36th reached Montargis and Beaune-la-Rolande 
on the 21st; the two brigades following in rear 
had a sharp encounter on the 24th at Ladon and 
Maiziferes. In this, 170 French were taken prisoners, 
who belonged to a corps which, as General von 
Werder had already reported, was proceeding 
under General Crouzat's command, from Chagny 
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to Gien by railway. The order of battle was 
found on an officer who was taken prisoner. 

That while the Grand Duke's forces were march- 
ing up, the Ilnd Army, but now fully concentrated, 
had been very near considerable forces of the 
enemy, was sufficiently ascertained by several 
reconnoissances. 

On the 24th some troops of the IXth Corps were 
sent forward along the high-road. A few shells 
prompted the French to evacuate Artenay, pursued 
by the cavalry as far as Croix-Briquet. Early in 
the same day a detachment of all arms from the 
Ilird Corps had advanced on Neuville-aux-Bois. 
Two detachments of the 38th Brigade had marched 
on Bois-Commun and Bellegarde, but all such 
attempts were met by very superior numbers of 
the enemy. 

It was ascertained that the French position 
before Orleans extended for eight miles (German), 
from the Conie to the Loing ; and the massing 
of troops, especially on their flank, made it 
highly probable that they purposed advancing by 
Fontainebleau on the rear of the besieging army. 
Still, this was not so evident as to justify Prince 
Frederick Charles in leaving the great highways 
from Orleans to Paris unguarded. However, to 
enable him to lend his left wing timely support 
in case of need, he drafted oflF the 5th Infantry 
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and Ist Cavalry Divisions to Boynes, to be near the 
Xth Corps, which was weak, and the 6th Division 
occupied Pithiviers in their stead. Their quarters 
at Bazoches were assigned to the IXth Corps. 
Finally, the Grand Duke was commanded to 
reach Toury by the 29th, with the head of his 
column, at least. These arrangements were aU 
carried out in due course. 

Immediately after the success at Coulmiers the 
Army of the Loire seems only to have thought of 
defending itself against a counter-blow. It retired 
on Orleans, threw up extensive earthworks, for 
which marine artillery was even brought up from 
Cherbourg, and awaited the arrival of further rein- 
forcements. The XXth Corps, already spoken of, 
40,000 strong, joined the XVth, XVIth, and 
XVIIth at Gien, with one Division of the XVIIIth 
newly assembled at Nevers, and the volunteers 
under Cathelineau and Lipowski. 

Thus the French Army round Orleans numbered 
200,000 ; the Germans opposed to them at the 
time only 45,000 infantry. 

Gambetta ere long was urgent for renewed 
offensive operations. As General d'Aurelle raised 
objections to an advance by Pithiviers and Males- 
herbes, the Dictator himself took matters in hand. 
On the night of the 23rd he telegraphed orders 
from Tours that the XVth Corps was at once to 
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assemble at Chilleurs-aux-Bois and reach Pitlu- 
viers in the course of the 24th. The XXth was 
to march on Beaune-la-Rolande, and then both 
were to advance vid Fontainebleau on Paris. The 
General pointed out that, according to his estimate, 
80,000 Germans must be encountered in an open 
country, and that it would be wiser to await their 
attack in an intrenched position. No help, indeed, 
would thus be afforded to the besieged capital, and 
even the strengthening of the right wing must be 
postponed ; while it was the advance of the XVIIIth 
and XXth Corps on the 24th which led to the 
fight ah*eady mentioned at Ladon and Maizi^res. 

In consequence of information received from 
Tours on the 26th, General Crouzat ordered the 
advance, on the 28th, of the two Corps he com- 
manded — the XVIIIth on Juranville direct, the 
XXth to the left by Bois-Commun — for a general 
attack on Beaune-la-Rolande. The XVth Corps 
was moved up for support to Chambon, and 
Cathelineau's volunteers to Courcelles. 

As we have seen, on that very day the Grand 
Duke's forces had come up on the extreme right of 
the Ilnd German Army. On the left, the 38th 
Brigade of the Xth Corps was at Beaune, the 39th 
at Les-C6telles ; the 37th, with the Corps artillery, 
had advanced to Marcilly. 
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Battle of Beaune-la-Rolande. 
(November 28th.) 

The French attack on November 28th failed 
in its dual delivery, and the two actions had 
little influence on each other. On the right, the 
head of the XVIIIth Corps met the outposts of 
the 39th Brigade at an early hour, close to 
Juranville and Lorcy. After a stout resistance, 
they were driven in by about nine o'clock on 
Les-Cotelles and beyond the railway-embankment 
at Corbeilles, where they took possession of the 
park. 

The French could now deploy on the open country 
before Juranville, and following up the Germans 
with strong lines of tirailleurs marching straight 
before them, they got into Corbeilles and drove 
the invaders out to the north and west. In front, 
meanwhile, a reinforcement from the reserve at 
Marcilly had reached Les-C&telles, and Colonel von 
Valentini had on his side attacked Juranville with 
the 56th Regiment. The artillery could give no 
assistance. The French made an obstinate resis- 
tance, and not till noon did they begin to retreat, 
though the fighting still continued round some 
solitary houses. But when strong columns came up 
from Maiziferes and Corbeilles, the Germans were 
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compelled to abandon the conquered village, but 
they carried off 300 prisoners. 

By two o'clock the greater portion of the French 
Corps deployed by Juranville to attack the posi- 
tion held by the 39th Brigade, which had retired on 
Long-Cour. But not having prepared their attack 
by artillery-fire, it came to nothing under that of 
five Prussian batteries. 

The first attack on Les-C6telles was also repulsed, 
but being repeated an hour later, the Germans had 
to abandon the position, and fifty men were taken 
prisoners. A gun, which had lost seven of its 
gunners, had sunk so deep in the muddy ground 
that the few men left could not drag it out. 

Still, the XVIIIth French Corps made no ftirther 
way, but, as dusk came on, was satisfied with an in- 
effective cannonade, and finally the 39th Brigade 
was able to maintain its position abreast of Beaime. 

On the left wing of the French line of battle the 
attack had also from the first been of a general 
character, the 2nd Division of the XXth Corps 
having advanced on Beaune, and the 1st on 
Batilly. But it was near noon before the arrival 
of another portion of the 3rd Division in reserve 
enabled them to drive in the German advanced 
posts from Bois-de-la-Leu to the cross-roads north- 
west of Beaune. The 38th Brigade, too, soon 
found itself imder fire from the enemy's guns 
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now following it up from Pierre-Perc^e on the 
north. 

The retreat had to be continued along the 
Roman road, by which a guh, of which the men 
and horses had for the most part perished, fell 
into the enemy's hands. About the same time the 
2nd French Division ascended the heights to the 
east of Beaune, and further back Colonel von 
Cranach was enabled, first to get in hand the 57 th 
Regiment near La-Rue-Boussier, their retreat 
being covered by the batteries that were hurrying 
up from Marcilly, and then to prevent the enemy 
from returning to the charge. These entirely 
ceased to advance any further, for they were 
suddenly threatened on their own flank by the 
1st Division of the Prussian cavalry retiring from 
Boynes, and were under fire of the horse-batteries. 

Meanwhile the 16th Regiment found itself com- 
pletely isolated in Beaune and shut in on three 
sides by the enemy. 

The town, which was surrounded by the remains 
of a high wall, and the churchyard were, as far as 
possible, prepared for defence. The French, after 
being driven back by the first attack of heavy fire, 
began bombarding the town. Their shells burst 
through the walls of the churchyard and set a few 
buildings on fire, but even then every attempt at 
storming was steadfastly repulsed. 
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In the meantime, General von Wojma had sup- 
plied his batteries with fresh ammunition, and 
while occupying Romainville on the right, he took 
up a position opposite the copse of Pierre-Perc^e, 
so that by three o'clock he was able to lead these 
companies up to the east of Beaune. 

About this time assistance came with the arrival 
of the Ilird Army Corps. While the 6th Division 
was still pressing on towards Pithiviers, the 5th 
had already that morning rallied beyond that place. 
The first news from Beaime had sounded so far from 
alarming, that the Corps-artillery retired to their 
quarters. Nevertheless, in consequence of the 
increasing booming of guns and a later announce- 
ment of a serious encounter, General von Alvens- 
leben gave the word for the Corps to advance; 
General von Stulpnagel had already spontane- 
ously set out with the 5th Division. The 6th 
followed, and despatched a battalion to observe 
towards Courcelles; but Cathelineau's body of 
volunteers remained inactive. 

Part of the 52nd Regiment, which was marching 
at the head of the column, turned off to the right, 
and, supported by artillery, opened fire about 
4,30 on Arconville and Batilly. Another part 
penetrated into Bois-de-la-Leu and the copse near 
La Pierre-Percde, where they re-captured the gun 
they had lost there before. Four batteries took up 
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their position on the road from Pithiviers, behind 
Fosse-des-Pr^s, and fired on the French, who still 
stood firm on the west side of Beaune ; but they 
were by this means entirely dispersed and pur- 
sued by the 12th Regiment as far as Mont-Barrois. 

After dark the Xth Corps encamped near Long- 
Cour, Beaune and Batilly, and the 5th Division in 
their rear ; the 6th had remained at Boynes where 
the 1st Division of Cavalry also found accommoda- 
tion. 

General von Voigts-Rhetz had held his ground 
against the enemy in the battle of Beaune-la- 
Rolande, with 11,000 men against 60,000, and with 
three brigades against six divisions, until help 
reached him towards evening. This action cost 
the Grermans 900 and the French 1300 men in 
killed and wounded ; but 1800 unwounded 
prisoners fell into the hands of the Germans. 

By the evening the French XXth Corps had 
retreated as far as Bois-Commun and Bellegarde ; 
the XVIIIth, on the contrary, had taken up their 
position near Vemouille and Juranville, in fact, 
directly in front of the Xth German Corps, on the 
ground they had gained from them. They were 
justified in expecting that the fighting would 
recommence on the morrow. 

Prince Frederick Charles, therefore, directed the 
Xth and Ilird Corps to assemble fully prepared on 
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the 29th. The IXth received orders to advance with 
two brigades towards Boynes and Bazoches, and 
the remaining troops were to follow as soon as the 
Grand Duke's contingent should have reached the 
road to Paris. 

In the course of the day his advanced guard, the 
4th Division of Cavalry, reached Toury, his infantry 
arrived at Allaines and Org^res. The 6th Division 
of Cavalry, which was marching on the right flank, 
met with its first opposition at Toumoisis. 

Meanwhile General Crouzat had been warned 
from Tours, by a report which reached him on the 
evening of the 28th, to prepare to meet another 
attack, and he thereupon recalled his right wing. 
On the 30th both Corps made a move to the left, 
in order to be in the proximity of the XVth. For 
the purpose of dissembling this lateral movement, 
some companies went in a northerly direction and 
met reconnoitring parties of the German Xth 
and Ilird Corps, with whom skirmishes took place 
at Maizi^res, St.-Loup and Mont-Barrois ; how- 
ever, soon after, an advance of the left wing of the 
French army was observed. 

The French Government at Tours had received 
news from Paris that General Ducrot would at- 
tempt, on the 29th, to break through the German 
investing lines with 100,000 men and 400 guns, and 
endeavour to connect with the Army of the Loire in 
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a southerly direction. The balloon that had carried 
this despatch had descended in Norway, from 
whence the communication had been forwarded. It 
was concluded from this that the General was 
ateady vigorously engaged, and that help must be 
no longer delayed. By Gambetta's desire M. Frey- 
cinet submitted to the council of war, called by 
General d'Aurelle, a plan for the advance of the 
whole army on Pithiviers. In the event of a re- 
fusal he had with him a decree to supplant the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

It was decided in the first place to execute a 
wheel to the right with the left wing, ChiUeurs- 
aux-Bois forming the pivot of the movement. 
Having by this means taken up a position facing 
Pithiviers, the Corps on the right wing, which 
was now on the same line, had to await orders to 
advance. The XXIst Corps was to be led towards 
Vend6me as a protection to the left flank. 

The Advance of the Army of the Loire to 
THE Relief of Paris. 

Consequently, on the 1st of December the XVIth 
Corps moved forward in the direction of the rail- 
way at Orgferes ; the XVIIth followed as far as 
Patay and St.-P^ravy. 

Opposite to these, on the right wing of the Ilnd 
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German Army, the 17th Division of the Grand 
Duke's Corps had arrived at Bazoches, the 22nd at 
Toury, and the Bavarian Corps in the neighbour- 
hood of Orgeres. Thus the French first met the 
Bavarians. Attacked in front by a far superior 
force, and threatened by Michel's Division of Cavaby 
in the flank, the 1st Bavarian Brigade was forced 
to retreat at three o'clock towards Villepion. The 
2nd Brigade, which approached from Orgeres, 
halted to the west of Nonneville, and the 4th 
marched up between Villepion and Faverolles, 
where the Bavarians, in spite of heavy losses, 
succeeded in holding their own for a long time. 
On the right wing, Prince Leopold of Bavaria, with 
four guns of his battery which could still do good 
service, brought the enemy's advance to a stand- 
still, but under the personal leadership of Admiral 
Jaur^guiberry the French fought their way into 
Villepion. As night drew on, and the want of 
ammimition was becoming serious, the 1st Bavarian 
Brigade went to Loigny ; the 2nd, however, got 
back to Orgeres by five o'clock, where the 3rd 
arrived in the evening, whilst the 4th joined com- 
pany at Loigny. 

The engagement cost both sides about 1000 
men, and only the foremost of the Bavarian divi- 
sions had been forced back for a short distance. 

This result, and the news from Paris, aroused in 
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Tours fresh hopes of victory. As will be seen 
farther on, a sortie had been successfully effected 
out of Paris through the investing lines, and the 
village of Epinay had been held for a short time. 
Thereupon it was concluded that this was the 
village of the same name which lay to the south 
near Longjumeau, and that as soon as the Army of 
Orleans should effect a junction with that from 
Paris there would be scarcely any farther obstacle. 
Cathehneau's Volunteer Corps was directed at once 
to guard the forest of Fontainebleau, and the en- 
suing annihilation of the Germans was announced 
to the country. 

The Army from Orleans, however, had barely 
gained half a day's march in the direction of Paris, 
and the right wheel of the left wing had to be 
continued. The XVIth Corps was to try and reach 
the line between Allaines and Toury by the 2nd of 
December; the XVIIth were to follow, and the 
XVth, marching from Chilleurs past Artenay, were 
to join the right. The Grand Duke, on hearing the 
report of the great force with which the enemy 
was approaching, determined to march to meet 
them with the whole contingent. The requisite 
orders were issued at eight o'clock to the forces, 
who were already standing prepared in camp. 
The Bavarian Corps was directed to take up a 
position near Loigny with its left wingatCh&teau- 
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Goury ; the 17th Division to march directly from 
Sautilly to Lumeau, and the 22nd from Tivemon 
to Baigneaux. The cavah-y had to imdertake the 
protection of both wings. 

Battle at Loigny — Poupry. 
(December 2nd.) 

The Bavarian Corps was still engaged in advanc- 
ing from Maladerie when the French ascended the 
heights to the west of Loigny. The 1st Division 
therefore advanced vid ViUepr^vost, and the 2nd 
occupied the line between Beauvilliers and Goury. 

General Chanzy had set out from Terminiers at 
eight o'clock, with the 2nd and 3rd Divisions, for 
Loigny and Lumeau. The first followed in reserve, 
and Michel's Division of Cavalry covered the left 
flank. Li spite of the hot fire of the defenders, 
the 2nd Division had by nine o'clock advanced close 
upon Beauvilliers, but then they had to fall back 
before the onset of the Bavarians, who now, on their 
side, attacked Loigny. When, however, at 10.30 
the whole French Corps advanced, deployed on a 
large front from NonneviUe to Neuvilliers, they 
had to retreat with great losses. They met, never- 
theless, with a warm reception at Beauvilliers, 
where the firing of the artillery of the German 
Corps put a stop to the enemy's movements. 
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The battle surged backwards and forwards until, 
at 11.30, the 2nd Bavarian Brigade joined in the 
firay. The 4th Division of Cavalry charged the 
left wing of the French, and Michel's Division fell 
back on the X Vllth Corps. This caused numerous 
prisoners to be taken by the German troopers. In 
the meantime the Bavarian infantry had marched 
to Ferme-Mordle, but found themselves under 
such destructive fire that they were forced to turn 
back. Thereupon the horse-batteries on the flank 
enfiladed the enemy's wing with such effect, even 
firing the farm, that General von Orff found 
himself able to take possession of it. 

At Beauvilliers, meanwhile, the 2nd Division had 
only with great difficulty resisted the vigorous on- 
slaughts of the French, whose riflemen had ah'eady 
approached so close that the batteries were com- 
pelled to retire. But the success of the right wing 
soon spread to the left. Charging ft*om Beauvilliers, 
as well as ft*om Ch&teau-Goury, the Bavarians drove 
Jaur^guiberry's Division back to Loigny. 

Shortly after noon the firing of the French be- 
came again remarkably energetic, especially against 
Ch&teau-Groury. The battalions on the left wing 
of the Bavarians were forced back upon the 
park. 

During these events the two Prussian Divisions 
had continued their advance. The artillery of the 
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17th pressed on in order to engage the enemy, 
while the infantry reached Lximeau in time to 
prevent its occupation by the opposing forces. 
Dense masses of French infantry fought their way 
up quite close to the place, but they were finally 
driven back by a well-directed fire of musketry 
and shell ; whereupon the Division attacked the 
right flank of the French. 

The 22nd Division also marched past Baigneaux 
towards Anneux, and joined in the pursuit of the 
retreating enemy. A nimiber of prisoners .and a 
battery were taken from the French, who, after a 
vain attempt to make another firm stand near 
Neuvilliers, at last fled towards Terminiers in utter 
disorder. 

After this conclusion of the fighting at Lumeau, 
General von Tresckow was able to go to the assist- 
ance of the left wing of the Bavarians, which was 
hard pressed. Under cover of the fire of eight 
batteries the 33rd Brigade moved against the flank 
of the French forces, which were now making a 
fierce attack on Ch&teau-Goury. Being thus taken 
by surprise they retired upon Loigny. Here, too, 
the Mecklenburg battalions, together with the Ba- 
varians, cut their way through, and it was only in 
the churchyard, which was situated on a hill at 
the west end of the village, that an obstinate re- 
sistance was made for some time longer. The 
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French, as they retired on Villepion, suffered from 
a destructive fire from eighty guns posted close 
together at Loigny. 

At 2.30 Greneral von der Tann caused the whole 
of his 1st Division, after they had been provided 
with firesh ammunition, to advance once more; 
this movement, however, was brought to a stand- 
still by the fire of the enemy. 

Michel's Division also moved up to oppose the 
advance of the cavalry on the right wing, but 
turned back as soon as it came within range of 
the horse-batteries. 

Where his right wing was exposed. General 
Chanzy had sent a few battalions to take up 
a forward position near Terre-noire. Behind 
them a brigade of ihe XVIIth Corps had arrived at 
Faverolles, and to the right of Villepion the Papal 
Zouaves advanced against Villours. 

General von Tresckow now sent forward his 
last reserves. Two battalions of the 76th Regi- 
ment broke through the position at the first 
charge, and, in conjunction with all the troops 
engaged, drove back the French column to 
Villepion. 

The approach of darkness brought the fighting 
here to a close. 

While the French XVIth Corps had been fighting 
alone with great persistence aU day, the XVth, 
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according to orders, had advanced '^^t Artenay^ 
on the high-road to Paris. J^eve^ they were only- 
opposed by the 3rd Brigade oT^ftferman cavahy. 
This was attacked by mid-day, near Dambron, by 
the French 3rd Division, which formed the left 
flanking column, while the other two divisions 
kept much further to the right. 

As soon, therefore, as this information firom the 
cavalry reached General von Wittich, he moved off 
with the whole of the 22nd Division from Anneux, 
in the direction of Poupry. The head of the 
column succeeded in reaching the place at the 
double, and in driving back the enemy, who had 
already broken in there and in the belts of forest 
to the north. Six batteries then came into posi- 
tion, resting to the south on Mor^e. The French 
deployed between Dambron and Autroches, and 
carried on a persistent fire while the remaining 
Divisions came up. After an encounter with the 
troops from Poupry, they attacked with their right 
wing the small copses which lay near, in front of 
the forest-land to the north, placed the artillery 
in the gaps, and began at three ocloqk an 
attack from thence. This, however, came to grief 
under the fire of grape-shot of the defenders, 
and of a threatened charge by the 3rd Brifade of 
Cavalry, which General von Colomb had set in 
motion in the open country to the west of Dambron. 
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In the same way an attack on Morfile, by the left 
wing from Autroches, miscarried. But, at four 
o'clock, the French advanced along the whole line, 
preceded by a swarm of tirailleurs. They were 
repulsed at Poupry, and likewise at Morale, at 
which latter place two companies of sappers joined 
in the fight ; on the other hand, their right wing 
broke through into the forest, and compelled the 
Germans to retreat. But the Prussian battalions, 
which were in reserve, advanced from Poupry, 
and drove the enemy back into the scrub, where 
they stiU had to defend themselves against an 
attack by the cavalry. 

The fighting was now stopped by the ap- 
proach of night. The 22nd Division remained 
under arms till eleven o'clock in the position which 
they had seized, and then went back to Anneux. 
The 3rd Division of Cavalry went for the night to 
Baigneaux. The 17th Division remained in posi- 
tion near Lumeau, having Loigny to their front, 
which they occupied in concert with the Bavarians, 
who extended further to the right as far as 
Org^res. 

The day had cost the French 4000 killed and 
wounded, and the Germans fiiUy as many; but 
2500' nwounded prisoners, eight guns, one mitrail- 
leuse and a standard belonging to the enemy were 
left in their possession. 

VOL. I. T 
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On the French side, the XVth Corps returned to 
Artenay, and there received orders to occupy the 
position previously taken up on the skirt of the 
wood, with a division to be stationed there for its 
defence. 

Thus the intended advance of the left wing of 
the Army of Orleans failed. The XVIth Corps, 
lacking the support of the XVIIth, had indeed lost 
ground, but kept its place in the foremost line at 
Villepion, FaveroUes and Terminiers. It was 
therefore left to General Chanzy to make one more 
attack on the right wing of the Grermans on the 
following day. 

This consisted of five Corps, and stood close in 
ft'ont of the enemy ; further reinforcements could 
not for the present be given, but the Commander- 
in-Chief thought that the moment had now come to 
put an end to the incessant danger to the investing 
lines from the south. 

On the 2nd, at mid-day, the order came from 
head-quarters for all the forces to attack Orleans, 
and in the course of that day Prince Frederick 
Charles gave the requisite instructions to this end. 

It is here necessary to go back a little in order 
to see how circumstances developed events during 
November at various other points. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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